Athens County Master Gardener Volunteers Meeting Minutes - July 28, 2025
Marcia Burchby, Host in Amesville at Grange Hall

Members Present: Lee Gregg, Zella Nisley, Marcia Burchby, Karen Durniat-Suehrstedt, Kira Burns,
Elizabeth Flum, Michael Lincoln, Debi Daniels, Barb Harrison , Rebecca LaSor-Martin, Debbie
Balding, Dyana Robenalt, Kathy McCorkle, MaryAlice Turner, Maureen Coon, Barbara Klaer, Kelly
Capuzzi, Amy Peterson, Joke Harnish, Ed Brown

Meeting Discussion and Agenda:

Michael Lincoln called the meeting to order just after 6:00 PM. We approved the minutes of the
June meeting.

Announcements:

Michael clarified that we do not need to have a CEU at every meeting. We will use that time to
build more community so that we overcome a human tendency to be “clickish”. We discussed at
last meeting that one way to help getting to know one another is to wear our nametags.

Michael led us through a teambuilding experience. We were all asked to answer the questions?
Share your name? How many years have you been an MGV? Describe a garden or natural setting
that has inspired you. We learned that Joke Harnish and Lee Gregg have been members for 24
years. Congratulations! Also, Happy Birthday to Kelly Capuzzi July 29! Here are some highlights
about best natural gardens or gardens in general that inspire us:

Huffman Gardens near Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Williamsburg Gardens, Spring
Gardens Cincinnati, Bishop Educational Gardens, Logan, OH, Queens Garden, UK, Pacific NW
Spheres, Japanese Gardens in San Fran. Klaerfield Gardens, Amesville. Childrens Garden, Athens,
OH & Fossilized Tree Fern in Pittsburgh that is from Athens, Co., OH *Apologies for not capturing
all members reflections.

MGV Brick at the Community Center — Michael has ordered the Community Center MGV brick to
be displayed at the Community Center, on a community support wall. Their system allows for only
13 characters per line so it will say 1) Athens County, 2) Master 3) Gardeners

Ed Brown - Extension Office Move Update — OU Pharmacy is moving out and into the Health Dept.
Building Athens County Commissioners are still planning on getting funds for this renovation. They
will place Ed and his team at the Fairgrounds in the Exhibit Building that is used by 4-H and also the
ACSWD sale in early spring. Storage for our items may be needed and possibilities are Lances’s
Trailer Sales. Debi Daniel and Beck La Sor also offered that they may have space as well. Thank you
all!



MGV By-Laws - Thanks to Ed, we have By-Laws from 1999. Michael shared that one component
called foris an Advisory Committee (Extension Agent, Immediate Past President, Executive
Committee and 1 Intern). We are looking to amend this to fit reality, but are open to adding an
intern as well.

MGV Ecuador Trip — Michael reminded the group about the spaces STILL available for the Annual
Ecuador Trip. January 23-30 and January 31st— February 2.

Master Gardener Volunteer State Conference — October 9-10 (Thursday-Friday). It will be held at
the OSU Wooster Campus.

Treasurers Report: Deb advises that we take a look at our budget and re-allocate and additional
amount to the Children’s Garden. The proposal was voted on to give an additional $750 for this
year. Their initial budget was $1500. Beck moved that we increase the budget due to the amount of
time, energy and beautiful outcomes so far this year. Others mentioned the remarkable turnover
given the devastating flood in the spring. Debbie Balding seconded the motion, all voted in favor,
motion passed.

Debi Daniels remined us that when we make purchases, please contact one of the Exec.
Committee members (Michael, Debi) to make the purchase so that we can make the purchase
without tax — reminder due to the diligent work of Debi and Nan before her, we are a tax-exempt
organization. If we purchase something individually , without the credentials Debi will give you, tax
will be charged and we cannot reimburse tax.

Committee Reports:

Program Committee — Lee Gregg reporting. Laura Caple is working on a program about medicinal
herbs with Caroline ? (missed her last name) Laura also reminds us about the Monarch Monitoring
Blitz. Here are two resources from the web:

https://monarchwatch.org/migration/

https://butterfly.nwf.org/

* Kathy McCorkle has Monarchs at herhome !! The Darby Creek Bison trip has been moved to
August 26t

Children’s Garden: Zella Nisely reporting. We have donated a total of 244 LBS of vegetables from
the garden and donated it to Community Food Initiatives. They disperse food to those in need
within our region of the state. Many thanks to Michael Lincoln and Debi Daniels for the new shade
sail in the garden. Watering help is needed.


https://monarchwatch.org/migration/
https://butterfly.nwf.org/

Farmers Market Table: Please sign up if you can volunteer for a Saturday Market. There are many
open spots in August.

Newsletter — Many thanks to Lee for her article on Microplastics .

Athens Library Garden- Beck reported that all is well and that Anthony is assisting her with
maintaining the gardens.

Outreach Committee — Karen Durniat —-Suehrstedt reporting. The June and July programs at the
Garden were outstanding! Congratulations to all involved in the planning, preparation and
implementation.

Debbie Balding moved that we adjourn, All were in favor, Michael called the meeting adjourned

Marcia invited us to make a bouquet from the flower bar she had set up in the hall. The flowers
were gorgeous, and we all enjoyed wonderful snacks as well.



