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The view from almost every window in my house showcases trees and 
plants from Mason Chambers of Five Springs Farm.  Many of these plants 
were misfits or runts that Mason simply gave me in hopes that they would 
find forever homes and today they are big and beautiful as they grow up 
alongside one another.  It dawns on me that these plants and this view are 
a great tribute to Mason’s life and his gifts to the world. Sweet shrub, unu-
sual witch hazel cultivars, hazelnut, Clethra, chinkapin oak,  native and Ori-
ental Plum, black gum, hemlock and more…He left Athens and our region a 
better place with his diverse and unique plants. 

But in reflecting on Mason’s life, I also realize that it was more than the 
trees and plants that made him so special and important. Mason loved 
people.  He was fast friends with everyone.  His comic banter was legend-
ary and he had amazing nicknames for his closest family and friends.  Those 
were the people that he worked with in developing his 26 year old Five 
Springs Farm Nursery and Landscaping service.  In these ways, Mason led 
by example.  He followed his dreams, he worked hard, he shared, while 
seeming to enjoy every minute and accomplishing so much to make the 
world a better place for plants but most importantly for people.   

We all know that Mason knew more about plants and landscaping than all 
of us combined. He had a genius for knowing what plants would do best 
with challenging sites and soils. He could see a finished landscape where 
previously a barren space cried out for attention. But what we might have 
overlooked was what a good person he was.  He was incredibly generous 
and patient, he never overcharged, and he did it all with a smile and hu-
mor, with everyone, every day. 

A friend and fellow nurseryman shared that when he started his nursery in 
1995, he was candid and conscious about not selling the same things or 
competing. As Five Springs Farm grew, Mason became known for actually 
reaching out to other growers, sharing and creating great collaborations to 
find, grow and share the best plants possible. 

His knowledge, skills, know-how have given us tree-lined streets and beau-
tifully lush landscaped yards in Athens and beyond.   Knowing him gives us 
a chance to reflect on how we all might take time for humor, how we might 
be warmer with one another and how we too should follow our dreams 
with hard work and collaboration.  He left Athens a better place and all of 
us a chance to be better people.  RIP Mason Chambers  

Read all about Rhubarb on Page 2 

Remembering Mason Chambers 

—Ann Bonner 

Plant of the Month 

Rhubarb—Rheum rhabarum 



OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

It must be late spring as Rheum rhabarbarum, a 
perennial vegetable, is coming on strong!  
When planted in a place where it has room to 
grow undisturbed, rhubarb will continue to pro-
duce for many years.  These plants are heavy 
feeders and need well-drained soil full of organ-
ic matter.  While it can survive in partial shade, 
full sun is ideal. Remove the flower/seed stalks 
as soon as they appear so the plant can focus 
its energy on the production of edible stalks. 
Overcrowding can be a problem, dig and split 
the plant every 3-4 years as needed. 

The stalks should be harvested when they are 
12-18 inches long (**Note**the leaves of the 
plant are toxic, only the stalks are to be con-
sumed!).  Always leave at least 2 stalks to en-
sure continued production.   

They are naturally tart, and when combined 
with a sweetener can turn dishes into a deli-
cious, seasonal, local delicacy.   

SE Ohio last saw our periodical cicada, known as Brood V, in 2016 and they won’t reappear until 2033.  However, we 
have been hearing about Brood X (so named because they are the tenth brood which experts have tracked) who are 
warming up for their return to many surrounding states and SW Ohio. Occurring only in North 
America, there are at least 18 distinct broods. Entomologists began tracking and mapping ci-
cadas in the mid 1800’s, with the help of reports from newspaper readers.  In 2021, citizens 
are encouraged to help with mapping using phone apps and Facebook groups. 

With approximately 1.5 million insects 
per acre, all emerging within a couple 
weeks of one another, cicadas rely on 
predator satiation to assure their surviv-
al. The bugs have been underground, 
feeding on sap from tree roots for 13 or 
17 years (depending on the brood). 
Adults will emerge through soil chim-
neys when the soil temperature is 64 
degrees F, shed their exoskeletons and 
make a lot of noise for 2-4 weeks as 
they noisily look for a mate.  Females 
will cut slits in the underside of tree and 
woody shrub branches and lay 400-600 
eggs in these pockets.  6-10 weeks later, 
the eggs hatch and the nymphs will 
head back underground for 17 more 
years.   

An additional link from USA Today. https://
www.usatoday.com/in-depth/
graphics/2021/03/30/a-visual-guide-to-
2021-cicadas/4670176001/  

Brood X Cicada — Marcia Burchby 
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April’s Monthly Meeting culminated with an engaging presentation by Dr. Bekka Brodie, of the OU Dept of Biological 
Sciences.  Brodie got her start during her Peace Corps term in Fiji when working as a beekeeper morphed into making 
honey tinctures to aid in reducing the high rates of infections in the village children.  Today her re-
search focuses on how insects, specifically flies, process information, communicate, and make de-
cisions.  Dr. Brodie’s presentation included amazing photos, video footage, and explanations of 
experiments exploring all sorts of aspects of flies including flight patterns, speeds, effects of light 
frequencies, mating systems and more.  In addition to the potential effect this work has on food 
production, it is her hope that this research can lead to increased health and safety of health de-
partment workers at wastewater treatment plants.  Find out more about Dr. Brodie here:  

https://bekkabrodie.com/fly-pollinators/ 

Digging Deeper— Molly Gassaway 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Throughout the pandemic of 2020and now into 2021, I have been enjoying numerous webinar presentations offered 
through The Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) program.  For ten such programs 
since early January 2021 the question that I submitted in the Q&A was, “ Which websites and/or apps would you rec-
ommend for identification purposes? ”  

The following suggestions were provided by ten of the presenters who are 
statewide and/or nationally recognized experts in the fields of horticulture, 
forestry & natural resources and entomology.  

Phone Apps 

#1  iNaturalist receives the gold medal for being listed by virtually every 
presenter in every field of study. It is hailed as being used extensively 
by researchers in collecting and sharing data. This app identifies plants, 
insects, mushrooms and more based on photos you take. The better 
the photo, the better the chance of an accurate identification. 
Plantsnap works similarly. 

#2 Plantsnap shares the silver medal with… 

#3 vtree  (Virginia Tech Tree Identification) By answering a series of ques-
tions about leaves, flowers, bark etc., you are lead through a process 
of elimination in identifying trees. 

#4 Great Lakes Early Detection Network (GLEDN) wins the bronze for its 
important role in collecting & sharing data on invasive species as they 
are found & reported in particular locations. 

Websites 

The following two websites were both recommended by leading ento-
mologists, although discoverlife.org is relevant to interest in plants, insects, amphibians and more.  

Bugguide.net 

Discoverlife.org 

As spring edges toward summer, hopefully we will be gathering safely outdoors and can share what we have learned 
and appreciate about these various resources along with others that we discover along the way.  

Best Websites and Phone Apps for Identifying Plants and Insects — Pattie O’Brien 
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