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Ohio University Greenhouse —  
Molly Gassaway 

On a chilly day in February, CFI’s Garden Team toured the Ohio University 
Plant Biology Greenhouse.  Located on South Green just up the steps from 
Morton Hall, the almost 5,000 square-foot greenhouse was built in 1972, 
with an adjacent outdoor 1-acre garden started shortly thereafter. Depend-
ing on where on campus one frequents, plenty of students as well as com-
munity members do not even know this amazing place exists! 

The mission of the greenhouse and instruction-
al garden is to provide a plant collection that 
serves the interest of Environmental & Plant 
Biology students, faculty, and staff as well as 
other interested academic units.  In addition, 
the facilities provide an opportunity for out-
reach to the community of Athens. The plant 
collections demonstrate taxonomic diversity 
including economically important plants, succu-
lents, and epiphytes. 

Harold Blazier, who has been managing the 
greenhouse for decades, is especially interest-
ed in carnivorous plants.  Their selection of 

these viscous beasts is incredible!  
(Who knew pitcher plants could have 
flowers large enough to digest cock-
roaches?!).  He also has an affinity for 
Monstera plants and half of an entire 
glass room dedicated to experi-
menting with their different variega-
tions. Additionally, we saw cacao 
trees, orchids in blooms of all colors, 
cacti that looked like they were from 
another planet, gigantic prehistoric-
looking ferns, and we were able to eat oranges right off a tree!   

While there is not “set” hours the greenhouse is open, the friendly fellow 
who gave us the tour said folks were welcome to stop by anytime and so 
long as the building is unlocked, they can explore on their own.  If you want 
a more official tour or want to see some great pictures of what all they have 
growing, you can contact the greenhouse via their Facebook page.  Person-
ally, I am excited to go back during the summer months and see what they 
have going on in their newly expanded outdoor area.  

Dear Flora 
Last year, I grew peas. I enjoyed eat-
ing them, but I discovered I would 
rather have a root canal than shell 
peas (well, almost). What do you 
suggest? 
-Shelly Nomore 
 
Dear Shelly, 
I empathize. I think that may be one 
of the reasons the pioneers had such 
big families. While there are some 
“pea shelling” contraptions available, 
they might be more trouble than they 
are worth, unless you intend to mar-
ket shelled peas. But that is no rea-
son to refrain from the benefits of 
growing peas. Besides being tasty 
and versatile, peas are high in Vita-
min C and Niacin and, like most oth-
er legumes, growing them results in 
nitrogen being released into the soil 
Continued…                                     

Dear Flora, 
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OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Digging Deeper – Molly Gassaway 

After our latest Monthly Meeting, we learned all about rain gardens from Te-
resa Caldwell of the Soil & Water Conservation District.  She started her 
presentation by telling us that stormwater is rapidly becoming the number 
one pollutant in the USA, even here in Athens! 

And that more than 80% of surface water in urban and suburban areas is pol-
luted, which means high chemical levels, low oxygen for fish, increased algae 
and bacteria, and thus an increased cost in time, filtering, and chemicals need-
ed to produce clean water for drinking.    

So, what can we do about it? First and foremost, never let anything but rain go 
down your storm drain.  Also, keep your car in good working order and dis-
pose of or recycle fluids properly, leave un-mowed strips along waterways 4-5 
foot wide and keep the soil covered with living plants, and install rain barrels.  
All these are ideas to SLOW IT DOWN, SPREAD IT OUT, AND SOAK IT IN.  

And finally, we can install rain gardens on our properties.  A rain garden is a 
constructed area that catches runoff from driveways, downspouts, parking 
lots, roads, etc.  It is planted with native perennials that tolerate periods of 
standing water or drought, which have deep roots that increase infiltration.  
Rain gardens are NOT wetlands, they are designed to dry out between storm 
events.  They reduce storm water (by up to 90%!) and greatly improve water 
quality...not to mention they look beautiful and attract pollinators. 

As far as installation, it’s all about their location, and you’ll need to both ex-
plore the water patterns as well as the soil composition.  Theresa mentioned 
that her department will do complimentary site visits and assessments, she 
can be reached at (740) 797-9686 ex 6282 or via email teresacald-
well@athensswcd.org.  Additionally, she highly recommended the book, The 
Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens, available for purchase at her office.  

to support succeeding crops. 
 
A pea-pleasing alternative to 
growing the English shelling 
peas is to plant snap peas (a.k.a., 
sugarsnap peas). Like the Asian 
snow peas, with which most of 
us are familiar, sugarsnap peas, a 
more recent development, also 
have an edible pod. However, 
while snow peas are all pod, 
sugarsnaps develop the peas 
(seeds) within the pods, so you 
get a package deal without the 
waste and ennui of the shelling 
pea. 
 
There are several types of sug-
arsnaps to choose from, includ-
ing bush, pole, and stringless 
versions. All peas tend to prefer 
cooler weather, and can be 
planted six to eight weeks prior 
to the last expected hard frost. 
The Territorial Seed Company 
catalog claims that snap peas are 
the most productive of peas.  
They will begin to mature quick-
ly as the weather warms, so be 
prepared to freeze what you 
can’t eat right away. You can 
plant peas again in July for a fall 
crop. 
 
Do you have a question for Flo-
ra? Please write to Char Rae, 
charrae51128@gmail.com. 
Questions will be answered as 
space permits.  

Dear Flora, 
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