
Master Gardener Volunteer Meeting – November 23, 2025 – UU Fellowship of Athens, OH, 
184 Longview Hts. – 6pm 

Members Present – Debi Daniels, Marcia Burchby, Karen Durniat-Suerstedt, Barb Klaer, 
Ceil Weldon, Lee Gregg, Kira Burns, Michael Lincoln, Barb Harrison, Anthony Small, Zella 
Nisely, Kelly Capuzzi, Debbie Balding, Nan Needs, Margaret Hoff, Laura Caple, Kathy 
McCorkle, Amy Peterson  

Michael Lincoln called the meeting to order, and we reviewed the minutes from our last 
meeting in October.  Kathy McCorkle reported that she and Mary Moffatt and Kathy Berry 
were left off the attendees list for the October meeting. Apologies for this error. BH October 
minutes were approved.   

Michael began the meeting by asking us to answer a brief question “What are your goals for 
MGVs in 2026? “The answers were varied. Here are a few of the responses.   

More information to share at the Athens Farmers Mkt., Help Ed and the Extension Office 
find a new home, more field trips.   

Michael gave us an update about the Athens Shade Tree Commission.  The city 
administration has withdrawn their request to change the role and importance of the Shade 
Tree commission.   

MGV Intern training class – We will implement a mentor program with our MGV interns 
next year.  The first class is on January 14 held at the Athens County Fairground, Fair Board 
Office. We are still accepting applications as we have not yet reached the minimum 
number needed to hold a course and training.   

MGV Recertification – We were reminded to update our own hours and continuing 
education hours for 2025.  The deadline to do this is December 15th.  It was mentioned by 
Ed that if one achieves 500 hours total, they can apply for emeritus status. 

MGV Election of Officers - A vote was held online for the 2026 MGV Officers.  Those 
elected are Michael Lincoln, President, Kelly Capuzzi Vice President, Debi Daniels, 
Treasurer, Barb Harrison, Secretary.   

Treasurers Report – Debi Daniels reported that we have $6,514.46 in the bank.  Debi made 
a motion to donate $50 per meeting to the UU Fellowship for holding our meetings here 
over the fall months.  All agreed!  Debi wrote a check for $150 to the UUFA.  

Committee Reports – Laura Caple reported that we will hear from Luka Gagliano tonight 
about his work with Forest Fungi.  For Feb, Mar., April we will hear from speakers TBA, in 
May, June and July we will plan trips for the group to be in the field.   



Children’s Garden – Zella Nisely reported that our total donation for 2025 from the garden 
was 1200 lbs. to CFI.   

Farmers Market – No report  

Newsletter – Marcia Burchby reported that articles are always welcome.  Zella’s article 
was very much appreciated in the last newsletter.  

Athens Library gardens – No report  

Outreach and Education – Karen D-S reported that each one in the group has taken a 
month to develop educational outreach.  The group has also been working diligently on 
materials for our Athens Farmers Mkt. table.  The next meeting for this group will be prior to 
our February meeting.  

Flower Power – Laura Caple reported that they would be needed next on Dec. 13 for 
capturing the flowers from OU Commencement Ceremony and create bouquets.   

Ora Anderson Trail – Kathy McCorkle reported that the group was quite productive in the 
early November invasives removal project coordinated by Rachael Crouch.   

Announcements:  

Kelly Capuzzi announced that there will be an event, December 10, at the Hocking Hills 
Welcome Center – Mason Bees will be the topic.   

Kathy McCorkle reminded us to send her photos if we have them of MGV activity. Kathy 
lovingly creates our annual slideshow for our January event.   

Next meeting (celebration event) – January 26th at 6:00 pm at the UU Fellowship of Athens, 
184 Longview Hts. 

Meeting adjourned.  Happy Holidays to all.   

Please see 



 


