
OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

Events July 2026

• July  27 — Master Gardener 

monthly meeting 6:00 pm

• Lunch & Learn Webinar series 

every two weeks 

https://mastergardener.osu.ed

u/LNL25

Let’s Go See the Gardens: 32nd 
Annual Athens County Humane 
Society Garden Tour Recap

Julie Cohara
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Two themes stood out on this year’s Athens Garden Tour: the joy 
gardeners express through their landscapes, and pursued adventures- 
intentional or unexpected.

My first stop was Fred’s Flowers near Rock Riffle Road. You may know 
Lindsey Long and Matt Craig from the Athens Farmers Market. Fred, their 
stoic goat, greeted visitors outside the freshly-cut flower garden. Their 
biggest challenge is water—they have no well or tap—so they rely on food-
grade containers filled with city water. It was satisfying to see where their

bouquets begin. Lindsey’s favorites are cosmos, and she credits sweet alyssum as her secret weapon against weeds.
Just north of town, Barbara Singer’s breathtaking garden welcomed visitors
with cheerful corgis and a wall of vibrant petunias in buckets. Barbara and her
late husband created the first natural swimming pool east of the Mississippi 
River, and version 2.0 still brings her daily joy. Her hardscaping offers 
inspiration for anyone considering a landscape redesign.

 The Zenner House in the Far East reveals something new every season. 
Magnificent sculptures and ornaments—including a full-size British telephone 
booth—bring delight around every corner.

The Children’s Garden at the Athens Community Center showcased the power 
of community. If you missed it, now is the perfect time to visit in its greatest 
glory. The perennial gardens, winding pathways, and giant cabbage create a 
vibrant space beckoning a garden adventure. Zella Nisley shared that 
despite last year’s flooding, the garden produced 1,100 pounds of food. 
Joke Harnish said her greatest joy is the camaraderie of creating the 
garden together with the Master Gardeners.

 In Millfield, Kathleen Lasure eagerly shared her speckled 
pineapple lily. Her whimsical garden blends colorful blooms with 
playful ornaments, inspiring questions about "the hostas in the gnome 
garden" and "the roses by the frogs." Kathleen called hosting this year’s 
tour her greatest gardening adventure.

 In Amesville, Gary Goosman and Mary Ann Westendorf’s
National Wildlife Federation-certified habitat provided a buzzing hum 
audio soundtrack and the visual glitter of flitting butterflies across 
their garden. Gary said Mary Ann’s greatest joy is sowing seeds to share,
 while his is creating wildlife habitat. Learning to aerate their frozen 
koi pond was one memorable adventure.

 Nearby, the Amesville Pollinator Garden, established through an AARP grant in 2021, was alive with bees, 
birds, and blooms.
            Continued…
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Nature’s Benefits for Children
Marcia Burchby

…Continued

 Marcia Burchby’s garden answered my mind’s question since my first 
stop: How do you scale down Fred’s Flower Farm to a city lot? Her carefully 
planned color combinations were stunning. After decades of teaching at the 
neighboring elementary school, she makes sure that zinnias and other flowers are 
in bloom to joyfully greet students from the playground each fall. Her inviting 
slate pathway is known to local children as a shortcut, an awesome adventure for 
the children of Amesville! I am truly inspired by her devil strip, which gobsmacks 
with glorious summer color.

 My tour concluded at Randall Fields and Barb Klaer’s spectacular 
40-year-old garden. Walking around the barn to see hydrangeas and irises in 
bloom was breathtaking. I spent 40 minutes there and still explored only half the 
garden. Hibiscus will bloom soon, so if you missed the Athens Garden Tour, stay 
tuned to Randall Fields on social media for a hibiscus bloom tour!

      One of the tour’s greatest pleasures was discovering hidden spaces: Barbara’s 
           secluded fire pit, the Zenner House’s winding paths through gas-lit lanterns, the 
           Children’s Garden perennial walkway, Gary and Mary Ann’s koi pond, Marcia’s 
            gated shortcut and patio, and Randall and Barb’s Adirondack chairs overlooking 
            their lush viridity.

    
      I also admired the determination of gardeners who continue to grow what 

            they love despite Athens County’s hungry deer. Again and again, hosts smiled 
        and said, “Wait until you see what pops up next!” If 
        you missed one of these remarkable gardens, I hope 
        you’ll find an opportunity to visit. There is always 
        something new waiting to bloom.

Photos by Dyana Robenalt
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Doug Tallamy’s 
Mosquito Bucket 
Challenge Marcia Burchby

Plant Sale
Ceil Weldon

. 

Mosquito season is here and, while most of 
the species of mosquitoes in our region do 
not harm us, they are nuisances. Doug 
Tallamy and The Homegrown National Park 
Organization is promoting an initiative to 
control mosquitoes on a small scale using a 
biological control with BT (Bacillus 
thuringiensis), formulated for aquatic Diptera 
in mosquito dunks. This larvicide prevents 
larvae from developing into biting adults. It 
is highly specific to mosquito, black fly and 
fungus gnat larvae and does not harm 
people, pets, birds or other wildlife.  
Instructions to make a mosquito dunk are 
here: 
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/mosquit
o-bucket-challenge-share/  You will need a 
bucket, water, a handful of organic matter 
and a mosquito dunk, which is available at 
hardware or gardening stores, plus a screen 
to keep small animals out of the bucket. 
Placing one or two buckets around the 
perimeter of your yard and replenishing the 
dunk every month will attract female 
mosquitoes who will lay their eggs in the 
bucket, the larvae will nibble on the dunk 
and die. One big bucket should attract all of 
the female mosquitos in a typical yard; 
multiple buckets will cover a larger area and 
attract more mosquitoes. 

More than 60 community members, visitors, and supporters 
recently gathered for a celebration of the new Joy Valley 
Nature Preserve, set in the rolling hills of northern Athens 
and southern Morgan counties. The gathering featured 
guided hikes and a ribbon cutting, remarks and special 
thanks to Betty Lowe and her family.

The new preserve reflects the conservation vision of Lowe, 
who donated the nearly 3,000-acre property – part of her 
family’s legacy for a century -- to Athens Conservancy. The 
Nature Conservancy holds a permanent conservation 
easement there. This unique collaboration ensures the vast 
property will be protected forever from development, 
mining, and subdivision, allowing the public to explore and 
enjoy the forested land. A network of hiking and equestrian 
trails is planned, with several foot trails already constructed 
and marked.

Joy Valley Nature Preserve is abundant in natural beauty, 
with its rich wildlife habitat, steep hillsides and sandstone 
outcroppings, vernal pools and recess caves, sheer cliffs and 
stream valleys. The land is part of the globally significant 
Appalachian Corridor, one of the most climate-resilient, 
biologically diverse, and carbon-rich landscapes on Earth. 

For more about Joy 
Valley Nature 
Preserve, visit Athens 
Conservancy’s website
 here. 

credit Terry Seidel, The Nature Conservancy

Joy Nature Preserve
Marcia Burchby

The Athens Herb Garden is located on Dairy Lane Athens behind the Dairy Barn.  The Garden was established in the 
early 1990’s by members of the Athens Herb Guild (AHG) spearheaded by the vision of 
Helen Slater.  The garden is a traditional layout with small, themed gardens within the 
greater Garden.  There is a kitchen garden space with familiar kitchen herbs such as 
rosemary, thyme, oregano and basil.  The Shakespeare Garden space displays herbs 
identified in Shakespeare’s writings like lavender, rue and primrose.  A medicinal corner 
of the garden features herbs for healing such as comfrey, chamomile and echinacea.  It 
is truly a garden that enhances the senses of sight and smell.
 The Garden is maintained by current members of the AHG who tend the Garden 
on a weekly basis.  Individuals are encouraged to come to the garden, sit, snip and smell 
the wonderful aromas that fill the space.  
 The AHG meets monthly on the third Tuesday of the month Spring through Fall.  
The group comes together for the love of herbs and sharing herbal information.  AHG 
members can choose to work in the Garden, attend meetings for socialization and 
education on herbs, or both.  

Athens Herb Guild Karen Duriat-Suehrstedt
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Digging Deeper
Ceil Weldon

In the Garden
All Month
• Beans (pole, bush, 

wax)
• Cucumbers
• Eggplant
• Okra
• Peppers
• Squash (summer, 

winter)
• Southern pea
• Sweet Corn (90d)
• Tomatoes

Before July 15
• Muskmelon
• Pumpkins
• Sweet potato

Master Gardeners met for June’s monthly meeting in Debi Daniel’s 
greenhouse.  The rain stopped and we were able to tour Debi’s multiple small 
gardens. Using a warm biome, she has designed a tropical garden next to her 
house including a koi pond and banana trees, a separate rain garden, a shade 
bed with a designed dry creek, a large and varied hosta bed along a bank. 
Moving up to the driveway she has created raised beds for a vegetable garden 
close to a work shed with rain barrels and compost bins.  Debi’s driveway 
banks are being transformed with native plants.  Members were able to walk 
through at their own pace concluding the tour in a second-floor sun-room. An 
outstanding landscaping accomplishment. 

Plant Sale
Ceil Weldon

Birds, Bats 
and Bees

Cinda Morosko

On a beautiful May afternoon , I attended a Birds, Bats, and Bees workshop held in 
the ACEnet Discovery Garden on Columbus Road in Athens Ohio. 
Amy Fugikawa (Community Gardens Manager at CFI), began the session by giving 
a brief history of the Discovery Garden and the many additions made since its 
inception several years ago as a teaching and seed-starting hub that would help 
support home gardens and food pantries. She then introduced guest speakers 
Rebecca Wood of Hopewell Holistic Health and Chris Kline owner of Butterfly 
Ridge. 

Rebecca and Chris talked extensively about 
butterflies, moths, bees, insects, and bats, 
the roles they play; how we can attract 
them to our yard, and why we need them 
in our ecosystem. Each participant was 
given a series of handouts to view during 
this two-hour workshop: Nests for Native 
Bees; What’s in Your Backyard; Plant by 
Numbers: Butterflies and Moths; Exploring 
Ohio’s Pollinators; and Attracting 
Butterflies. 

In conclusion, I found this workshop to be both interesting and informative and I 
highly recommend it to anyone wanting to learn more about our pollinators 
especially if the setting is the Discovery Garden at ACEnet. 

https://livetoplant.com/attracting-pollinators-to-your-ohio-garden-in-every-season/ 
https://u.osu.edu/plantbynumbers/ 
www.xerces.org 
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