May 18 Athens County Master Gardener Volunteers Meeting Minutes

Location: Five Springs Farm, Amesville Community pollinator garden & shelter house

Attendees: Michael Lincoln, Debi Daniels, Dorie Gilbride, Barb Harrison, Karen Durniat-Suehrstedt,
Debbie Balding, Zella Nisely, Kendall Schagel, Carie Schagel, Laura Caple, Nancy Walker, Barb Klaer,
Maureen Coon, Marcia Burchby

Program

The group met at Five Springs Farm at 6:00 PM. We had a tour of the gardens and grounds and learned
about the history and current production of native plants. Lisa Chambers gave us the tour. The group
then traveled to Amesville community garden — pollinator garden. Marcia Burchby, Barb Klaer, and
Maureen Coon gave us a brief introduction, and we were also happy to meet Mary Ann Westendorf who is
one of the founders of the garden. The group then traveled to the nearby shelter house in the park for our
meeting.

The meeting was called to order about 7:45 pm by Michael Lincoln.

I[tems for Discussion:

e Review of April meeting minutes. Minutes were approved as read.

o DebiDaniels gave the treasurers report at 5 Springs Farm — She reported that we grossed $4,616
onthe plant sale on 5/16. Some expenses are still pending.

e Michael asked for a volunteer to attend tomorrow evenings CFl Dinner, Molly Gassaway
announced that we will receive the “Golden Trowel” award for our work with CFl and donations
from our Children’s Garden and other volunteer opportunities. In the end, Kelly Capuzzi was able
to attend the event to accept on our behalf. Thanks Kelly and CFI!

e Little Library installed in Children’s Garden- Michael reminded folks to bring donations for
gardening books!

« Michael asked for verbal feedback about plant sale before we adjourned.
Some comments include:

o Bring your own chair for MGVs overall.

o Have a canopy for every table - put a call out to all MGVs to lend them.

o Loved colored tags, easy to see.

o When plants are dropped off for sale, they must have relevant information.
For our sun perennial table, many of the lilies were not identifiable by color.
This isn’t marketable for selling to others. We will strive to do better.

o We didn’t mind the afternoon time but perhaps we can reserve the pool
location for the morning as in the past. It is up to the committee.



o Planttrays should be placed at each table for shoppers’ ease.
o Michael reminded us that Ed will send out a formal survey about plant sale
and everyone should complete it.

Committee Reports
Community Education Committee
Coming Up:

e Committee meeting will be next week Tuesday May 26 at 4:00 pm at the Fairgrounds Secretary’s
building. If you are new to the committee, please see me to get your name on my mailing list.

e Farmers Market education projects — going well — currently focused on planting tips and providing
children with the opportunity to plant a sunflower in a pot.

We can use 4” posts so if you have extra after the plant sale, please drop them off at the Children’s
Garden.

e Children’s Summer Program is to be held in the Children’s Garden on June 16 and 18 and July 21
and 23. We still need volunteers.

¢ Committee Members are busy — Karen has presented to groups at the Hospital, and we get
requests through Ed frequently.

e Growing a Kitchen Garden - Barb Harrison & Dyana Robenault on July 13 at the Plains Library at
4:00 pm.

e Bee Curious- Karen will present at the Glouster Library on July 28

e Monarchs Aren’t the Only Ones — Margaret Hoff will present on July 31 at the Chauncey Library

e Ask A Master Gardener program is getting great feedback. Karen reported that a community
member stopped by the table at the AFM to let us know that their question sent to the program
was returned with excellent detail and completely answered their inquiry. Kudos to Betsy Flum for
your work on Ask A Master Gardener.

Program Committee — Laura Caple reported that we will be at Debi Daniels home next month for our
June 29 at 6: 00 pm. For our July 27 meeting we will meet at Ann Moneypenny’s home.

Children’s Garden -Zella reported that we are receiving the Golden Trowel award for our donations to
CFl last year. So far this year we have donated 19.5 pounds. The weekly workday is on Wednesdays,
time subject to weather, usually 8, 8:30 or 9am.

Farmers Market Table — Barb H. reported that we need folks to volunteer at the table each Saturday
from 8am — Noon. Thanks to those who have volunteered so far. This month we are educating about
planting seeds, companion plants and lots of discussion about “tics.”

Newsletter — Marcia reminded folks that we would love to have stories, articles, and letters for the
newsletter.

Athens Library Update — Plants going in and wheelbarrow from Children’s Garden will be taken to the
library.



Dyana Robenault suggested we provide a rewrite to the Athens City Tree Commission guide. The
group applauded her recommendation and encouraged her to start the project. Michael cautioned
that the work must go through the Commission and suggested contacting Tristan Kinnison, the chair.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30ish.

Minutes prepared by: [Barb Harrison]
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