September 27 —Master Gar-

dener monthly meeting

Bugs & Blooms

Mid-August typically marks the start
of fall migration for monarch butter-
flies. Adult monarchs are partway
through their lifecycle, but are differ-
ent from their parents, grandparents
and even great grandparents. Previ-
ous generations completed their life
cycle in 4 weeks as they migrated
north, resulting in 4 generations over
the course of the summer. Butterflies
in the last generation are members of
the generation that migrates south,
often called the ‘monarch super gen-
eration’. They will fly more than
3,000 miles to Mexico, not knowing
where they can rest or find their next
meal. The sun is the guide, traveling
about 50 miles each day, often catch-
ing free rides on thermal air currents,
sometimes flying a mile high. This 4"
generation lives 8 times longer than
their parents and grandparents—up
to 8 months—and travel 10 times
farther. -U.S. FWS
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Amesville’s Pollinator Pathway — wiarcia Burchby

The Village of Amesville has a new addition to Gifford Park. The park was
expanded after a FEMA grant purchased the property following the 1996
and ‘98 floods and covers much of the ‘lower’ part of the town. With in-
spiration from Mayor Gary Goosman and the Village Park Committee,
along with financial support from Ohio’s Winding Road and AARP Commu-
nity Challenge, the pollinator pathway quickly became a reality. In April
2021, a % acre plot of land was sprayed with the eco-friendly (non-

glyphosate) herbicide, Na-

tria. In mid-May, 15 cubic yards
of compost were spread and
tilled into the soil. A 150 foot
long serpentine walking path
was marked and wood chips
were spread directly onto the
soil. Alongside the path was
spread the pollinator friendly,
native seed mix purchased from
the Athens Co. Soil and Water

Conservation District. It includ-
ed assorted asters,
beardtongues, bergamot, clo-

May 2021 —ready to plant

ver, coneflower, Culver’s root, goldenrod, coreopsis, milkweed, wingstem,
bundle flower, partridge pea, false sunflower, and rudbeckias. Trans-
plants of butterflyweed, sage, sunflowers, yarrow, feverfew, chamomile
and boltonia were added. In August, the area was widened by 6’ and
buckwheat was sown as a cov-
er crop. This will provide bees
some fall nectar and will be
tilled into the soil in the spring,
at which time more seed mix
will be spread to expand the
garden. With some weeding
being done by volunteers, the
pathway is thriving, covered
with insects and welcoming to
any wanderers.

August 2021—ready for a stroll
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September LW Fall Division — wolly Gassaway

Garden ' ~ | Every spring we welcome their cheery faces...

‘ hooray for Daffodils! But if you’ve noticed over-
crowding, a decline in bloom quality, or are just
wanting to expand your garden design, you can
divide your daffodils quite easily and fall is a
great time to do so. As a rule of thumb, doing so
every 3-5 years is sufficient to keep the patch
healthy. The best tool to do so is a large shovel--
dig around them and scoop under the clump
e Cabbage gently, trying to not cut into the bulbs them-
selves (discard any damaged or mush bulbs). Pull apart the bulbs that sepa-
rate easily and plant them as soon as possible in their new home, about 4-
e |Lettuce 6” deep, in a sunny location.

Hostas are also quite simple to divide. You’ll know its time when

Before September 10
e Squash (summer)
e Broccoli

e Brussel Sprouts

o Chinese Cabbage

EE BRI the center of a clump starts to die out, or in general every 3-4 years. Using

o Cauliflower a shovel, dig around the clump in a circle then use your shovel or a garden
fork to lift the clump out of the ground. Once out of the ground, you

e Collards should be able to see that the clump is made of individual plants. Carefully

break them apart, trying to leave at least 3 sets of shoots per new
clump. The key to their survival is making sure they are in the correct loca-
e Mustard tion so be sure their new home is shady and will
receive lots of moisture.

Water your newly divided plants thor-
e Turnips oughly after transplanting. Remember that add-
ing in compost and other organic matter to the
new holes is always a good idea, as is applying a
fresh layer of mulch to newly planted perenni-
als. While some gardeners may be nervous about
splitting up these gorgeous plants, it really is quite
simple to do so successfully so go for it!

e Cucumbers

e Rutabaga

Monarch Conservation—rattie 0’rien

Dr. Baker conducted several studies related to monarch conservation and best practices in consideration of monarch
habitats.

The four takeaways from his studies are:

1. Plant milkweed around the perimeter of your garden rather than “hiding” it within a mix of plants. In study-
ing the attraction of monarchs to three different garden designs, this particular design was significantly more
successful.

2. |If possible, plant your garden where there is a north-south access to incoming butterflies.

3. No statistical difference was found in terms of the number of monarch eggs laid on native milkweed plants
vs. cultivars. If your garden is small, you may want to beware of aggressively spreading milkweed: common,
showy and whorled milkweed, and instead choose those that stay put: butterfly, spider and swamp milkweed, or
a cultivar.

4. Butterfly houses and tropical plants serve only to attract wasps, i.e. monarch predators!!

For the full one hour webinar by Dr. Baker: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siO6 nut8fo



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siO6_nut8fo
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Common Backyard Weeds of the Upper Midwest COMMON BACKYARD

Teresa Marrone; 2017; Adventure Publications Weed S

“What is a weed? A plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered.” &
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

My reactions to this nifty little book, handily populated with illustrative photos, most-
ly by the author, have ranged from “Ah hal!” to “Oh no!” depending on whether | have
been trying to eradicate the plant or trying to nurture it. However, as Emerson’s quote
implies, one person’s weed is another person’s wedding bouquet.

Marrone includes descriptions, predictions of where and when to find it, other
names, and recommendations for “getting rid of it.” | often find the “What’s it good TeresaMarrone
for” entries the most interesting, especially as | so often have to conclude getting rid of
it is not an option. Uses range from the plant’s value to wildlife to medicinal and dietary uses.

Did you know, for example, that the seeds of Crabgrass (Digitaria spp.) can be ground to use like flour? Or that
Common Mallow (Malva neglecta), is also known as Cheeseweed or Cheeseplant because the seedpods resemble
small wheels of cheese? The leaves and the “cheeses” can be eaten raw or cooked and, because of the okra-like
mucilage released during cooking, can be used to thicken soups and stews. The much maligned Garlic Mustard
(Alliaria petiolata) was brought to the U.S. to be used as food, particularly because of its habit of early spring
growth. The young leaves apparently make a “very good pesto.”

Happy reading (er, weeding)!

Digging Deeper — ceil Weldon

For August, Master Gardeners met at Athens County Fair Grounds and
started with a presentation by KC Clark about the butterflies found in Ath-
ens County. Kevin has been raising caterpillars into butterflies since he
was in first grade. He has spread the knowledge of moths and caterpillars
over the years in classrooms throughout central Ohio as well as summer
camps for boy scouts and girl scouts and many state and county festivals,
county fairs and conferences. For the Athens Master Gardeners he
brought a large display of caterpillars, chrysalides, and pictures of the
adult butterflies they will become. In his talk, Kevin concentrated on the
butterflies found in Athens County and whether they were non-migratory
or migratory. Most of the non-migratory butterflies are small maturing
between %" and less than 2”. He included many of the unusual traits and
bits of information about the lives of butterflies in his talk including that
luminescence at night is common feature for many butterflies and cater-
pillars — but you need a black light to see it. One of the things he wants
people to be aware of is that there are a lot more butterflies than just
monarchs that can be watched and helped with the correct habitat.
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