
ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

Events May 2026

• May 16 – Plant Sale

• May  25 — Master Gardener 

monthly meeting County Fair 

Office 6:00 pm

• Lunch & Learn Webinar series 

every two weeks 

https://mastergardener.osu.ed

u/LNL25

Intern Training Class
Ceil Weldon

This summer you will see the members of our 2026 training class 
completing their hours to become full, fledged Master Gardeners.  Over 
the last 6 years, our training program 
continues to morph and change to meet new 
conditions.  This year the training class was 
primarily held in the County Fair Office Bldg.  The new Master Gardener 
training class alternated viewing the on-line 
training modules developed by OSU and 
discussing them in zoom meetings with in-

person training labs.  The labs were developed and presented by our experienced 
Master Gardeners and provided our class with both valuable hands-on experience 
and a chance to meet our experienced active members.  Lee Gregg presented the 
first Lab on Botany, emphasizing the different methods of reproduction used by 
flowers, conifers, ferns, mosses and fungi, students were able to dissect and analyze 
the parts of each plant or fungi.  The Soils Lab was presented by Karen Durniat-
Suehrstedt, Kathy McCorkle and Ed Brown.  Karen explained soil composition and 
soil life and Kathy demonstrated soil types and the soil pyramid while Ed 
explained how to read and interpret a soil test.  This was followed by the 
Woody and Herbaceous Plants Lab where Karen and Kathy presented on the 
differences between the types of plants, how to identify them, and when and 
where to use them.  Ed provided the outside adventure of the Pruning Lab.  The 
Entomology and Pollinator Lab had Dyana Robenalt discussing pollinators and 
insects, Ed presenting the importance of Growing Degree Days (GDD) and Jenny 
Leigh, Registered Environmental Health Specialist, giving a vital presentation 
addressing the dangers of ticks and mosquitoes.  The class was moved to the 
Junior Fair Building for the Propagation Lab offered by Ed and Joke Harnish. 
Our final class was held in the Children’s Garden with presentations on Square 
Foot Gardening by Debi Daniels, making Compost starter with Kathy McCorkle, 
pot cleaning with Ceil Weldon and working the compost bins with Zella Nisely.  
The 2026 graduating class received their name tags and a starting set of garden 
gloves to begin their Master Gardening adventure!
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OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

Living in Athens, it’s hard not to appreciate its
 natural beauty. As the city has developed, local
 government, university officials, and citizens have
 continually worked together to create a vibrant and
 sustainable community.  Athens has been awarded 
Tree City USA for over 30 years. The City and university have been dedicated to pollinator conservation through the Bee 
USA programs.
 In 2017, Athens competed in America in Bloom, a national program which seeks “to build vibrant and sustainable 
communities through volunteerism and education emphasizing flowers, plants, trees, heritage, and environmental and 
lifestyle enhancements.” Judges met with local community leaders for two days and provided feedback. Over the next two 
years the newly constituted Athens in Bloom (AIB)committee, composed of representatives from the City Administration; 
Athens Arts,  Parks & Recreation Department; Athens Shade Tree 
Commission; Ohio University Office of Sustainability and Campus
 Grounds Department; Athens Master Gardeners; Athens Garden Club,
 and Project Plant, reviewed the feedback and instituted several planting
 and policy changes. In 2019, impressed by the multitude of
improvements, AIB judges awarded Athens an 8 of 10 rating!
 Today, the AIB committee remains active, consulting  on future 
City development plans and overseeing the plantings at the Stimson and
West Union roundabouts, the Armory, City Hall, the pool, and uptown
hanging baskets. A new project is the revitalization of the bioswales
along Stimson Avenue. These initiatives heavily really on the expertise
and interest of volunteers; those interested should reach out to 
Roxanne Male’-Brune, male-bru@ohio.edu.

Learn more about:
America in Bloom: https://americainbloom.org/
Bee City USA: https://beecityusa.org/

.

Athens in Bloom
Roxanne Male-Brune

Katrina Zook

The 2025 season at the Athens Farmer’s Market was filled with community connection, education, and recruitment. 
As interns, DC and I were frequent table volunteers, and during a
 recent MGV meeting to introduce the new 2026 intern class, we
 noticed several familiar faces; folks we’d spoken with about
 MGV, the labs, volunteer projects, and the terrific group of
 people we learned to know. We regularly displayed the MGV
 Training Manual and highlighted a few of our favorite topics
 (companion planting, lawns, pruning, pollinators, and house
 plants!). Table visitors were happy to take advantage of offerings
 like the seasonal planting guide, free magazines, jumping worm
 material, free plants (thank you, Laura!), and vital information
 about malicious ticks and how to identify and remove them; the
 laminated wallet-size cards were a hit!
 Those visiting the market wearing Ohio State gear were
 automatically drawn to the table having seen the big red “O.” 
Upon discovering we were not there to promote Buckeye
 football, it was interesting to note that while some already
 knew about county extension programs, others were curious
 to know more. It was gratifying to speak to OSU’s role in extension as part
 of their expansive outreach efforts and foundational Land Grant mission. 
 Thanks to those on the Community Education Committee, the 2026 season will include interactive materials, 
monthly focus on specific gardening techniques, a raffle, free seeds, and resource QR codes, all of which I witnessed on 
April 4, attracted even more visitors to the table! It is extremely worthwhile to represent MGV alongside experienced 
members like Lee, Barb, Kathy, Michael, Ceil, Debbie, and Joke, and we encourage 2026 interns to take advantage of this 
enjoyable and fulfilling volunteer opportunity—plus, the ever-popular Molina Family Bakery and River Roasters Coffee 
vendors are just across the way!

https://americainbloom.org/
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OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

The Regenerative Gardener’s Handbook: Essential 
Techniques for Growing a Garden That Leaves the Land 
Healthier Than You Found It (2026) by Briana Selstad Bosch is a 
comprehensive guide for home gardeners who want to create a self-
sustaining garden that has a positive net effect on the environment. This 
book, available at the Athens Public Library, focuses on going beyond ‘do 
no harm’ to actively improving the environment by creating living soil, 
enhancing habitats, reducing invasive species and minimizing carbon 
footprint. Bosch owns and operates a small-scale market farm in Colorado 
where she puts these theories into practice. You can also see the result of 
her work and many instructive videos on Instagram and YouTube: 
blossomandbranchfarm.com.



OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

Digging Deeper Molly Gassaway

In the Garden
All Month
• Beets
• Cabbage
• Carrots
• Chard
• Collards
• Leeks
• Lettuce
• Onion (sets)
• Radish
• Sweet Corn
• Turnips

After May 15
• Cucumbers
• Eggplant
• Muskmelon
• Peppers
• Pumpkins
• Squash (summer, 

winter)
• Sweet potato
• Watermelon

“Let’s bring back birds, one plant 
at a time.”

Dr. Margaret King—Gardener, Photographer, and Educator—spoke about 
thinking of “the garden as a shared habitat.” For her, observation is really at the center 
of how she understands gardening. She made a point of saying she certainly isn’t a Master 
Gardener, just someone who loves gardening and photography. Through those 
experiences, she’s come to view a garden as more than just a collection of plants. Instead 
it’s a full ecosystem, one that reveals itself through watching, listening, reflecting, and 
making thoughtful choices that support everything living there together.
 She shared that her garden originally started as a way to reduce stress. She dug 
each hole and planted everything herself, choosing plants because she likes them rather 
than following strict “rules.” When asked what people should plant in their gardens, her 
answer was simple: whatever feels right for your space. The best way to figure that out, 
she explained, is through observation. The more closely you pay attention, the more you 
begin to notice, and the more you understand what your garden might need.
 One example she gave was about flowers being cut off, something many people 
would immediately blame on deer. But after taking the time to observe more carefully, she 
realized it was actually birds. It’s a small story, but it really shows how much you can 
learn just by slowing down and paying attention.
 She also shared a memorable (and slightly chaotic) story about rescuing a skunk 
that was drowning in her pond which, as you might imagine, was not easy. After she 
managed to help it out, the skunk didn’t exactly run off in gratitude. Instead, it ended up 
hanging out for days, following her around the yard, acting like it had found a new best 
friend. It was a funny reminder that when you start engaging with your garden as a shared 
habitat, you never quite know what kinds of relationships might form!
 A big takeaway from her talk was that A GARDEN IS A SHARED SPACE. 
It’s not just for us, but also for plants, pollinators, and other wildlife. She even 
mentioned that she often plants more than she personally needs so there’s 
enough to share with whatever creatures visit.  If you’re interested in learning 
more about which plants can attract certain “visitors,” or want to look over her 
list of “questions that guide the garden,” she provided a really detailed handout. If 
you didn’t get a copy, Ed should be able to share it. And who knows…if you take 
her advice to heart, you might just end up with a skunk friend of your own.
** if you’d like to see examples of her amazing photography and read more about 
Margaret, you can visit her website by searching “Margaret King in my 
backyard.”

The Garden for Birds Project is a US/Canada-focused, bird-friendly gardening 
initiative started by Cornell University in 2024. It promotes science-to-action 
practices to create native plant, bird-friendly habitats that support birds and 
biodiversity. Their website holds a wealth of resources.
https://www.gardenforbirds.org/deer-resistant-native-plants-by-region/
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