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Extending Gardening
In recent years, our boxwoods have come under attack from both fungi and insects.
Lunch and Learn and Happy Last year was especially bad. Many of plants submitted to the Eliot diagnostic lab in
Hour series (weblink) https:// Wooster had winter injury, fungi, and boxwood leafminer damage. In addition,
mastergardener.osu.edu/ there was some drought stress
HHHLNL23-24 Problems with boxwoods include:

Volutella blight — Leaves and twigs are covered in fruiting masses (pink-orange

Series is finished for the season masses). These cause blight and stem canker

but all recordings are available
The disease management includes cultural practices and fungicide applications:

Fallen leaves and diseased branches should be removed from the plant sur-

roundings

Prune diseased branches, below the transition zone between healthy and symptomatic
Plants should be thinned to improve the light penetration and air circulation
Avoid overhead irrigation
Fungicide applications
Chlorothalonil (FRAC 1) or Chlorothalonil + Thiophanate-methyl (FRAC 1 +MS) or Copper hydroxide (FRAC M1) or
Copper sulfate pentahydrate (FRAC M!) or Mancozeb (FRAC M#)
Strat fungicide applications in the spring and continue until late spring. Even during the rainy seasons in fall, fun-
gacides need to be sprayed to protect late summer growth
Avoid planting boxwood too deeply
Mulching to maintain adequate soil moisture

To avoid the spread of the disease to healthy bushes, equipment should be sanitized between each cut. Ethanol solution (70%)
or bleach solution (10%) are effective sanitizers.

If you need to plant new boxwoods, there are several varieties that are less susceptible to blight: Green Velvet, Green Mound,
Pincushion, and Green Mountain

Boxwood Leafminer — Circular raised blisters on the leaves. Visit our site https://go.osu.edu/leafminer boxwood for more info.

Boxwood Mite — White scratches on leaves. Visit our site https://go.osu.edu/boxwood _mites for more info

Winter Dieback — While boxwoods are relatively cold hardy, some particularly bad cold-snaps may cause dieback in the boxwood
this can continue through the early part of the summer. To check on your boxwood, spread apart the branches and check for
new growth towards the base of the branch. You can trim out the dead material and allow sunlight and air to circulate around
the new growth.

Boxtree Moth - A new invasive pest has shown up in Southwest Ohio called the Box-
tree Moth. The larvae of this moth feed on the leaves of boxwoods and defoliate
them. For this reason, the area is under quarantine and boxwoods cannot move
from that area without certification that they are insect free. Read the complete
description of damage at https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2335

*Please report if you find these larvae on your boxwood
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May is the month for great enthusiasm among gardeners—sharing plants with friends and potting things up for the plant sale, ad-
miring a planting and deciding to try something new in our own garden, being sure that this will be the year to stay ahead of the
weeds. Good intentions! The Athens Master Gardeners’ responses to the question “What are your gardening regrets?” may be
somewhat cringe-worthy as we all recognize common regrets. They are also instructive as we head into another season.

Regrettable plants:

*mint, which is enjoyable to weed out and to use to make tea, and gooseneck loosestrife, which is gorgeous and attracts abundant
bees, but is as invasive as mint and not enjoyable to weed out. (Andrea Anderson)

*spotted dead nettle (lamium maculatum) which is now everywhere and can only be eliminated by digging every little sprout. Other
varieties are well-behaved and lovely. (Michael Lincoln)

*mint. Always use a container! (Karen D-S)

*buttercup—it takes over. (Molly Gassaway)

*5 kinds of mint, oenothera (sundrops), catnip, catmint, maiden grass, Japanese anemone. (Debi Daniels)

*morning glories. (Char Rae)

*dogbane, which is a beneficial native plant, but | let it grow in my vegetable bed about 3 years ago, thinking it was milkweed; | will
probably be pulling and digging it out for a very long time. (Char)

*English ivy, planted under pine trees; it grew everywhere except under the pine trees and is very difficult to remove (Dorie Gilbride)
*Houdini plant and gooseneck loosestrife. (Susan Quinn)

*chameleon plant and gooseneck loosestrife. (Ceil Weldon)

*ditch lilies. (Marcia)

*locust trees (all the spikes) and cherry tomatoes (lots of volunteers in the following years). (Deb Balding)

*St. John’s wort and plumbago—both aggressive spreaders. (Lee Gregg)

*dead nettle—it spreads like crazy. (Nan Needs)

*barberry bushes which are invasive and crown vetch, which has spread everywhere and I'm still dealing with it 40 years later.
(Jeanne Hasley)

*star of Bethlehem; I've pulled out 3,000 tiny bulbs. (Laura Caple)

*purchasing a lysimachia ciliata ‘firecracker plant’ at my first plant sale with no knowledge of how spready it is. Every year | dig up
many, many plants! | wish | had asked how enthusiastic this plant was. (Kathy McCorkle)

*Heirloom Eggplant seeds from Seed Savers. Things went well at first, then | had to fight flea beetles. | checked daily and
squashed and sprayed Neem. The plants survived and grew over 6 feet tall. They began to bloom and bloom, but never set one
eggplant. The seeds went everywhere and took me years to pull up all the starts that kept coming. (Kathy)

Regrettable practices:

*not sowing seeds on time and knowing that | have to wait another season to do so. (Roxanne Male-Brune)

*trusting that my chickens will not mess with freshly planted areas; unfortunately, they always do. (Molly)

*planting shade-loving plants where they get too much sun. (Karen)

*those ground mounted solar panels. Sure, solar power is great, but they are SO big and shiny; I'll spend years trying to camouflage
them. (Marcia)

*pbuying from a source or choosing a less expensive plant, thinking I'm saving money but what I'm really getting is an inferior plant.
Two years ago | bought a beautiful clematis at White’s Mill and one at a big box store. The one from WM easily survived the winter
and has been covered with blooms; the other has a single stem and no blooms in sight. (Terrie Perez)

--about 20 years ago | purchased a house on a property with very large Yew bushes along the roadway that are increasingly hardto
trim. The older | get, the more challenging it is to balance on a ladder with cordless trimmers (Elizabeth Flum)

*not labeling where | plant things, thinking I’'m going to remember, but that never happens! (Molly)

*falling for the ‘greenhouse effect’, that is buying a plant that is bourgeoning with blossoms when | buy it and then looks lackluster
with modest blooms afterward. (Susan Quinn)

*not putting things to bed well in the fall. (Molly)

*getting excited by a plant and not being careful enough about its deer resistance; the latest episode was creeping phlox that was
munched and pulled up by the roots within 24 hours. (Michael)

*creating a new garden space and focusing on the plants instead of the soil. (Karen)

*| didn’t properly harden tender seedlings or plants that overwintered indoors and then got fried by a day in the sun. (Susan)

* pulling out perennials with spring clean-up, thinking they are weeds. (Susan)

*not planting a grove of fruit trees. (Dorie)

*| didn’t plant more flowering trees.

*failing to make a plan before planting. (Ceil)

*| regret not taking chances. | hold back on big plans and big dreams because I'm afraid I'm not ready. I'd love to be able to throw
caution to the wind and just go forward.



e Beets

e C(Cabbage
e Carrots

e Collards
e Leeks

e Lettuce

e Mustard

e Onion (sets)
e Radish

e Sweetcorn
e Swiss Chard
e Turnips
After May 15

e Cucumbers
e Eggplants

e Muskmelons
e Peppers

e Pumpkins

e Squash (summer, winter)

e Sweet potato
e Tomatoes

e Watermelon

One of the early emerging ferns is the Ostrich fern, Matteuccia struthi-
opteris, which can create a lovely, lush display in the spring, see fig. 1.
However, the very feature that
¢t makes such a wonderful scene,
; | i.e. a swatch of vase shaped
& | plants, is created by very vigor-

4@ ous vegetative reproduction via
i stolons which grow away from
¥ the parent plant and then turn up
! and start a new plant. So, be-
! ware of where you plant it, it can
spread! It does very well in a
shaded, or partially shaded, area with a moist soil, and is a favorite for
foundation plantings. Another caution is that August G r——
is not a kind month for this fern, the leaves start to ;
brown and look battered. Like most ferns, they bene-
fit from a good soaking mid summer. The Ostrich fern
is somewhat unusual in that the spores are borne on
completely separate and brown modified leaves
which emerge in midsummer or fall. See fig.2. The
spores are green and are shed in mid winter. Like
other green fern spores they are short lived. The
brown fronds can provide a bit of winter interest,

one of a handful of ferns that survived the ice age. No ,\
wonder it does so well in northern latitudes!

On a pleasant April evening, Lee Gregg and Laura
Capel made a presentation on Food Preservation,
specifically the home canning methods used for
Jams, Chutneys and Pickles. The primary concern in
home canning is food safety. Lee explained how to
prepare the jars by using the hot dishwasher setting
and then placing the jars in a 180 degree oven to
keep them clean while preparing the food. Using her
own delicious preserves, Lee shared cooking tips on
her recipes and then explained the process of sealing
with a hot water bath. Properly sealed jar lids will
“ping” to show they are sealed.




