e March 24 —Master Garden-
er monthly meeting—

Extension Office

Lunch and Learn and Happy

Hour series (weblink) https:// Spring was in the air as over 50 community members, including
mastergardener.osu.edu/

LNL24 seeds during the winter taught by Roxanne Male-Bruno.

Roxanne began by going over the various components of potting
A new season has begun. Check soil and why the amounts of vermiculite, etc. matter for starting tiny seeds.
out the live webinars or past She then discussed seed selection, keeping in mind whether the ones you
recordings. chose need cold stratification or nicking the outer seedcoat or whatnot.

several Master Gardeners, attended a workshop to learn about sowing

and seed needs, you may need to remove the tape to water it frequently.

Once the starts get their first set of true leaves, it’s time to trans-
fer them to a bigger vessel. Rox really wanted us to remember to not
touch the sensitive roots! And she also mentioned how some smaller
plant like baby lettuces and short carrots can even stay in the containers

for their entire life cycle.

Attendees were encouraged to “make one, take one,” as in leave
some for CFI for them to expand pollinator areas at their Community
Gardens as well as use them for their May Plant Start Giveaway.
(Shameless plug: CFI is looking for plant parents! Help us Grow & Share
by raising some starts to donate to our upcoming Giveaways!)

The advantages of using upcycled containers for this project are many:

e No need to buy trays, most of us have items in our recycling bin that work even
better! *Keep the critters out (deer, slugs, squirrels, etc)

e A “mini greenhouse” equals increased warmth and humidity

e Plants are more resilient plants since they are and grown outdoors already accli-
mated

e Can be modified to adjust drainage & ventilation (open it up on hot days, make
holes in bottom bigger for more drainage)

Simply cut in half a clear jug (milk, water ,soda), except a 1 inch hinge about
4’ for the bottom. Poke holes in the bottom, add 2-3” of soil, seeds planted per packet
instructions, and duct tape it closed. Putin a protected location, noting and planning
accordingly for your seed selection (full or partial sun and how much moisture they
need, etc.). Leave the cap off so rain and fresh air can enter. Depending on weather



https://mastergardener.osu.edu/LNL24
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OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

On Saturday, February 2274, 2025, the Wistendahl Garden volunteers sponsored a workshop at the Athens Public Li-
brary on preparing native plant seed for sowing. The presenter was Chris Kline from Butterfly Ridge, an educational
garden in Hocking County designed specifically for conserving butterflies. Many of our midwestern native plant seeds
need to be scarified (seed coat is roughened up) and/or stratified (experience a cold moist period of time) before they
will germinate well. Seeds used in this workshop included boneset, cardinal flower, false 1nd1go anise hyssop, iron-
weed, milkweed, false nettle, rattlesnake master, American sen- ' /
na, sneezeweed, turtlehead and wingstem.

Here is a description of the methods he uses for success:

Harvest and store seeds

Harvest the seed when it is ripe and store each species in labeled
paper bags in either an unheated building, or once the seeds are
completely dry they may be stored in a freezer. Freezer storage
will keep them viable for many years.

The next steps are usually done in January or February:

Scarify

Some types of seed need scarification, especially those in the legume family. Place your seeds between 2 pieces of
sandpaper and rub the sandpaper around on the seeds to scratch off some of the seed coat (~20 circular movements)

Stratify

First, label a sandwich or snack size Ziploc bag with the name of the plant, the stratification start date “in” and the end
date “out” with a permanent marker. Then put ~1/4 cup of fine (sterile) sand in the bag, and your seed, and mix them
together. Spray water in (~12-15 sprays) to moisten the mixture. It shouldn’t be so wet that water can drip out of the
mixture. Roll up the bag to remove most of the air and Ziploc it. Store in the refrigerator for the time recommended
for the species of seed. These bags are so small that many of them will fit in a small container in your refrigerator.
Mark on your calendar the day your seeds will be done stratifying. Then they are ready to grow. If you are not ready,
or it is too early to plant, just leave the seeds in the refrigerator until you want to plant them. If planting directly out-
side, Chris recommends waiting until the frost-free date for your area for the best results.

Chris favors this method because the seed is protect-
ed from all the animals that eat fall planted seeds s B0l © e IR e gk
and he gets an 80-90% germination rate with this

method. He tried using plastic containers to protect WM A @ WM? _A/ W WﬂLOM

fall planted seeds and animals chewed through the
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OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

In the Garden

After March 15

e Asparagus

e Collards

Callery Pear (pyrus calleryana) were introduced to the US from
Asia in 1968 by the USDA as an ornamental. These were assumed to be
sterile, but they are in fact able to cross pollinate with other pear trees and
have proliferated freely in much of the country. In 2023, they were added to
the list of invasive, non-native species in Ohio and are banned in Ohio and

e Onion (sets)

e Peas
several other states. While existing trees do not have to be removed, it is
e Radish illegal to buy or sell them.
« Spinach Non-native pears are among the first to flower in the spring and are
) easily spotted in the woods that they are invading; they are especially no-
o Turnips ticeable in disturbed sites and along roadways. (Wild plums bloom at the
same time, seldom growing >8 feet tall). So, take this time to identify and
After March 25 tag trees that should be cut down. It is also advisable to remove or treat the
e Leeks stump with herbicide to prevent it from resprouting.
e Mustard

o Potatoes

‘Digging Deeper - cil weidon

Mark Jones, of the Athens Soil and Water Conservation District, gave a presentation
on the Identification and Management of Oak Wilt at the February meeting. Oak
Wilt is not sudden oak death rather it is a fungal disease that clogs up the vascular
system of the tree. Itis primarily spread below ground, when the roots overlap and
grow together. The secondary method of spreading is by beetles that carry the
spores into the wounded tree. Mark provided information on how and when to iden-
tify infected trees. You need to confirm the infection with a lab. There are similar
diseases such as Bacterial Leaf Scorch, Anthracnose, Oak Decline, and two lined
chestnut borers. Mark then explained how to prevent Oak Wilt from spreading.
Once identified, the tree has to be removed. There are treatments for trees you want
to keep but they are very expensive. The good news is that while the disease is in
Ohio Athens County currently has no active cases. Maintaining tree species diversity

reduces the risk - the goal is to increase awareness.



