
ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

Events 
• May 17—Plant Sale—Athens 

City Pool parking lot 
• May 19 —Master Gardener 

monthly meeting—
Extension Office 

 

Lunch and Learn and Happy 
Hour series (weblink) https://
mastergardener.osu.edu/
LNL24 
 

May 2025 

New Master Gardener Interns 

 The 2025 a new Master Gardener Training Class successfully fin-
ished their education and are now ready to add volunteer hours.  Our new 
trainees are: Maryalice Turner, Jeff McKenna, DC Faber, Barbara Klaer, 
Zoe Chase, Amy Peterson, Kendal Schagel, Maureen Coon, Katrina Zook, 
Luisa Brient, and Erica Brient.  In addition to the Training Manual and Vid-
eos, this is the sec-
ond year when the 

class also received in-person labs by experienced Master Gar-
deners and trained professionals. These hands-on classes were 
presented as: Botany – Lee Gregg & Terry Perez; Soil – Kathy 
McCorkle, Beck LaSor-Martin & Ed Brown; Fruit Tree Pruning 
– Ed Brown; Woody and Herbaceous Ornamentals – Karen 
Durniat-Suehrstedt & Kathy McCorkle; Entomology – Erica 
Lyon; Propagation – Ed Brown & Joke Harnish; and Square 
Foot Gardening & Composting – Kathy McCorkle.   

Please be sure to welcome our new Master Gardener Volun-
teers as they volunteer on different  projects this summer.   

Ceil Weldon 

There are 
ferns we 
seek out, at 

some expense, nurture and pamper, while some ferns can just show up. 
The sensitive fern is one of the latter, though certainly a gardener usually 
plants it to have it in a preferred spot. But it can be found in roadside ditch-
es, or on bare patches of ground that are damp. The sensitive fern can 
grow in moist soil, even in water. When its “feet” are in water, it can grow 
in full sunlight. It forms colonies by its creeping rhizome or spores and 
makes an attractive addition to the garden, see fig.1, 
Like the ostrich fern, a close relative, Onoclea sensibilis bears its spores on 
separate modified leaves.                  (Cont.)                                                            

Sensitive Fern Lee Gregg & Joke Harnish 

Fig. 1 

https://mastergardener.osu.edu/LNL24
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/LNL24


OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Longwood Gardens (Kennett Square, PA) is one of the world's great 
gardens, and it was a delight to explore recently. There are not 
enough words to describe its beauty, and the feeling you get as a 
guest strolling in the immaculate, verdant spaces. It was recently 
named one of Time's top 100 Greatest Places in the world, as well 
as the top botanic garden by USA Today Readers' Choice Awards. 
There are 28 formal gardens across a 1,100-acre campus, ranging 
from a Mediterranean-landscape inspired Conservatory, to the 
curvy green-walled hallway (which led to this prestigious award in 
2014), to the naturalistic Meadow Garden which is managed by fire. 
If you plan on visiting, you might want to schedule multiple visits, 
as every turn tells a story of horticultural excellence and ecological 
stewardship.  

 
Longwood Gardens continuously innovates in plant-growing tech-
niques, blending global traditions with modern advancements. This expertise shines in their seasonal container crops 
(like commercially unavailable South African bulbs), hanging baskets, and meticulously cultivated standards. The bas-
kets were one of the highlights of the trip, from seeing the 9.5 feet in diameter and nearly 1,400 pounds rabbit’s-foot fern 

(Davallia fejeensis ‘Major’), to the nearly 100 bas-
kets of Streptocarpus ‘Concord Blue’ and Burro's 
Tail Sedum (Sedum burrito) that grace the en-
trance of the West Conservatory. I am looking for-
ward to their Chrysanthemum festival, which is 
one of the most horticulturally intense displays 
you can see in the world. If you are interested in 
learning more about their work, they have a won-
derful lecture series available online  

Longwood Gardens 

Maryalice Turner 

Sensitive Fern (cont.)      
 
These sporophylls emerge in late summer and         
are green, see fig.2, then become brown and woody with 
beadlike segments (it's also called the bead fern) see fig.3. 
The spores are released in winter or early spring and are 
green!    
 
The name comes from this fern's sensitivity to drought 
and frost. Mine succumbed to the current dry spell. Ferns 
need a deep watering midsummer but guess this year that 
meant mid-June!   Thanks to Joke Harnish for the photos. 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

https://time.com/collections/worlds-greatest-places-2025/7263165/longwood-gardens/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/longwood-gardens-kennett-square-pennsylvania/
https://longwoodgardens.org/gardens/conservatory-district/west-conservatory
https://longwoodgardens.org/gardens/conservatory-district/green-wall
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2014/11/19/365269208/americas-best-restroom-2014-is-verdant-and-curvy
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2014/11/19/365269208/americas-best-restroom-2014-is-verdant-and-curvy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxiyVJ09MQQc2I-34vzc4YKltQImaMVE8


OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

In the Garden 
• Beets 

• Cabbage 

• Carrots 

• Cauliflower 

• Leeks 

• Lettuce 

• Onion (sets) 

• Radish 

• Sweet Corn 

• Swiss Chard 

• Turnips 

After May 15 

• Cucumbers 

• Eggplant 

• Muskmelon 

• Peppers 

• Pumpkin 

• Squash 

• Sweet Potato 

• Tomatoes 

• Watermelon 

Digging Deeper – Ceil Weldon 

Peonies are nearly the perfect flower—a deer proof 
perennial that can last years without any attention, 
with fragrant, show-stopping flowers.  The only 
downside is their short bloom season.  So here is an 
easy trick to store peonies to enjoy in your bouquets 
all the way into June and July.  

--Pick stems when the bud is in the ‘marshmallow 
stage’—squishy when gently squeezed. 

--Strip off most of the leaves. 

--Gently roll the dry stems in paper towels or news-
paper. 

--Wrap the rolled up stems in plastic bags or 
place in airtight plastic boxes (or both).  Seal 
tightly so that no moisture can get in. 

--Store horizontally in your refrigerator. 

--When you are ready 
to enjoy your peonies, 
remove their wrap-
ping, recut the stems 
and place them in 
room temperature 
water for a few hours.  
They will open, smell 
wonderful, and have a 
vase life of 5-10 days. 

Extend the Peony Season 
Marcia Burchby 

 At our April meeting, Chris Kline of Butterfly Ridge, spoke about the na-
tive shrubs that attract and act as host plants to pollinators.  Although pollina-
tors are anything that moves pollen from one flower to another, Chris concen-
trated on the moths and butterflies found in this area.  Shrubs are small to medi-
um woody plants with multiple stems and Natives are plants that were found 
here before European Colonizing.  Chris reviewed approximately 14 native bush-
es and the specific moths and butterflies using them as host plants and encour-
aged the planting of these shrubs to help the pollinators.  


