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 February 25—Master Garden-

er Meeting “Habitat Restora-

tion” 

 June 17-21—International 

Master Gardener Conference, 

Valley Forge, PA 

     BUGS AND BLOOMS 

Eastern Monarch Population Increases 
144% from last year.  It is the largest 
population counted since 2007.   The 
large population this year is an encour-
aging sign for monarchs, and an inspira-
tion for us to continue our work togeth-
er. Good weather conditions during the 
breeding season supported the increase, 
as well as efforts across North America 
to protect and restore habitats. Howev-
er, we cannot rely on persistent good 
growing-seasons to sustain monarchs 
into the future. Our efforts to get more 
high quality habitat in the ground matter 
for monarchs, and they must continue.  

Everyone can make a difference for 
monarchs, through creating habi-
tat, educating others, or monitoring for 
monarchs  

21 Years of Master Gardening 

On January 28, member of the Athens County Master Gardeners met to cele-
brate their successful 25th year!  Special recognition was given to Laura Caple 
and Heather Grove for their work with the Children’s Garden Project, Carolyn 
Sutherland for her work with the Athens County Farmers Market, and to all the 
members who volunteered hours in the Master Gardener Projects to make our 
program a success.  Three 2018 Interns became new Master Gardeners at the 
meeting: Joanne Brim, Lina Howison and Terrie Perez.  

Heather Grove, Cinda Morosko, Betsy J. Briju, Meranda Chesser, Alexa Ross, Connie Davidson, 

Sharon Deno, Linda Parsons, Marcia Burchby, Lina Howison, Bill Russell, Carolyn Sutherland, Joke 

Harnish, Louise Zyawer, Kathy McCorkle, Jeanne Haseley, Emilie Wood, Nancy Walker, Lee 

Gregg, Ed Brown   

Early Plant Hunters of Eastern United States  

 -  Zella Nisely and Lee Gregg 

On a cold wintery morning, (Jan 15th) the appeal of learning about early bota-
nists drew 18 gardeners to the Athens Community Center. Frank Porter pre-
sented on the plant collectors in the time period when our young nation was 
forming and later. During this period, the European and English aristocracy de-
veloped an appetite for the exotic plants found native in the “new world”. This 
was from a desire to grow the exotic plants as ornamentals for their gardens. 
The collectors often went into unsettled territories for lengthy periods of time, 
living primitively in the wild, to collect seeds of desired plants. Specimens were 
dug, propagated or seeds gathered for propagation. Many difficult lessons were 
learned about propagating our native plants including the many complexities of  
(continued on back)  
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 Enjoy gardening maga-

zines and start planning 

for this year 

 Keep bird feeders filled 

 Prune fruit trees on a 

warm day 

 Use dormant oil on fruit 

trees once temperatures 

are above 40o and before 

bud break 

 Order your seeds 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

FEBRUARY GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

It seems a shame to throw those miraculous bulbs 
into the compost, so if you want to keep them and 
nudge more blooms from them, go for it. 

Here are some tips to do that successfully: 

After flowering, water and fertilize regularly.  Cut the 
stalk off but not the leaves.  Put the plant in a sunny 
spot to get 6-8 hours of sun. After leaves start turning 
yellow, water only as needed until foliage dies. After 
the last frost, you may leave the bulb in its pot and 
bury the pot, or remove the bulb and plant it in a 
semi-shady spot in your garden.  In the fall, after the 
frost has blackened the leaves, dig the bulb up, shake 
the dirt off and put it in a box or other cool, dry place 
for 8-10 weeks.  Then repot the bulb, water it and 
place it in a sunny spot in your home; it should send 
up new growth and re-bloom. 

Submit a plant for the March Plant of 

the Month to brown.6000@osu.edu 

 
Amaryllis sp. 

Plant Hunters Cont. 

soil, water and sun conditions these plants required, particularly the more rare. Given the 
extreme challenge of transporting these plants and seeds across the oceans, it was miracu-
lous any plants or trees survived. However, some did, particularly with innovations such as 
the Wardian box, and the demand grew even greater.  

Some of the Early Plant Hunters discussed were: John Bartram(1699-1777)* horticulturist 

(Father of American Botany) and his third son William (1739-1823)* Bartram, American farm-

ers who became naturalists/botanists who explored as far south as Georgia to harvest native 

specimens. Peter Kalm (1716-1779)* explored and searched Pennsylvania and northward to 

Canada for plants and trees. Kalm is known for his artistic journals of these travels depicting, 

not only the plants but also of people and places he encountered. Francois Michaux (1770-

1855)* a French botanist was a royal collector for France, specialized in Oak tree botanical 

drawings and was responsible for exporting Oaks to England as well. John Fraser, a Scottish 

Botanist collected plant specimens from around the world (1780-1810). In the “new world” 

he collected in West Virginia and south. He is most associated with the Fraser Fir tree. Asa 

Gray (1810-1888)* an American born botanist was a professor of Botany at Harvard, known 

for building an extensive network of specimen collectors, his many writings and Gray's Manu-

al of Botany. Lawrence Nuttall collected 1,000s of specimens in West Virginia and 1896 

(jointly published) Flora of West Virginia. Nathaniel Britton (1859-1934)* botanized in West 

Virginia, particularly the Kates Mountain area species. Kates Mountain, near Greenbrier Re-

sort, is scheduled to be developed into condominiums meaning the loss of the many rare 

species identified by Britton. The last early plant hunter discussed was Earnest (E.H.) Wilson 

(1876-1930)* English plant collector who specialized in large numbers Asian plants, especially 

the Chinese Blue Poppy.  


