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happy-hour-and-lunch-learn-

webinar-series 

February 2022 

Forcing Forsythia — Marcia Burchby 

Mason Chambers— Ceil 

If you are needing some fresh flowers in the midst of winter (and who 
isn’t?) you might want to try ‘forcing’ branches from your yard to bloom 
indoors.  Many times my kindergarten students and I gathered forsythia 
stems on Groundhog’s Day and had a beautiful yellow bouquet by Valen-
tine’s Day.  Here’s how: 

 

--Wait until plants have been exposed to winter cold for several months, 
then choose a day that is above freezing, or after several days that have 
risen above 32 degrees, to cut branches. 

--Select branches with lots of buds on them, choosing ones that should 
be pruned anyway (crossing branches, suckers, overcrowded sections of 
the plant). 

--Cut stems on a diagonal with sharp 
pruners.  Stem ends may also be bruised 
by hammering or cut slits up the stems to 
allow for more water to be taken up. 

--Place in a bucket of tepid water over-
night. 

--Place in a vase with clean water, trim-
ming off any growth below water level, 
and set in bright indirect light, away from 
heater. 

--Change the water periodically and recut stems frequently.  Don’t allow 
stems to dry out or the buds will shrivel instead of bloom.  Misting plants 
is beneficial.  

--Flowers will appear in 1-5 weeks, followed by leaves.  If roots form, the 
stems may be planted in pots or in the garden to start a new plant. 

 

Other shrubs and trees that are ‘forcible’ are: honeysuckle, quince, dog-
wood, pussy willow, rhododendron, flowering crabapple, cherry, plum, 
spirea, star magnolia, witch hazel, Eastern redbud, lilac and more. 

 

If you are successful with any of these, send us a photo to include in fu-

ture newsletters.  

On Decem-

ber 11, 2021, 

over 40 peo-

ple came 

together to 

commemo-

rate the life 

and work of 

Mason Chambers with a tree dedica-

tion ceremony at the Athens Public 

Library.  His family and friends were 

joined by members of Project Plant, 

Athens County Master Gardeners, 

the Athens Conservancy, and repre-

sentatives of the Library.  Lee Gregg 

and Zella Nisely spoke for the Mas-

ter Gardeners and Sue Boyd spoke 

for Project Plant.  Ann Bonner acted 

as master of ceremonies for the 

commemoration by asking the peo-

ple and groups introduce them-

selves and tell of their relationship 

with Mason.  The Commemoration 

ended with Mason’s wife, Lisa, and 

his two children, Will and Grace, 

planting 4 Coralberry bushes around 

the freshly planted tree as a symbol 

of their family. 
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OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

I love having Poinsettias around the house for the holidays! They are part of a huge family of plants known collectively 
as Euphorbia. Poinsettias are Euphorbia pulcherrima, which translates roughly to 'the fairest,' and it's easy to see why. 
The large, often crimson (but sometimes pink or white) leaves that surround the small, yellow flowers are some of the 
most attractive seasonal foliage.  I don’t know what’s going on at your place, but by now mine aren’t looking so great…
in fact they are starting to look downright sad. Here’s how to keep them looking their best in hopes of re-blooming for 
next year’s holidays:    

After Christmas poinsettia care begins with suitable growing conditions. If you’ve taken care to keep your poinsettia in 
a nice, warm sunny window (free of drafts) thus far, you’re halfway there. It should receive at least 6 hours of bright, 
indirect sunlight each day. For continual bloom of your poinsettia care following Christmas, the plant also needs day 
temps 65-70 degrees and slightly cooler at night, though keep it above 60 to avoid leaf drop.  (Keep in mind the leaves 
can be toxic to animals when picking your plants location!) 

Continue your normal watering routine until spring, then allow it to dry gradually. Around the middle of April or May, 
or if your plant becomes leggy, cut the stems back to about 4 inches above the soil and repot in a larger container with 
fresh, sterile potting mix (soilless mix is good too). Note: You can remove any faded or dried parts of the plant any-
time. 

Water thoroughly and then put the plant back in a sunny window. Check the poinsettia periodically to make sure the 
plant has adequate moisture. Water again only when the surface of the soil is dry to the touch. After new growth be-
gins, feed your poinsettia every couple weeks at the recommended rate with an all-purpose houseplant fertilizer. In 
early summer, when nighttime temperatures remain above 50 degrees you can move the plant outdoors (in its pot) in 
a slightly shady location. Gradually, allow the plant to get more light until finally giving it full sun. Continue watering 
and fertilizing the plant as usual. Trim again as needed in summer, pinching about an inch of terminal growth from 
each stem. Give it another pruning towards the first part of September. Trim off two to three inches to promote side 
branching, allowing 3 or 4 leaves to remain on each shoot. By this time, it should be getting cool enough outside to 
warrant bringing the plant indoors near a sunny window. Once again, maintain similar indoor temperatures as before 
and continue watering and fertilizing.  

Now comes the fun part… getting it to bloom in time for Christmas! Poinsettias require short day lengths to bloom and 
form those colorful bracts we love so much. Begin keeping your poinsettia in complete darkness for about 12-14 hours 
from the first part of October until Thanksgiving – or an 8- to 10-week period. Simply stick it in a closet or cover with a 
large box every evening and then return the plant to its sunny window during 
the remainder part of the day. By Thanksgiving, you should be able to stop the 
dark period altogether, placing the plant in a sunny area for at least six hours 
daily. Reduce water and fertilizer. Then, by Christmas, your blooming poinsettia, 
hopefully, will be the centerpiece of holiday decor and ready to begin the cycle 
anew. 

Sources: gardeningknowhow.com & Southernliving.com 

Keeping the Poinsettia — Molly Gassaway 

https://www.southernliving.com/plants/euphorbia


OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

Chore 

• Take care of those indoor 
plants 

• Sit back and relax  

February 

Garden 

 

Plant of the Month  

Eastern Hemlock - Tsuga  canadensis 

Tsuga canadensis, also known as 

eastern hemlock, is a coniferous tree 

native to eastern North America. 

 Eastern hemlocks are long lived 

trees, with many examples living for 

more than 500 years. They can grow 

to heights of more than 100 feet 

(30 m), and are tolerant of shade, 

moist soil, and slopes.   

Digging Deeper — Ceil Weldon 

Our January Monthly Meeting was a celebration of our mem-

bers’ accomplishments during the difficult year of 2021 with 

special recognition of those members who went above and be-

yond to make the program a success.  Despite Zoom meetings, 

distance, and mask wearing, the Athens Master Gardeners still 

managed to accumulate 1960 hours.  Athens Master Gardeners 

also achieved Platinum Status in the state program and our own 

Ed Brown was awarded as the state’s Outstanding Master Gar-

dener Volunteer Coordinator.  Our new graduating Master Gar-

deners are Karen Hayes, Dorie Gilbride, Rebecca LaSor-Martin 

and Naga Teja-Gollamundi.   


