
ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

September 2019   
Events 

 

 September  23—Master Gar-

dener Meeting, Eric Hayes, 

Managing Invasive Species 

 October 11— “Woodland and 

Wildlife Research” , Vinton 

Furnace 

 October 19—Tree Survivor 

School, Little Hocking 

 November 8—State Master 

Gardener Conference 

     BUGS AND BLOOMS 

Katydids are in the grasshopper fami-
ly and are noticeable in the late sum-
mer.  They mostly eat leaves and 
grass, but have been known to eat 
fruit and tiny insects including 
aphids. During the day they rest in a 
roosting posture to make themselves 
look like a leaf.  They become more 
active at night which is when males 
rub their wings together, making the 
distinctive noise which attracts ma-
tes and gives them their name.  

‘Water’ You Doing for Your Trees? 

With record precipitation in 2018 and the spring of 2019, it is easy 
to be reluctant to pull the hose out.  However, in September, Ath-
ens only received .48” of rain. That, combined with record-
breaking heat, has many wilted and listless leaves on young and 
old plants telling us they need water!! 

As plants enter autumn and dormancy, they need moisture to help 
them ride out the winter months.  Trees planted within the last 
three years can be especially sensitive to heat and drought.  Have 
a water plan for the first three years after planting a new tree.  

For trees, experts recommend watering 10 gallons per inch of tree 
trunk diameter every week to ten days up until the trees go 
dormant.  

For gardens, watering with a hose or a sprinkler to equal about 
one inch a week is recommended.  Setting out a tuna can or a rain 
gauge and timing it while sprinkling may help save time and en-
sure proper hydration. 

The best time to water is early morning or evening.  Avoid water-

ing during the hottest times of the day.  



Plant 

 Rutabaga 

Cover Crops 

 Cereal Rye 

 Wheat  

 Triticale 

 Hairy Vetch 

 

Chores 

 Water your trees 

 Compost leaves 

 Compost dead plants 

 Dispose of diseased 

plants 

 Till new garden beds 

 Plant cover crops 

 Take soil samples 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

OCTOBER GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

  Paw Paw Tree (Asimina 

triloba) is a deciduous tree 

native to the Eastern United 

States. This small tree with 

large broad tropical-looking 

leaves can be found in shady, 

fertile, moist places such as 

hillsides. It is often found in 

clonal patches, but needs 

cross-pollination to produce 

Submit a plant for the Octo-

ber Plant of the Month to 

brown.6000@osu.edu 

Digging Deeper– Nancy  Walker 

America in Bloom is a nationwide non profit organization founded in 2002 
whose aim is to engage communities in efforts to increase the livability of their 
cities.  It is modeled after similar organizations in France and Britain in exist-
ence since the 1960’s. Judges evaluate the city on: Flowering Plants, Land-
scaped Areas, Environmental Efforts, and Celebrating Heritage.  Master Gar-
deners Roxanne Male-Brune and Nancy Walker have been trained to serve  as 
Community Representative Judges.  

Athens Mayor Steve Patterson learned at a conference about the organization 

and some of the positive outcomes cities participating had experienced.   He 

saw it as a good fit for Athens and asked Ron Lucas to take it on.  Ron has been 

involved since that beginning. The first year, 2017, involved only city staff and 

the feedback received from the evaluations of their progress from AIB staff 

gave direction to future development as a movement in the city.  In this the 

third year under Ron’s leadership an increasing number of community mem-

bers have become active participants.  Roxanne Male-Brune took on a coordi-

nating role and helped to involve members of various gardening groups in the 

city  as well as University staff, down town business leaders, residential gar-

deners, and other city staff to allow the focus to include not only flowers, 

plants and trees but also environmental awareness and heritage preservation.  

We are eager to hear back from AIB judges what their impression of Athens 

was and how they evaluate the progress Athens has made in becoming an Ath-

ens in Bloom. Awards will be announced at the annual symposium, October 5. 

Fall has Arrived 

As you read this, fall has arrived. Enjoy the much cooler temperatures, but don’t 

think that it is time to stop gardening. There is still plenty to do in the next few 

months.  

Laura Kunkle—National Executive Direc-

tor of America in Bloom with Nancy 

Walker and Roxanne Male’-Brune 

“Paw Paw”  Asimina triloba 


