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Local Farmer Spotlight: Cherry Orchards Molly Gassaway 

Last week I had the pleasure of taking a winding drive to Crooksville on a 
sunny autumn day to visit with Neil and Fayebelle Cherry, owners of Cher-
ry Orchards.  Although it takes some time to get there, I cannot recom-
mend it highly enough. I expected to see the rows and rows of fruit trees 
(they grow 54 varieties of apples!) but was pleasantly surprised to also 
find unique specimen trees, bountiful tropical plants adorning their green-
houses (Bananas! Limes! Mandevilla!), rows upon rows of rose bushes, 
and even a Japanese tea house!   

Cherry Orchards has been providing homegrown produce to our commu-
nities since 1953. Throughout the growing season they sell apples, peach-
es, pears, plums, cherries, grapes, blackberries, cider, peppers, tomatoes, 
herbs, flowers, bedding plants, vegetable plants and more.  Their family 

owned business currently sells produce at both the Athens and Zanesville Farmers Markets weekly, as well as offer-
ing produce for sale and U-pick apples at their orchard (call to be sure about hours of operation).  

While there are several successful orchards in our region, I think part of what makes Cherry Orchards so special is 
their passion for supporting the local communities in which they live and work. Some of us MGs know Neil as he has 
taught classes for interns on greenhouse growing.  But did you know he also instructs fruit tree grafting classes at his 
orchard?  And that they regularly host busses full of school children, teaching them the joys of growing food, com-
plete with a puppet show? And that they donate hundreds of pounds of apples annually to CFI?  Their dedication to-
wards helping to feed and educate is admirable to say the least. 

Equally amazing is their dedication to the land-- Neil’s eyes twinkle as he 
retells the story of his great grandfather planting apple trees in the 1880s 
on what is now his orchard and how many people, deer, and birds they 
have helped feed.  Perhaps their love for the land is best summarized when 
Neil said they simply want to “leave their little corner of the earth better 
than when they found it.” While a trip to see their place in person may not 
be an option for all of us, perhaps you can capture some of their enthusi-
asm in a crisp bite of an apple :)  



Garden Planting 

• Hardneck garlic 

• Cover Crops 

 Wheat 

 Rye 

 Winter peas 

 Hairy vetch 
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  OCTOBER GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

Boneset—Eupatorium perfoliatum  

Sue Boyd is the Treasurer of Project Plant and has been involved with the 

group since its inception in 1984.  Project Plant is a relaxed organization of 14 

to 20 serious gardeners. It began as a result of the serious fire on Court Street 

in 1984.  As a result of the fire and the plywood covered windows, a small 

group of 5 women decided to add color to Athens.  Originally they started with 

Iron Flower Baskets on the street lights and the local businesses were to keep 

them watered – this resulted in mixed success.  Now project plant is responsi-

ble for the colorful traffic islands and entrance gardens scattered around Ath-

ens on East State Street, Madison, Columbus, and Stimson.  They are also re-

sponsible for the entrance gardens at the Library and Mansfield House.   

Project Plant also has an impact on the America in Bloom program and they 
have remarked on the traffic islands that seasonally change to welcome visitors 
and residents to the city.  

Digging Deeper— Ceil Weldon 

LAWN 

**Do not clean up and remove leaves; the overwintering critters are in there, 
along with nutrients. The plant debris will recycle to improve soil and will also 
moderate soil moisture and temperature. 

**Mow over thin layers of leaves on the grass to chop them up, rake them to use 
as mulch on flower and vegetable beds and around trees, or add them to com-
post piles. 

**Do a soil test and amend as necessary. 

**Consider reducing the size of your lawn and increase natural areas. 

**Skip the weed and feed fertilizer; the herbicides in it may kill plants that are 
beneficial to insects.      (Cont. on Page 3) 

Chris Eaton 2C Studios  

Putting the Garden to Bed— Marcia Burchby 

Easily grown in average, medium to 
wet soils in full sun to part shade. 
Does well in both sandy and clay 
soils. Needs constant moisture. It is 
a large, hairy, clump-forming, na-
tive perennial which typically oc-
curs in wet soils in low woods, 
thickets, stream banks, meadows 
and prairies throughout the State. 
Flat-topped clusters (compound 
corymbs) of small, fluffy, white 
flowers appear above the foliage in 
late summer to fall. Boneset is not 
to be confused with white snake-
root, a 3 foot tall perennial that 
features coarsely toothed opposite 
leaves, rounded at the base and 
pointed at the tip, attached to a 
long slender leaf stalk with flat-
topped clusters of small bright 
flowers.  Snakeroot is poisonous 
and grows throughout Ohio in simi-
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Putting the Garden to Bed      Cont. 

FLOWERS 

**Cut back peony leaves and remove them from the property. 

**Dig dahlia tubers, gladiola bulbs and cannas after a killing frost.  
Allow to dry, then store in the dark at 40-50 degrees. 

**Perennials may be cut back and stems used as mulch, or stems 
and seed heads can remain through the winter as shelter and food 
for birds.  

**Annual flower material can be composted.  Cut the plant off at 
ground level and allow the roots to decompose. 

**Divide plants and replant or share. 

**Plant spring flowering bulbs. 

**Remove dead or diseased rose canes.  Mulch.  

 

VEGETABLES 

** Root crops may stay in the ground until the ground freezes.  Po-
tatoes should be dug and allowed to dry in a warm area out of the 
sun before storing. 

**Stems of vegetables should be pulled out and composted, if dis-
ease free.  Tomato and pepper plant material can be burned.   

**Sow cover crops such as winter rye. 

**Don’t let weeds overwinter in the garden; remove before going to 
seed. 

**Add organic matter to all beds (grass clippings, leaves, compost). 

 

 

 

TREES AND SHRUBS 

**Fall is a good time to plant trees and shrubs.   

**Stop watering in early fall to prevent new growth.  After leaves 
have dropped, deeply water one last time before cold arrives.  


