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e November 8—State Master
Gardener Conference

e November 8—Winter Tree
Identification, Zaleski State
Forest

e November 25—MG monthly
Meeting, Chestnut Trees, Ste-
phen Rist, Extension Office

Puffball mushrooms (calvatia, bovista
and others) and Giant puffballs (calvatia
gigantean) are found throughout North
America and Europe during late summer
through fall. While most are small,
around 3 inches, the giant variety can
reach 50 pounds. They grow anywhere
that their spores have landed, often in
open fields, and always on the ground,
never on trees or logs.

To correctly identify, slice the mushroom
open to determine that it has firm white

flesh, with no developing gills. If there is
evidence of gills, discard immediately. If

in doubt, check with a mycologist.

Puffballs are edible and are delicious.
They must be completely white inside
and refrigeration is recommended as
soon as they are harvested. Many reci-
pes are available online for freezing,
dehydrating and cooking fresh. https://
foragerchef.com/puffball-mushrooms/
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Raking leaves is part of autumn if you live in most parts of Ohio.
There’s something about the sound, the smell and the fun of jumping in
a pile of fluffy leaves.

These leaves are the stored energy from a whole season’s worth of tree
photosynthesis. There are micro and macro nutrients in these leaves.
Gardeners know the importance of these nutrients.

But do we understand the larger cycle that leaves play in our yards and
forest ecosystems?

These leaves are nature’s most efficient food factories in spring and
summer. When they fall, they become a physical blanket on the ground
that moderates temperature and moisture levels in the soil and provide
food, shelter, nesting and bedding to numerous wildlife from tiny bugs
to toads, turtles, and so much more.

This blanket forms a natural mulch that suppresses weeds and rejuve-
nate the soil as microbes, bacteria and fungi break them down.

In lawn areas, wait until it’s a dry day and mow the leaves into the lawn.
Where leaves accumulate in unwanted areas, simply rake them onto a
tarp and drag them to naturalized corners around trees and flowerbeds.
Every garden needs a naturalized area where nature can do its thing.

Leaves can also be a great addition to compost piles. Maple leaves tend
to break down easily and can be simply piled up. Oak and ginkgo leaves
are more likely to mat down which is great if there is a weedy place or
vegetable bed that needs to be covered.
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OVER THE GARDEN EENCE

/NOVEMBER GARDEN

Plant

Rutabaga

Cover Crops

Hairy Vetch

Chores

Water your trees
Compost leaves
Compost dead plants
Dispose of diseased
plants

Till new garden beds
Plant cover crops
Take soil samples

Native to woodland areas,
the Eastern Wahoo tolerates
most soil types and condi-
tions. It grows best though in
full sun and well-draining, but
moist, soil. In shade, its color
will be more subdued. Plant
Eastern Wahoo where it gets
at least six hours of sunlight
every day for best effect and
prefers alkaline soil.

- § Submit a plant for the December
“Eastern Burning Bush” Euonymus Plant of the Month to

atropupreus
brown.6000@osu.edu

Eastern Wahoo

A beautiful but under appreciated plant called Wahoo,
Spindletree, Eastern burning bush euonymus goes by the Latin
name Euonymus atropupureus. It is a cousin of the infamous
burning bush that has the fire red color and the propensity to
spread it self across the countryside. The native burning bush
a.k.a. Wahoo is by comparison a small dainty tree that is found
along edges and in woods. The species is well behaved with
small purple hanging flowers in the spring and beautiful red to
purple fall color with dangling red fruit.

It is uncommon in nurseries, but can be propagated by seed or
cuttings.
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Digging Deeper— ceil weldon

Steven and Rhonda Koch presented the program Growing Shitake
Mushrooms at our October Meeting. Steve has been growing Mush-
rooms for a number of years. He gave a detailed description of the
methods he used to start and successfully harvest mushrooms including
a UTube video. Steve included in his presentation sample of the mush-
rooms he grew, samples of the logs and how to drill and place spawn
plugs and problems facing growers. While Shitake mushrooms are the
most common for home growers there are several varieties larger
growers can successfully harvest. He recommended two sites for
equipment and mushroom spawn: www.fieldforest.net and

www.fungi.com.



http://www.fieldforest.net
http://www.fungi.com

