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Children’s Garden Award Molly Gassaway 

We are excited to announce that the Children’s Garden at the 
Athens Early Learning Center in Chauncey was chosen as the 
winner for the 2020 State Award for Environmental Horticul-
ture! Our very own Laura Bennett initiated the garden years 
ago and has been instrumental in helping the preschool stu-
dents in learning outdoors.  There they experience all sorts 
of hands-on activities such as planting veggies and flowers, 
hunting for monarch caterpillars, making “worm pies,” 
and tasting ripe cherry tomatoes off the vine.   

During her last few years of teaching there, Laura had 
become more interested in increasing plantings near 
the school playground, focusing mostly on growing 
pollinator flowers to provide habitat for butter-

flies.  Much of this interest stemmed from her increased con-
cern that children were not spending enough time outside and were seem-
ingly disconnected from nature and their food sources. She wanted to create 
a natural “playscape” that would include a school garden. With the help of 
partner organizations and volunteers, the garden has increased with size an-
nually, now taking up the entire area along one side of their building. Teach-
ers have become comfortable in the space and are aware of all the benefits 
of the garden experiences for the children. Their school garden has become 
an “outdoor classroom,” full of creative art projects and healthy fresh-picked 
treats.  

Children--even as young as preschoolers-- learn best when engaged in expe-
riential learning through active participation and critical thinking. School gar-
dening activities enable students to learn about plants, the environment, the 
source of food, and nutrition. As outdoor learning labs, school gardens offer 
a multi-sensory, inquiry-based deep-learning education opportunity. They 
are a way to reconnect students with the natural world and the true source 
of their food. It teaches them gardening and agriculture concepts that inte-
grate several subjects at once (and the preschoolers just thought they were 
out there to have fun!). 

This garden is a true collaborative project between the Master Gardeners, 
the Athens City School District, and local non-profits like Community Food 
Initiatives and Rural Action.  This garden is so successful due to these part-
ners truly working together to better our community through garden-based 
education. Additionally, the produce from this garden is distributed it to the 
community through CFI, directly addressing food insecurity in our area.  

     Garden Snails 

Ohio has multiple 
species of snails, both 
terrestrial (Brown 
Garden Snail) and 
freshwater species 
(Pouch and Gilled) as 

well as several invasive varieties (Apple 
and Mystery) which were introduced 
accidentally through the aquarium trade. 

Brown garden snails are mollusks that 
differ from slugs only in the fact that they 
have a shell, which is made of calcium 
carbonate and keeps growing as long as 
the snail grows. Their mouths have up to 
14,000 tooth-like structures that rip their 
food. 

 Ohio’s garden snails cause little 
damage in gardens and are beneficial 
decomposers, eating garden debris, 
rotting vegetation and leaf litter, fungi 
and dung, among other things.   Their 
feces is rich in nitrogen and minerals. 



Garden Chores 

• Compost leaves 

• Compost dead plants 

• Dispose of diseased plants 

• Open new beds for next 
year 

• Take soil samples 

• Apply lime or sulfur 
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  NOVEMBER GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

White Oak –Quarcus alba sp. 

Dave Apsley, an OSU educator and organizer of the workshop series, 
Day in the Woods, spoke Oct. 26 at the monthly MG meeting. The title 
of his talk was “The Future of Oak is in OUR Hands!” His talk stressed 
that it's up to those owning the forests to reverse the trend of oaks dis-
appearing from our Ohio forest.  Ohio forests are concentrated in S.E. 
Ohio, but the majority of forest land is owned privately (85%). Private 
land owners, including some of our own MG members, can help pre-
serve the oak trees.  Because oaks need intermediate shaded sunlight 
to get established, Apsley said that deliberate forest management is 
required to restore oak dominance in our forests, neither clear cutting 
nor selective cutting provide the environment needed for oak seedlings 
to be established. 
Fortunately, oak species are mostly long-lived, up to 450 years! But the 
best news for the future of oaks is that they should be able to handle 
climate change well, and that there are people like Dave Apsley working 
with woodlot owners to help keep oaks in our forests. 

Digging Deeper— Lee Gregg 

Betsy Briju, our current Athens Master Gardeners President, is one of 
five 2020 State Master Gardener Volunteer of the year award winners! 
Our group unanimously nominated her for this award. The description 
for what is necessary to be a master gardener includes “ volunteers are 
not required to have gardening skills or knowledge; but a passion for 
learning about gardening and sharing this knowledge with others is a 
must”. With Betsy we have it all! Her knowledge and skills are extraordi-
nary and her passion for educating others is inspiring. Whether you are 
working with Betsy on committees, teaching classes, weeding and 
planting the garden, or brainstorming ideas for expanding our influence 
in the community, she is the same in all activities. Kind, compassionate, 
knowledgeable, forthright, a good listener, and a reliable leader. She is 
well deserving of this award. 

Betsy is a Winner! — Terri Perez 

The white oak, is one of the 
preeminent hardwoods of eastern 
and central North America. It is a 
long-lived oak, native to eastern 
and central North America and 
found from Minnesota, Ontario, 
Quebec, and southern Maine south 
as far as northern Florida and east-
ern Texas. Specimens have been 
documented to be over 450 years 
old.. The name comes from the 
color of the finished wood. In the 
forest it can reach a magnificent 
height and in the open it develops 
into a massive broad-topped tree. 


