
been connected to love and devotion, making it a cherished gift for 
expressing affection; Lavender also carries the meanings of purity, 
peace, protection and femininity.  In 1969, the lavender came to sym-
bolize empowerment, as the queer rights movement began to reclaim 
the color as a symbol of resistance- for more information on why, look 
up the “Lavender Scare”. 

As far as lore goes, there is a story that goes, “When Mary was fin-
ished washing her baby, Jesus, she laid the babe in a new blanket, 
while hanging the other on a bush nearby to dry, while also pouring 
the water on the plant at the ground. When Mary collected the blan-
ket, it smelled of 
heaven, and said 
that the baby Je-
sus’ bathwater 
must have 

smelled this way and when the bath water seeped onto the bush, 
it took on the scent of Heaven, and that from then on those bush-
es would smell like her son, Jesus.”  

Two good books for gardeners are Lavender: The Grower's Guide 
by Virginia McNaughton and Lavender—How to Grow and Use 
the Fragrant Herb by Ellen Spector Platt. 

ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

Events 
• July 22—Master Gardener 

monthly meeting—Michael 
Lincoln garden 

 

Lunch and Learn and Happy 
Hour series (weblink) https://
mastergardener.osu.edu/
HHHLNL23-24 
 
Series is finished for the season 
but all recordings are available 

Lavandula: There are 47 known species of Lavender, which is in the mint 
family. It is native to the Mediterranean coastline, parts of Eastern and 
Southern Africa and the Middle East as well as South Asia and India. Rec-
ords show lavender has been in use for over 2,500 years. Though it has 
been around for centuries, and known by various names throughout the an-
cient world, its most recent iteration comes from the Latin lavanda, which 
means “to be washed”. It’s no surprise that humans have also been using 
lavender and its oils in baths for centuries. Washer-women in the Dark Ages 
and Medieval times were often called “Lavenders” because of their use of 

lavender in their laundry. The soft purple hue of lavender has often 

July 2024 

Lavender— Nicole Lewis 

https://mastergardener.osu.edu/HHHLNL23-24
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/HHHLNL23-24


OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Athens Master Gardeners braved the heat and humidity on June 17 
and traveled to the Franklin Park Conservatory. The grand Victorian-
style glass greenhouse was built in 1895 and was influenced by the 
success of the 1893 Chicago’s World Fair and Columbian Exposition, 
and inspired by the City Beautiful movement.   An expansion hap-
pened in 1992 in preparation for Amerifora ‘92 Exhibit, a six month 
horticultural experience which put Columbus, Ohio in the international 
spotlight.  

  The MGers enjoyed the wondrous 2 acre Scotts Miracle-Grow 
Children’s Garden, which included Ohio plants in rainbow colors, ani-
mals and geology.  We entered through an archway with a bright red 
cardinal made of plants.  Many school groups were there, enjoying the 
Sensory and Pollinator Garden, the Native Play Zone and the Fairy 
Garden.  Some Master Gardeners wandered off to the Paul Busse 
model train area with 51 buildings and dragons made from plant ma-
terials. 

 Inside the conservatory, we had a wonderful docent who led 
us through the rooms. Our tour began with the Bonsai Tree Collec-
tion.  Every year, from March to October, a rotating selection of trees 
from the Conservatory’s Bonsai Collection is put on display. These 
50+ trees are half tropical and half hardy, ranging in age from 15-365 
years old.  

 Many cactus and succulents species were noted in the Desert Biome.  It was amazing to see Dale Chihuly’s 
pieces spring up like the growing plants.  The Palm House highlights 43 species of palms from around the world, some 
of which are considered endangered and threatened in the wild. A must-see when touring the Palm House is the Ficus 
lyrata, or Fiddle-leaf Fig. It’s one of the original trees planted in the Palm House.  The formal, tropical ambiance of this 
Victorian structure makes it a popular site for weddings and social gatherings. The plants in the Rainforest biome rep-
resent just a portion of the tremendous biodiversity found in rainforests around the world. Our last stop was the 
Blooms and Butterflies area with colorful exotic flutter-
ing butterflies; 125 chrysalis are received each week to 
replace the butterflies in this area.  Our favorite was the 
Common, Blue Morpho from Central and South America. 
The color of the different butterflies along with Dale Chi-
huly’s orange chandelier in the center made this area 
spectacular!    

 Some members stopped at the Franklin Park 
Conservatory Community Garden which serves as a 
space for neighbors to connect and reflect on nature's 
beauty.  This garden also serves as a model for partici-
pants in the Conservatory's Growing to Green program.  
Most of us would like to come back at a time when it is 
cooler, but also plan for more time—so much to see! 

 

Franklin Park Conservatory 
Laura Caple & Kathy McCorkle 



It may be called the Lone Wolf Lavender farm, but on June 24th, the Master gar-

dener Volunteers descended on the farm and joined the pack. Hosts Stacia and 

Brad Crawford gave the MGV’s a quick and heavenly scented course in distilling 

the oils and hydrosols from the lavender grown on their farm. We were then 

invited to stroll along the rolling hillside to where the crop is grown. Two little 

girls were seen running through the field in the late afternoon light while the 

bees were dancing among the lavender blooms. When the MGV’s made it to 

their destination, they were greeted with lavender lemonade, snacks, tables 

and chairs with lavender bouquets and a stand with the wares lovingly made by 

the owners of the farm. Included in what could be purchased were lotions, 

hand soaps, bug repellent spray, a delicious blueberry lavender jam and laven-

der simple syrup. Such a wide array of products that are possible by one humble 

plant. These can also all be purchased at the Athens Farmers Market. When 

discussing the farm and future plans, Stacia mentioned they had thought about 

adding an apiary so they could add lavender honey and beeswax lavender can-

dles. The writer of this article has her fingers crossed that this comes to fruition! 

When discussing the types 

of lavender the Crawfords 

have grown, they told us 

that there were Hidcote, 

Edelweiss, Phenomenal, 

Scensational and Mun-

stead. The most successful 

type they had this particu-

lar season was the Scensa-

tional. They stated the 

English lavenders bloomed 

around 2 weeks prior to 

our visit, but judging from 

their products, I’m sure 

the blooms were just as 

lovely and fragrant. Brad 

stated that they planned 

on trimming the lavender 

down to the woody stems 

this fall in order to have 

maximum growth next 

spring and summer. When asked if any amendments were made to their soil, 

they answered that they hadn’t done anything, simply added landscaping fabric 

to assist with weed control and planted them in the earth.  Stacia also demon-

strated how they harvest their lavender (by hand, just the 2 of them!) with a 

hand sickle.  After the demonstration, MGV’s were invited to give it a try in or-

der to make their own bundles of lavender to take home and use in bouquets or 

for drying. We then concluded our magical evening in the lavender fields by 

holding our monthly meeting.  

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Gardening 

• Beans (pole, bush, 
wax) 

• Cucumbers 

• Eggplants 

• Okra 

• Peppers 

• Squash (summer, 
winter) 

• Southern pea 

• Sweet corn (90 d) 

• Tomatoes 

Before July 15 

• Muskmelons 

• Pumpkins 

• Sweet potato 

Digging Deeper – Nicole Lewis 

FREE OFFER 

MG 

Pollinators 


