
ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

Events 
• June 24—Master Gardener 

monthly meeting—
Lavender Farm 

 

Lunch and Learn and Happy 
Hour series (weblink) https://
mastergardener.osu.edu/
HHHLNL23-24 
 
Series is finished for the season 
but all recordings are available 

If you come to visit the Children’s Garden you will see our raised beds are 
filled with seasonal produce and the perennial beds are blooming with flow-
ers. You might also notice that in the area that previously was grass, is a 
new garden plot titled “ Hummers and Singers”. We spent last season killing 
off the grass, with cardboard and layers of mulch, and several weeks ago, 
May 22, we planted this new section of the garden to attract pollinators and 
birds.. 

The Athens County Children’s 
Education Garden was selected 
as a location for this demonstra-

June 2024 

tion garden project, part of OSU’s Plant by Numbers program. Thanks to a 
USDA IPM Pollinator Health Grant, we have been provided a Hummers and 
Singers Garden kit. The purpose of this project is to demonstrate the use of 
native perennials to attract diverse pollinators and other wildlife. 

When you visit, you will see a large sign in the “Hummers and Singers” 
garden plot that includes a map that is number coded, for plant identifica-
tion. There are 16 different types of plants, including red columbine, blue 
wild indigo, downy phlox, Helianthus, smooth blue aster, purple coneflow-
er, dense blazing star, wild bergamot, stiff goldenrod, foxglove 

beardtongue, pinnate prairie cone-
flower, sweet coneflower, little 
bluestem, Indiangrass, prairie 
dropseed, and New England aster. 
There are numbered sticks next to 
the plants that correspond to the 
information on the map. You will also notice a beautiful painted sign “Grow 
Love” done by preschool students under the direction of Molly Gassaway. 

Come and visit the garden soon! Everyone is welcome! 

Hummers & Singers—Terrie Perez 

https://mastergardener.osu.edu/HHHLNL23-24
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/HHHLNL23-24


OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

 Originally from northwest Indiana, Jerome’s farm 
is located on Hooper Ridge near Amesville. It consists of 
2 large gardens and a high tunnel. He first started work-
ing this particular patch of land in 2014, but didn’t begin 
selling any produce until 2020. He started out selling to 
the Village Bakery and then transitioned to selling at the 
Athens Farmers Market.  

 For the most part, Jerome does all the farm work 
by himself, by hand, and doesn’t use any petroleum 
products or chemicals. This year so far he’s growing rad-
ishes, turnips, beets, lettuce, green beans, sweet pota-
toes, and leeks. In the high tunnel he’s growing tomatoes 
and Asian eggplant. He primarily sells at the Athens 
Farmers Market but when he has extra he will sell to Vil-
lage Bakery and the Triple Nickel Diner in Chesterhill.  

 Jerome also makes lacto ferments from his pro-
duce and jams from berries and fruits that he gathers or 
grows. He reinvests what he makes from sales back into 
his community by way of supporting other farmers and 
also pays local artists to design T-shirts. When not farm-
ing, Jerome works as a carpenter ideally using as many 
local wood products as the job will allow.  Visit him at the 
Athens Farmers Market and help support local farmers! 

Farmer Spotlight: Jerome Grskovic of 
Toadally Awesome Farms  

- Molly Gassaway 



OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Gardening 

 Barb Klaer and Randall Fields welcomed 21 Master Garden 
members to their lovely Amesville garden for our May meeting.  Klaer-
field’s Garden began 36 years ago, when Randall and Barb married and 
began to develop their property into a manicured, rolling, three acre park 
with neatly labeled plants, stone and grass paths, ‘show beds’, wild are-
as, a bamboo forest, bridges, and the occasional garden spirit popping up 
here and there.  It is hard to imagine it as the horse pasture full of multi-
flora rose that it once was. 

 For our visit in late May, lilacs were just finishing up, the iris were 
beginning their two month show, Hydrangea Hill was full of buds, and 
the dozens of August blooming hibiscus were leafing out.   Native plants 
mix with a huge variety of cultivars, and Barb and Randall seem to know 
the names, histories and an interesting story of every plant. They are 
walking, talking horticultural encyclopedias! 

 Randall and Barb are both artists (fiber, wood and ceramic), and 
their artistic vision is evident as they transform their beloved garden 
space.  They now have a self-imposed rule that they will make no new 
beds, but that doesn’t mean they can’t expand and rework existing ones. 
Their artistry in nature is a joy to behold. 

 To keep up to date on the garden progression and to learn of 
upcoming ‘open garden’ dates, you are welcome to follow  Randall Fields 
on Facebook.  

• Beans (pole, bush, 
wax) 

• Cucumbers 

• Eggplants 

• Muskmelons 

• Okra 

• Peppers 

• Pumpkins 

• Squash (summer, 
winter) 

• Southern pea 

• Sweet corn 

• Sweet potato 

• Tomatoes 

• Watermelon Digging Deeper – Marcia Burchby 


