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Events 

• November 8—State Master 

Gardener Conference 

• November 8—Winter Tree 

Identification, Zaleski State 

Forest 

     BUGS AND BLOOMS 

Woolly Bear Caterpillars are the lar-
vae of the Isabella tiger moth.  They 
emerge from the egg in the fall, molt 
several times, overwinter in the cat-
erpillar form, often under plant de-
bris.  They are born completely black 
and the orange-brown middle sec-
tion appears as they age and length-
en.  It is a myth that the width of the 
band predicts the weather; the band 
lengthens with each molt, so is really 
an indicator of the age of the cater-
pillar. 

Woolly bears appear in the US and 
southern Canada and are not crop 
pests, feeding mostly on deciduous 
forest trees.   

The 47th annual Woolly Bear Festival 
was held in Vermilion, Ohio earlier 
this month, with costume contests 
for both pets and people.  

Declining Bird Populations—Abbey Rodjom 

 Bird populations have decreased by 30% across North America – 

that’s around 3 billion birds.  A study published this year in Science ex-

amined bird records over the past 25 years and found a rapid loss of bird 

species across North America (Rosenberg et al. 2019). More than 90% of 

the bird loss witnessed in the last 25 years is attributed to only a handful 

of bird families, including sparrow, warblers, blackbirds, and finches.  

However, some bird species have seen increases in population, particu-

larly birds that live well in human-altered environments or are desirable 

for hunting, such as geese and ducks.  

Monitoring of bird populations “far exceeds that of any other 

animal group” because of high quality, long-time records such as the 

North American Breeding Bird Survey and the Audubon Christmas Bird 

Count. Birds are indicators of ecosystem health and “one of the best 

monitored animal groups”, meaning that the drastic loss in bird popula-

tion may “foreshadow a much larger problem”. 

There are many causes for the decline in bird populations, such 

as habitat loss, pesticides, and intensive agriculture. What actions are 

possible to aid North American bird populations? Rosenburg states: 

“History shows that conservation action and legislation work”.  

Homeowners can: 1) Keep cats indoors and ask neighbors to do the 

same, 2) attach decals to windows to prevent crashes, 3) avoid pesti-

cides, including mosquito sprays, 4) feed birds during migratory periods 

(April/May and Sept/Oct) or extreme cold, 5) develop your garden with 

bird habitat in mind, include food, water, cover, bird-friendly plants. 

Autobon Society’s Garden Ecosystem Guide: https://anshome.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/03/Garden-Ecosystems-Guide.pdf 

https://anshome.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Garden-Ecosystems-Guide.pdf
https://anshome.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Garden-Ecosystems-Guide.pdf


Plant 

• Rutabaga 

Cover Crops 

• Hairy Vetch 

 

Chores 

• Water your trees 

• Compost leaves 

• Compost dead plants 

• Dispose of diseased 

plants 

• Till new garden beds 

• Plant cover crops 

• Take soil samples 
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NOVEMBER GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

  Burning bush is a popular large 

shrub common in yards and gardens 

throughout North America. Known 

for its bright red fall color, this pop-

ular Asian shrub is beautiful but in-

vasive and should not be planted. It 

spreads aggressively by seed and 

often invades woods, pushing out 

other plants. It can grow to 15 feet 

tall and wide without  pruning.  

Submit a plant for the November 

Plant of the Month to 

brown.6000@osu.edu 

Digging Deeper– Ceil Weldon 

2019 Agriculture Awareness Day  - Zella Nisely 

The Athens County Fairgrounds was literally buzzing on September 20th 

when over 500 4th grade students enthusiastically participated in this spe-

cial opportunity. The Farm Bureau orchestrated this well orga-

nized event with the help of FFA (Future Farmers Association - 

HS students) and several local agencies.  18 different stations 

were set up through out the fairgrounds including our very own 

Master Gardener organization. Children were given learning 

opportunities about many types of pollinators, animals, local 

fish, tree identification and much more by visiting stations in 

ten-minute intervals. 

All of this translated into 20 plus presentations to 20-40 students by 

Betsy Briju, Tom Forhan and Zella Nisley .  

Eric Hayes—ACSWCD Forestry and Wildlife 

Technician 

“Burning Bush”  Euonymus alatus  

Our September presenter was Eric Hayes from the Athens Soil and Wa-

ter Conservation District (SWCD).  His presentation covered the varied 

and ever-expanding list of invasive plants growing and thriving in South-

east Ohio.  He explained that the majority of invasive plants were pur-

posely introduced into this country for various landscaping purposes 

prior to determining how damaging they would become.  Some are still 

being sold such as Forsythia, Japanese Barberry, and Bradford Pear.  

Eric described how invasive plants harm the wildlife which rely on na-

tive plants for food, shelter and habitat by crowding out or displacing 

native plants.  He then gave examples and methods for removing and 

containing the invasives to limit their spread.     


