ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

AT s RIS G

y 7 (i 7/ = J 'Y J x % T »
P | o ; Bk S
ﬁ - ". [ )' ; A\ \
), A YNt o

OVERTHE JEDEN T2
A v W

Lmyf Events

April 2026

The Master’s Edge: OSU'’s %‘)‘%
GDD Phenology Tool :

monthly meeting County Fair As gardeners, we often live and die by the calendar. The OSU Growing
Degree Day (GDD) Tool is your window into a deeper biological clock.
Instead of measuring days, it tells us exactly when plants and insects
* Lunch & Learn Webinar series "wake up." The calendar starts over every year on January 1st and begins
accumulating "heat units" once your zip code hits 50°F. This tool provides
a level of precision that moves us beyond guesswork and the costly loss
https://mastergardener.osu.ed of crops, time, and money.

The Precision of Phenolo
w/LNL25 Phenology is the "if/then" lgggic of the natural world. For example, when
the Saucer Magnolia reaches "pink bud" (100-200 GDD), the Eastern Tent
Caterpillar is typically hatching. By tracking GDD, you aren’t just guessing when to scout; you are ground-truthing—
using real-time, live observations to pinpoint the exact moment of arrival with technical mastery.

* April 27 — Master Gardener Dyana Robenalt
Office 6:00 pm

every two weeks

Your Eco-Guardian Symphony

The true reward of GDD is shifting from "pest elimination " to "insect affinity.“
When you know the Imported Cabbage Worm arrives around 200-300 GDD
(correlating with Common Lilac), you can prepare with confidence. Instead of
reaching for a spray, use GDD to time the bloom of your Eco-Guardians.
Ensuring Dill, Cilantro, or native Columbine are blooming as the cabbage
butterflies arrive invites a "standing army" of parasitoid wasps and hoverflies.

Precision Successions & Your Phenology Log

Tracking rising temperatures allows you to phase plantings, ensuring a
steady, productive flow of food for both your table and the ecosystem. By
maintaining a Four-Season Phenology Log to record dates, GDD, and live
observations—like the first flea beetles nibbling your kale—you turn your
garden into a classroom. This record becomes your handy guide for
orchestrating a habitat with science-based timing and mastery.

This legacy of synchronous knowledge creates the timing nature intended,
allowing beneficial predators to defend your Brassicas while you enjoy the

fascinating dance of biodiversity. .5

Resource List:

OSU GDD Tool & Phenology Calendar: weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd

Alabama Extension Phenology Calendar: aces.edu/blog/topics/farming/phenology-calendar-for-ipm
The Phenology Garden Network (OSU): chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/phenology-garden

Good Bug, Bad Bug by Jessica Walliser

Pollinators of Native Plants by Heather Holm

Phenology Fridays Study Group https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNncqgx4xgol

Download your own Four Seasons Companion Log at https://docs.google.com/document/d/16lsil-

k6uopD0cOm]JIq5-uEvméscllh_yPbcS217ZVjA/edit?usp=sharing
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Poison Hemlock

Marcia Burchby

Poison Hemlock, conium maculatum, is rapidly
spreading within Ohio. According to OSU Extension
Agent Joe Boggs, this non-native invasive weed is
among the most deadly plants in N. America. All parts
of the plant are toxic to all classes of livestock if
consumed and can be damaging to any mammal
(including humans) if ingested or inhaled.

A biennial and a member of the wild carrot family,
poison hemlock looks very similar to Queen Anne's lace
and typically grows in the same conditions, so being
able to tell the difference is very important. Both have
hollow stems, but poison hemlock's stem is hairless and
has purple blotches. Even a very young poison hemlock
will display the purple blotching.

The most effective control approach involves properly
timed applications of selective or non-selective
herbicides, including glyphosate (Roundup). The plant
is a prolific seed producer, (each plant may produce
over 38,000 seeds/year) so applications of herbicides
made now (March to April) will control both the first
season rosette stage and the second season flowering
stage, before seeds are produced. The earlier you can
address poison hemlock with mowing to prevent
flowering and/or herbicide application, the better your
control methods will be. Hand pulling small
infestations can be effective if the long tap root is
removed; gloves, long sleeves and eye protection should
be worn. All plant parts should be disposed of in the
trash, not composted, as the toxins remain active for
years.

Go to: https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2499 for excellent
photos in various seasons.
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4l Ohio Native
'« Plant Month

In 2019, Ohio designated April as Native Plant Month in order to
increase public awareness of Ohio’s native plants and the many
benefits they provide to pollinators, Ohio’s economy and the
health of Ohio’s environment. The website,
www.ohionativeplantmonth.org features a list of many of the
1,842 plants that are native in our state, information on the
removal of non-native plant species, sources to obtain native
plants, activities for children, posters to download and print,
beautiful photography and a wealth of information.

Over 200 Native Plant
Swaps for a More \
Sustainable, Pollinator- 3
Friendly Garden

ELISE HOWARD

Plant This, Not That: Over 200 Native
Plant Swaps for a More Sustainable,

Pollinator-Friendly Garden (2026) by
Elise Howard is the perfect companion as many of us
seek to replace non-native plants with natives. Plant
This will be available soon at the Athens County
Public Library.
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/17/realestate/plant
-this-not-that-native-garden-swaps.html
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Peat was introduced to horticulture in the 1960’s and has become
widely used for home gardening and industrial plantings.
Unfortunately, there are major downsides to using peat, resulting in
a ban on its use in the UK, beginning in 2027. Peat bogs are called
“carbon sinks” due to the massive amounts of carbon they lock in.
While peat bogs cover just 3% of the planet, they store more than
30% of the earth’s carbon--twice the carbon as the worlds’ forests.
Once harvested, carbon—a greenhouse gas that contributes to
climate change—is released into the atmosphere. Peat builds up at
a rate of just 1 millimeter per year, so once a peat bog is harvested,
it takes hundreds or thousands of years to regenerate. While the
peat industry argues that it harvests less than 2% of the existing
supply each year, the harvested areas can’t recover quickly enough
for it to be considered a renewable resource.

Alternatives to peat include coconut coir, (a fibrous waste by-
product of coconut processing in South Asia) composted bark or
wood, compost, or a mixture of ingredients. Eco-minded gardeners
can look for ‘peat free’ on bags of planting mix to ensure they are
utilizing a more sustainable alternative.
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All Month

e Asparagus
* Beets

+ Cabbage

* Chard

* Collards

e Leeks

* Lettuce

* Mustard

* Onion (sets)
* Peas

* Potatoes

* Radish

* Spinach

* Turnips
After April 15
» Broccoli

* Brussel Sprouts
+ Cauliflower
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Native Plant Propagation Course
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Barb Klaer

On March 7t, Anthony Small conducted a Native Plant Propagation Course at
Broughton Nature & Wildlife Center in Marietta. This attracted a wide range of
experienced and new gardeners, including Athens Master Gardeners Kira
Burns, Zella Nisley and myself.

Anthony discussed the effects of the glaciers in Ohio and the impact on the
native plants, wildlife and the shaping of the land itself. The importance of
using native plants was discussed in depth. Emphasis was placed

on “keystone” plants that support the greatest number of wildlife, in particular
caterpillars that are needed in great
quantities for baby birds. We
assembled in small groups to

make a soil mix with peat moss,
aged compost, perlite, mycorrhizal
starts, bacterial starts and

gypsum. We filled seeding trays
and were given 10 different kinds
of native perennial seeds, 5 cells
each, and also pots and seeds for
Pawpaw, Spicebush and
Persimmon. —

Even though I clumsily collapsed my tray seeded with 50 native perennials as I
was leaving, I am looking forward to seeing what will come up, and making
use of the seedlings. Anthony presented the program well and the enthusiasm
was palpable. I hope there will be more opportunities like this in the future. It
was so worthwhile!

A couple of Websites to check out are ODNR papers on “The Ice Age in Ohio”,
BONAP (Biota of North America Program), an excellent source to determine if
a plant is native to your area, and https://wildones.org. The local chapter of
Wild Ones is Wild Ones Appalachian Foothills, a nonprofit that promotes native
landscapes through education, advocacy and collaborative action
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Ceil Weldon

Digging Deeper

At our March meeting, our speaker, Lynda Berman gave an inspiring
presentation about the selection and use of paper and plants in the design
of cards. Lynda describes herself as a Paper Artist and loves to teach and
inspire people to create using botanicals. She is also a member of the
Herb Guild and is involved with the garden at the Dairy Barn. Lynda began
by providing a concise education in the selection of and method of
pressing flowers and leaves. She brought a selection of decorative and
hand-made paper and demonstrated how to design beautifully unique
cards. Each of our members was able to design and make a one-of-a-kind
greeting card.


https://wildones.org/
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