
Athens Co. MGV  Meeting Minutes 2-24-25, 6:00 PM- submitted by Barb Harrison 
 

Meeting Details:  2-24-25, 6:00 PM Meeting began as Michael L. (President) called 
the meeting to order approximately 6:10 PM. We enjoyed a snack break at 7:00 PM  
heard from Mark Jones, Athens Soil & Water District on Oak Wilt disease. 
 
Members Present:  
Barb Harrison , Laura Caple, Kelly Capuzzi, Amy Peterson, Anthony Small, Kathy 
McKorkle, Debbie Balding, Nan Needs, Billie Kariher, Molly Gassaway, Karen Durniat-
Suehrsted, Carrie Schagel, Zella Nisley, Michael Lincoln, Dori Gilbride, Terrie Perez, 
Dyana Robenalt, Cinda Morosko, Debi Daniels, Marcia Burchby, Lee Gregg, Elizabeth 
Flum, Ceil Weldon (please email Barb Harrison : barbunday@gmail.com if you were 
missed on the sign-in sheet and I’ll correct it) 
 
Business Meeting: 
 

• November minutes were approved!  
 

• Nan Needs was recognized by Michael and Ed on behalf of the whole group, for 
her dedication to her role as Treasurer for MGV of Athens Co. over the past few 
years.  Thank you, Nan.  
 

• Continuing Education: Laura Caple  has arranged for Mark Jones, Wildlife 
Specialist of Athens Soil and Water District, to  present following the meeting on 
Oak Wilt Disease.  
 

• Debi Daniels, Treasurer, reminds all members that dues are DUE by March 31. 
She can accept cash, check or credit card. Debi will send out invoices for folks 
who have not yet paid. 

 
• Laura Caple kindly reminded the group about the 7 planets that are visible 

tonight (Feb. 24) from 7-9 PM South sky - Mars, Jupiter, Uranus, Venus, 
Neptune, Mercury, and Saturn  

 
Budget Presentation – Debi Daniels, Treasurer 
 

• Debi Daniels  presented the new budget outline and strategy she has 
implemented to keep us organized. If members incur any MGV expenses or want 
to be reimbursed the member scholarship amount of $25, they must present 
receipts and a brief explanation for record keeping.  

 
• Michael Lincoln  and Debi Daniels presented the concept of member “scholarship 

or professional development” funds. We can support each member at $25 in 
total. Proposals will be accepted if members have ideas of how to use funds in 
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combined ways, for field trips etc.… the group will review proposals as they come 
in. Examples for how one might use their $25 would be: The State MGV 
Conference,  

 
• Debi presented the proposed budget. The members approved the 2025 budget 

totaling $ 11,798.02. 
 

• Budget attached to this message.  
 
 
Membership Roster and How to Find it: The current membership chart may be 
moved to our website. In the meantime, it is listed on the OSU Master Gardeners web 
page - “Direct Connect/Volunteer Home/My Counties/Roster 

 
CLICK BELOW to go directly to the google sheets volunteer project listings:  
 

• https://athens.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers  
 

• Current MGV volunteers Please visit the Google Sheet at above link to update 
your availability and willingness to continue to lead the project as listed on these 
google sheets.  

 
MGV State Awards: We discussed which awards we may send for a nomination.  
 

 Ideas: CFI & MGV as partners could apply for the “Friends of Master 
Gardeners” award  

 Children’s garden education in summer. 
 Promote their events although Amy Fugikawa mostly does it.  
 Collaborate with library. 

 
Michael L. is happy to write up the award proposal if anyone has a nomination and 
accompanying data.  
 
CLICK BELOW to view awards. You will have to scroll all the way down the page. 
 
 https://athens.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/master-
gardener-members-page 
 
MGV Athens County Committee Reports 

 
Program Committee 

• We clarified that our May MGV meeting will be May 27th, Tuesday.  
• We welcome Mark Jones of ASWD to present tonight. 
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o June –We will travel to   Mary Alice Turners home. (Spring is a potential 
opportunity in April to see Spring Ephemerals) 

o July – Marcia Burchby’s place  
• The Field Trip this summer - Batelle-Darby Creek preserve where we will 

see Bisons and beautiful fauna. Thanks to Laura Caple for  coordinating thie 
trip.  Stay tuned for details. 

Here is a link to the website if you’d like to learn more about this location. 
https://www.metroparks.net/parks-and-trails/battelle-darby-creek/ 

 
 
Children’s Garden 

• Zella N. has graciously agreed to report to the members on the status of the 
Children’s Garden this year.  

• Terrie reported that interns will do labs at the Garden during their class.  
  

Newsletter 
Marcia B. reported that Ed will send out a survey to us about what we like, don’t like to 
see, etc.…please fill out the survey.  

 
Athens Library Gardens 
Beck is in Ecuador (no report this meeting) 

 
Community Education  
Karen D-S reported that the team held an informational table at the Athens Public 
Library Feb. 8th from 10 AM – 2PM. This was our Winter outreach, as the group agreed 
to provide outreach at least 4 times per year.  
Next up is the Children’s Garden June 16th and July 21 – 2 weeks, Tuesdays and 
Thursday working with kids from kindergarten – 6th grade. 
 
Motion to adjourn. Debi motions to adjourn, Kathy second – adjourned!  
 
Many thanks to those who provided delicious snacks and beverages tonight!  
 
Next MGV Meeting March 24- 6PM at the Extension Office 
  
Tentative Agenda Items:  
 

• Plant Sale Information from committee meeting on March 6th at 5:00 PM (All 
welcome to join – see Ed’s email)  

• Barb is getting our MGV name on projects at the Athens Rec. Center – both 
the Children’s Garden and Wistendahl- may have to contact Visitors Bureau 
as well as Rec. Center.  

• Update Website. We are also working on the following for our site; New photo 
at top, new officer(s) are listed, continuing ed will be updated. 
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