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Events




November 26—Monthly
meeting Richard Dean “OU
Emeriti Park”
No December Meeting

Wistendahl Group helping at Nancy Walker’s house

Rooted in Ohio—Ann Brown
The Master Gardener State Conference 2018, September 28 -29, 2018 Cincinnati Ohio was attended by Athens MGs Ann Brown and Betsy Briju

Critters

BUGS AND BLOOMS

The Master Gardener Conference was absolutely terrific—great field trips and
interesting and informative speakers. The best part by far, however, was
spending time with a bunch of passionate nerdy gardeners.
There is, of course, too much information to include here, but a few details and
takeaways.

Moles are prevalent in SE Ohio this year,
with tunnels and mole mounds popping
up everywhere. This is partially caused
by warm temperatures and an overabundance of rain which is driving the
moles’ food source closer to the surface
of the soil. For information about mole
prevention and control, go to: extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/moles.



The field trip took us to the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, AJ Rahn’s
Greenhouses and the Smale Riverfront Park. The Zoo gardens are fantastic
with huge variety and interest. My favorite thing is that they grow bamboo
to feed to many of the animals (not just the Pandas!) in the winter. They
are creating an immense Elephant Sanctuary which will be home to animals rescued from circuses. In April the Zoo gardens offer a huge tulip
display.



At the dinner table I learned about Phenology. It is the study of periodic
plant and animal life cycle events and how these are influenced by seasonal and interannual variations in climate, as well as habitat factors also
known as Growing Degree Days—GDD.



The Friday dinner speaker was Carol Reese—a botanist and horticulturist
who lives and works in Western Tennessee. A very colorful and folksy
speaker with deep knowledge of all things plants.



Sessions on Saturday covered such things as Native Plants; Flower Arranging Using Found Objects; Pollinators; and much more.



There will NOT be a State MG Conference in 2019, instead there will be a
international conference at Valley Forge. In 2020 it will be in Cleveland.
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NOVEMBER GARDEN

Plant of the Month
Some varieties of Witch hazel, also
called ‘winterbloom’, are flowering
now in Southeastern Ohio. H. virginiana blooms with dark yellow
strap shaped petals in Sept-Nov.
and other species bloom from JanMarch. A genus of flowering plants
in the Hamamelidaceae family,
these deciduous shrubs grow 10-25
feet. Hamamelis means “together
with fruit” and refers to the simultaneous occurrence of flowers with
the maturing fruit from the previous
year.

Bulbs – All Month
Allium A
Anemone A
Crocus C
Glory-of-the-Snow A
Winter Aconite A
Checkered Lily A
Snowdrop A
Hyacinth B
Iris A

Hamamelis virginiana
‘Witch hazel’

Submit your December Plant of the
Month to brown.6000@osu.edu

Daffodil A
Siberian Squill A
Tulip D
Deer Damage
A – Rarely Damaged
B – Seldom Damaged
C – Occasional Damage
D – Frequent Damage

Gardening for Birds—Nancy Walker
Dr. Stefan Gleisberg is a leading voice in the birding community. He is vice president of the Ohio Ornithological Society which is devoted to increasing
knowledge of birds and advocating for wild bird habitat. In 2014, Dr. Gleisberg
founded the Athens Area Birders Group which has almost 200 members.
Many birds are at risk as pesticides and herbicides effect their food
sources and there is a steady decrease in aerial insects. We are losing birds as
a result and diversity is decreasing. There are 10,000 to 11,000 species of birds
throughout the world; 1,489 of these are currently listed as threatened. Primary causes are the expansion of agriculture, logging, and population growth. The
impact of climate change is a concern as well.
Actions we as gardeners can take to improve bird habitat: increase
awareness, change daily habits, become advocates for the environment, support evolution of compounds that discourage herbivores, and rethink gardening aesthetics by:
--gardening for moths, butterflies, insects
--be less tidy to provide habitat for insects and worms
--ban pesticides and herbicides
--allow fallen leaves to nourish the soil and provide cover
--increase wooded areas
--allow rotting fruit and dead stems to remain in the garden
--grow native plants
--plant a prairie patch
--grow a pollinator garden

Dr. Stefan Gleisberg

--record what you see by keeping notes, starting an inventory, reporting on
eBird and iNaturalist

