
ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

December 2019   
Events 

• December—No Master Gar-

dener Meeting this month 

• December 15—Deadline to 

enter hours 

• January 27—Master Gardener 

Awards and Appreciation Din-

ner—Extension Office 

• January 30—Recertification 

     BUGS AND BLOOMS 

Tree Types 

Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea) most 
fragrant tree, Douglas Fir 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii) needles are 
soft and flat with a blunt tip, Fraser 
Fir (Abies fraseri) needles are dark 
green on top and silver underneath 
and the branches curve slightly up-
ward so they hold ornaments well, 
Scotch Pine/Scots pine (Pinus syl-
vestris) rarely sheds needles but nee-
dles can be sharp, Colorado Blue 
Spruce (Picea pungens) blue-green 
color also rarely sheds needles and 
needles can be sharp.  

source: https://
www.farmersalmanac.com/popular-
christmas-tree-varieties-29268  

Christmas Trees—Real or Artificial??  

In the US, 81% of homes have artificial trees, 19% have live 
trees. A debate about which is environmentally better often aris-
es. Here are some things to consider:  

Artificial trees contain PVC and other plastics and metals that 
can’t be recycled and are manufactured overseas and shipped 
around the world. Estimates suggest that an artificial tree should 
be used for 9-20 years in order to offset its carbon footprint and 
for it to be a better environmental choice than a real tree. Even-
tually, artificial trees will end up in a landfill 

Live trees are a crop grown on 15,000 farms in the US, employ-
ing over 100,000.  While the 400 million trees are growing and 
maturing (it takes 7-10 years before harvest), they are absorbing 
Co2 and generating oxygen, proving habitat for wildlife and 
often preserving farmland and green space from urban develop-
ment. For every tree that is harvested, 2-4 more are planted in 
its place. 

The ‘greenest’ choices would be a tree that is grown locally and 
“treecycled” into mulch, used for habitat restoration or as a barrier 
against soil erosion, or a balled and burlapped live tree that is replanted 
after the holiday.  When choosing a tree with a root ball, acclimate the 
tree to indoor temperatures by bringing it into a cool garage for a couple 
days, and only have the tree inside your warm home for 5-7 days.  Have 
your planting hole ready before the ground freezes, along with fill dirt 
and mulch.  

Cool video on YouTube about pruning  trees at the farm    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUxkjvVOWQ8  

https://www.farmersalmanac.com/popular-christmas-tree-varieties-29268
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/popular-christmas-tree-varieties-29268
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/popular-christmas-tree-varieties-29268
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUxkjvVOWQ8


Local Trees 

 

Albert Family Tree Farm  
Amanda OH  740 969-4245 

Apsley Family Christmas 
Trees Wellston OH 740 288-
4577 

Holcomb Tree Farm Albany 
OH 740 698-5025 

Hutchinson Christmas Tree 
Farm Albany OH  740  698-
8922  (cut your own and dig 
your own)    

Piney Grove Evergreens Ray 
OH 740 288-7882 

Timbered Tree Farm Lan-
caster OH 740 503-1045 

White’s Mill Athens OH 740  
592-1521 (trees from Meigs 
Co.) 

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

DECEMBER GARDEN  Plant of the Month 

Decorated trees were first brought 
into the homes of devout Christians 
in Germany in the 16th century.  
Martin Luther, the 16th century 
Protestant reformer, is credited 
with first adding lights to trees, rec-
reating the brilliance of the stars.  
Today, there are nearly 350 million 
real Christmas trees growing on 
farms in all 50 states and Canada, 
and 25-30 million live trees are sold.  

Submit a plant for the January Plant 

of the Month to 

brown.6000@osu.edu 

Digging Deeper– Ann Bonner 

 

“Christmas Tree”  Arbor natalis 

The American chestnut, Castanea dentata, was a large monoecious de-
ciduous tree of the beech family that once dominated the forests of 
eastern United States. In the early 1900s, the chestnut blight, a fungal 
disease from Asia, found its way to America and laid waste to the iconic 
and important American chestnut. 
 
The chestnut was among our tallest, fastest growing and most produc-
tive trees. From decay resistant wood that can still be found today In 
old homes and barns to the rich nuts important to pioneers and wildlife, 
this tree was used from cradle to grave. 
 
At November’s monthly meeting, Stephen Rist, from the ODNR Division 
of Forestry, shared  his efforts to reestablish this iconic tree to state 
lands in Ohio. Stephen is the district manager for Southeast Ohio State 
Forest Lands. He oversees the management of our state’s largest and 
most productive state forestry properties. He’s been with the Division 
of Forestry  more than 10 years. 
 
During this time, he’s been active with The American Chestnut Founda-
tion (TACF) establishing sites and projects to plant and protect the next 
generation of American Chestnut. 
  
He did a great job of sharing the many challenges and disappointments 
of trying to establish a native tree devastated by a non-native invasive 
disease. He and his group have established plantings throughout Ohio 
focusing mostly on well drained acid soils and in places where the trees 
could naturally reestablish.  Thank you to Stephen for educating us 
about this important forest species!   For more information about the 
American chestnut and restoration efforts, go to acf.org  


