
ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

March 2020   
Events 

• March 23—Master Gardener 

meeting—Extension Office 

• April 4 — Children’s Garden 

cleanup  

• May 9—Master Gardener 

Plant Sale 

     BUGS AND BLOOMS 

Spring Peepers (hyla crucifer cruci-
fer) are a sure sign of spring as their 
chirping sounds are clearly heard on 
warm evenings.  So small (.75-1.25”) 
that they could sit on a dime, the 
tiny creatures appear at the first hint 
of spring, even while ice remains on 
shallow breeding ponds.  They can 
produce their own ‘antifreeze’ to 
help preserve their most essential 
organs while up to 70% of their body 
can freeze to the point that the heart 
stops pumping.  Peepers live in 
wooded areas in or near ponds, 
wooded wetlands or swamps in the 
eastern half of North America, from 
Florida to Canada.  They are easily 
identified by the dark X on their 
backs and rounded tree-frog toe 
pads.  

Tips & Reminders for Seed Starting 

• Check seed packets for when to start seeds inside—it may be soon! Last 

frost in Athens, Ohio is around May 9th—15th.  

• Some types of vegetables, such as beans and squash, are best started out-

doors because they germinate and grow quickly. 

• Start with a fresh soil mix that will ensure healthy, disease-free seedlings.  

• Remember to sterilize reused pots or planters by soaking in 1 part bleach 9 

parts water for 10 minutes. 

• Before filling your containers, moisten the planting mix. 

• To speed germination, cover the pots with plastic wrap or a plastic dome 

that fits over the seed-starting tray. This helps keep the seeds moist before 

they germinate. When you see the first signs of green, remove the cover. 

• As the seedlings grow, use a mister or a small watering can to keep the soil 

moist but not soggy. Let the soil dry slightly between waterings.  

• Set up a fan to ensure good air movement and prevent disease. 

• Rotate the pots regularly to keep plants from leaning into the light. If 

you're growing under lights, adjust them so they're just a few inches above 

the tops of the seedlings. Keep in mind that seedlings need darkness, too, 

so they can rest. As the seedlings grow taller, raise the lights. 

• Harden off the seedlings. About a week before you plan to set the seedlings 

into the garden, place them in a protected spot outdoors (partly shaded, 

out of the wind) for a few hours, bringing them in at night. Gradually, over 

the course of a week or 10 days, expose them to more sunshine and wind. 

• Beware of “damping off”, a fungus that causes the stems of young seed-

lings become withered and topple over. This fungus is difficult to eradicate 

once it is present in the soil, but you can avoid it by using a sterile, soilless 

growing medium, and by providing good air circulation. 
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Garden Planting 

After March 15 

• Asparagus 

• Collards 

• Onion (sets) 

• Peas 

• Radish 

• Spinach 

• Turnips 

After March 25 

• Leeks 

• Mustard 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

MARCH GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

Native to North America and Cana-

da, the Eastern Redbud exhibits 

bright pink flowers that appear 

early in April. It has reddish-purple 

leaves, changing to dark green and 

then yellow in the Fall. The eastern 

redbud grows up to two feet per 

year to a height of 20–30' ft. Red-

bud does well in wide range of 

soils, full sun and partial shade. The 

early blossoms draw in nectar-

seeking insects, including several 

species of early-season butterflies.  

Submit a plant for Plant of the 

Month to brown.6000@osu.edu 

Digging Deeper– Ann Bonner 

 

Eastern Redbud, Cercis canadensis 

Our February Presenter was Rick Webb of Webb Perennials in Logan, 
Ohio.  Rick Webb is actively involved with the Growing Vibrant Commu-
nities program of America In Bloom and its implementation in Logan.  
Using several different communities as examples, his slide program 
gave vivid examples of the changes the program has made in the eco-
nomic development and revitalization of communities by adding flow-
ers, shrubs and trees to turn downtown areas into warm and welcom-
ing landscapes.  He then described how Logan is using the program to 
change the cityscape with trees and plants – and involve all parts of the 
community in those changes.  Master Gardener, Ann Bonner, who 
works at ODNR, has been involved with the tree selection and planting.   

Non-Native Invasive Species invaders – Eric Hayes 

The weather is warming and spring bulbs are beginning to show above 
ground.  This is also a chance to get a head start on controlling Non-
Native Invasive Species (NNIS). These NNIS have the ability in early 
spring to start leafing out before our native plants as well as the ability 
to retain their leaves for a longer period of time just adding to the long 
list of how NNIS can outcompete our native Flora and Fauna. If you are 
curious whether or not you have any NNIS in your favorite areas, keep 
an eye out in the early spring while the Redbuds & Dogwoods start to 
flower or in the late fall as the Maples & Hickories lose their leaves. All 
you have to do is just look for the plants that are still bright green.  This 
will not work for every NNIS we have but it will give you a good idea of 
the many and if you don’t want to wait until that time or need confir-
mation reach out to your local State Service Forester or Wildlife Spe-
cialist/Forestry Technician to plan a site visit.”   


