
Athens Co. Master Gardener Volunteers 
Monday, June 23, 2025- 6:00 pm 

Attendees: Maureen Coon, Marcia Burchby, Dorie Gilbride, Elizabeth Flum, Lee Gregg, Debbie Balding, 
Michael Lincoln, Jeanne Hasely, Nan Needs, Carrie Schagel, Kendell Schagel, Barb Harrison, Zella Nisley, 
Maryalice Turner, Kathy McCorkle Kelly Capuzzi, Dyana Robenalt, Karen Durniat- Suerstedt, Mary MoIat, 
Kathy Berry, Rebecca LaSor, Rachael Crouch, Michael Lincoln  

Michael Lincoln (President) called the meeting to order. Michael let us know that MGVs will now pay for 
our paper copies made at the extension oIice.   Karen talked with Missy (Extension oIice manager) about 
the copy policy.   She will invoice us for copies made.   

o B&W 1 side 8cents 

o B&W double side 15 cents 

o Color 1 side 10 cents 

o Color double side 20 cents 

Michael asked for approval on the minutes from our May meeting.   Karen moved the motion and Debbie 
B. seconded, all were in favor, motion for minutes from May to be approved passed.  

Financial Update: Debi Daniels has provided a financial report for June. We are now federally recognized 
as tax exempt. State exemption to follow. Debi will get information to our major vendors (Lowes, Menards, 
White’s Mill). 

Michael let us know about the opportunity to buy a brick at the Athens Community Center when a 
community art installation is going to be created.    We would have our group’s name engraved on the 
brick. We agreed to buy 1 brick. We will find out more about this and let the group know.  

Request from a 4-H member: Margaret HoI had a request from a 4-H member for experts on miniature 
gardens. Suggestions were made that fairy gardens were on display at Lilyfest last summer and they are.  

Concerns from interns were expressed about feeling like not a part of the community. Michael expressed 
that the members’ feeling left out is the last thing that we wish for our group. Dyana encouraged everyone 
to wear their nametag for ease of knowing one another. Zella reminded us of the previous mentor 
program, and we collectively agreed that it should be implemented next year.   Maryalice suggested that 
nametags in the class should be written on both sides.   Dyana also reminded us that there is a large 
dropout rate from the class. She suggested that we are stewards and can create a connection with the 
interns.   Michael suggested that next year we make sure that we go to the class to meet interns.    

Karen discussed the COVID pandemic and how that changed the “in person” time.  We are good at the 
labs and clinic portions of the class but the “community time” very much needed.   Beck reminded us 
that this group will not let you fail.  She encouraged folks to “try” something and know that others will 
help and catch you and the project!   

 



Project Reports: 

Athens Library – Beck will step down as coordinator of this group.   She will still be involved in 
volunteering.   The Athens library garden is mostly native plants.   It is a self-suIicient garden for the most 
part.  When we began last year, there was a lot of cleanup to do, but this season the work is much less 
intense.   Volunteer time is 9am on Thursdays and Saturdays on alternate weeks. Please contact Beck if 
you would be interested in co-chairing the remainder of the summer and becoming chair next year. 

Children’s Garden – Zella is filling in this year as coordinator of the group but would like to pass it on to 
someone else.  Zella complimented the wonderful team that works in the garden.   We have a strawberry 
tower and a new gate springs, so they close by themselves. We have already donated 12.5 lbs. of 
vegetables donated to CFI.  We have a large quantity of zucchini.   Dorrie created a watering schedule. 

Ed’s report – Ed encouraged us to think about Ecuador trip with Master Gardeners.   The state of Ohio 
Master Gardeners conference is in Wooster this year at the Seacrest Arboretum. The move of the 
extension oIice is still in progress.    

Update on Debi: Michael read a statement from Debi about her illness. She was bitten by ticks at our 
last meeting at the OU Student Farm.  She has contracted Alpha Gal syndrome.   We wish her a thorough 
recovery. She is asking for anyone who sews to help sew the sun cover to pitch in.    

Program Report - Laura reported that we will go to Marcia Burchby’s home for our next meeting in July.  

August 5th we will go to the Batelle Darby Creek Metro Park – our tour is at 11:30 am.   We are also inviting 
the Athens Garden Club and the Wistendahl volunteers.  We meet at the nature center, but we may have 
to walk up to a mile to see the bison based upon where they are that morning.   We need to have at least 
15 people signed up and it is 1.5 hours drive.    

Athens Farmers Mkt. – Ed announced the dates that the “pressure canner lid” tests will occur at our 
MGV table at the AFM.  July 16 and August 19.   We also discussed that we have “tick card” info. as well as 
other materials of important things to note for the public.   Ed also told us that we have a flier to warn 
folks to lookout for Hemlock wooly adelgid which is an aphid insect that threaten the North American 
Hemlock.    

Newsletter – Our newsletter is out.  Marica invites more people to draft articles.  We appreciate those 
who have recently contributed specifically, Maryalice, Michael and Lee.   Thanks to all who have written 
articles.    

Community Education- Karen announced that this past week the activities at the Children’s Garden 
went very well!   60 youth attended as a total for the 2 days.    Many thanks to all who made this event a 
success. Monday, June 30th will be the next meeting of the team at 10:30 AM.   Karen encourages folks to 
come who are interested in planning for the July 22nd and July 24th dates.   Bees and Decomposers will be 
the topics for July.  The CE group will meet on July 21st     10:30 AM, for final changes on the Children’s 
program. The next project for this group will be our Information Board for the Athens Co. Fair.   The Fair 
date is July 28th. 

Meeting was adjourned – Debbie B. moved to adjourn, and Beck seconded.   



 

The next meeting will be July 21 at 6PM at Marcia Burchby’s home.  Marcia’s address is: 22 N. Franklin 
St., Amesville, OH  * Cell phones will not work in Amesville. Marcia suggests stopping and asking 
someone if you are lost.  Her home is gray and it is located  next to the Presbyterian Church. Park on 
Franklin St. in front of the church or the ACRE building (formerly elementary school).  

 

June Budget – submitted by Debi Daniels.  

 


