ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

e June 6-30— Schnormeier Gar-
dens Thursdays—Sundays 10
AM—4 PM Sundays, Free

e June 17-21—International
Master Gardener Conference,
Valley Forge, PA

e June 24 — MG Meeting, Far
Corner Farm Tour 6 PM,
Meeting at Amesville Park
7:30 PM

e June 30—Morgan County MG
Summer Garden Tour 1—4 PM

e June 30—Humane Society Gar-
den Tour 1—4 PM

e July 8—Inniswood Garden
Tour 10 AM
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Hard at work at the Plant Sale

My Visit to the Redwoods of California

- Betsy Briju, PhD.

. The Redwoods, one of the marvels of the Plant kingdom, are truly breathtaking.
BUGS AND BLOOMS * Last Summer, | had the opportunity to see the Redwood trees in Northern Cali-
fornia. About 9 hours of car ride from Seattle later, the last few hours of which
were winding roads, my family reached the Redwoods National and State parks.
The weather under the Redwood trees was always Fall. The temperature was in
the upper 40s to lower 50s during the day. The dried leaves around my feet
rustled as | walked around a huge one. These huge ones are anywhere between
800-1500 years old. Sequoia sempervirens or the Coast Redwoods are the plant
giants standing tall up to 350 ft and up to 30 ft around. | felt too small as a hu-
man standing close to them —in age, size and majesty. One of the highlights
was the Drive-through-tree, where a passage was cut out through the tree for
cars to drive through. The tree was so huge to allow a car-sized hollow cut to be

Popillia japonica made across its trunk, but it was still alive. By nature, the tissue within the tree
Japanese Beetles are out once again. Be trunk is dead but is very important to the tree. It supports the tree. The cells
on the lookout for these little pests that around this dead tissue, right below the bark are alive and carries nutrients for
like to eat leaves of many different the tree. Enough of this tissue was still intact to keep this giant alive. As we
plants including roses, grapes and many were driving away from the area, the trees in the landscape became smaller
different types of trees. and smaller. Coming back to Ohio, the tall trees in my backyard looked like

bushes. Experiencing the marvel of The Redwoods of California was a childhood

Beetles can be controlled by picking
dream come true for me.

them off plants and placing them in a
bucket of soapy water, insecticidal soap
or neem oil as a last resort.




-~ OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

June

e Beans (pole, bush, wax)
e Sweet Corn

e Cucumbers

e Eggplant

e Muskmelons
e Okra

e Peppers

e Pumpkins

e Southern Peas
e Squash

e Sunflowers

e Sweet Potatoes
e Tomatoes
e Watermelon

A perennial medicinal herb native to
Europe, Alaska and Eastern Asia that
spreads persistently with its exten-
sive rhizomes and will grow 2 — 4 ft.
high. Other names are Common
Wormwood, Felon Herb, Chrysan-
themum Weed and more. It is con-
sidered an invasive in this area.
https://www.invasive.org/browse/
detail.cfm?imgnum=1557388

Submit a plant for the June Plant of
the Month to brown.6000@osu.edu

“Mugwort” Artemisa vulgaris

Plant Sale Recap

Saturday, May 18, brought the Master Gardener Volunteers out in force. It was a

beautiful day for our annual plant sale. Lina Howison, as head wrangler, orga-
nized our members into sellers and cashiers for the annual plant sale. Heather
Grove, as price leader, and question answerer, has reported that our sale was a
great success. This is our annual fund raising event and is only possible because
of the knowledge, donations and hard work of all of our members. Thank You!

Digging Deeper

- Nancy Walker

The Master Gardener May 2019 meeting was held at Roxanne Male’-Brune’s
house and gardens on the far south side of Athens. It was a beautiful evening
and the tour of Roxanne’s lovely gardens was a definite pleasure. The plants
were in perfect shape: healthy, lush, well-tended. The design was well thought
out and seemed to flow naturally around the house and grounds. Each turn
led you to a new ‘favorite spot’ and made you want to keep exploring. This
was especially surprising when we learned that a failed swimming pool had to
be removed unexpectedly, resulting in the need to completely rework the gar-
den space. Roxanne was able to transform this misfortune into an opportunity
to expand the planting space and bring in additional flowers, ferns, herbs,
grasses, shrubs, and trees. It was in fact the wide variety of plants that was
the most remarkable aspect of the garden since all had to be researched to
ensure they were deer resistant. And the proof of the garden’s success in
eluding deer was in the plants themselves since there was not a sign anywhere
of any munches or nibbles. What was in evidence to all of us fellow gardeners
was the hard unending work that goes into such a project. Congratulations,
Roxanne, and thanks for sharing your garden with us.
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