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 No Mow May and Slow Mow Spring originated in 2019 by citizen 
scientists in the UK. This concept, along with Leave the Leaves is intended to 
be supportive of the pollinator population.  However, it’s not as simple as 
these catchy phrases. 

 With conventional US lawns covering 40 million acres, they are the 
single largest irrigated crop grown in this country. Most provide little ben-
efit to wildlife and are often harmful, considering the chemicals that are 
poured into them, not to mention the landscape equipment that emits 

nearly 27 million tons of pollutants each year.  

 It would be nice if ceasing to mow your lawn for a month rectified these negatives. However, simply allow-
ing a monoculture to grow longer would not spontaneously provide a habitat for insects, birds or other creatures.  
And it might just make the neighbors mad.  

 What is beneficial is managing your lawn or yard for biodiversity.  This includes: 

*Stop the use of herbicides, pesticides and gas-powered mowers. 

*Shrink the size of or eliminating your lawn. 

*Replace turf grass with native lawn alternatives or a low mow seed mix. 

*Increase the variety of native plants and nurture a homegrown habitat that blooms throughout the season. 

*Increase floral abundance by planting wildflower meadows. 

*Delay garden clean-up in the spring to allow time for pollinators to emerge from dormancy (when spring tempera-
tures have remained above 50 degrees for one week). 

*When you do mow, set your mower at the highest setting (ideally 4”) and reduce how often you mow. 

*Educate and encourage neighbors to follow these practices; our native species need corridors rather than islands 
of biodiversity. 

For more information and perspectives, please go to: 

https://beecityusa.org/no-mow-may/ 

https://www.monarchgard.com/thedeepmiddle/just-say-no-to-no-mow-may 

Marcia Burchby 

https://mastergardener.osu.edu/LNL24
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/LNL24
https://beecityusa.org/no-mow-may/
https://www.monarchgard.com/thedeepmiddle/just-say-no-to-no-mow-may


OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

 On April 12th, a beautiful Saturday morning, about 15 of us 
gathered at Maryalice Turner’s lovely property to see the spring 
ephemerals. She and her husband, Don, moved and reconstructed a 
log cabin midway up an incredible slope, surrounded by woods.  

 We started in the drive where it branches left and up to their 
BNB and right and up to their home. Here Maryalice welcomed and 
told us a bit about the history of the land. They bought the land in 
1998 and fell in love- returning on weekends to camp and clean up all the old appliances, rotten TVs, and broken glass 
that had been dumped there for years. After several years of camping and cleaning they found the perfect place for a 
home. In 2000, they bought a log cabin and had it moved to the land. In 2001, they began the long, loving task of recon-
structing the cabin- and what a location.  

 The beauty of this location is that they are at an intersection where two very steep slopes drop from the left 
and right cutting a deep ‘V’ groove into the landscape behind their home. The importance of this topography is that it 
is not attractive to deer- and that makes for an abundance of delightfully happy plants.  

 Yellow trout lily (Erythronium americanum) and fiddleheads make a big show just as you begin up the slope 
moving towards their house. I stepped aside to get a closer look and found the largest bloodroot (Sanguinaria canaden-
sis) plant I have ever seen with leaves as big as an outstretched hand. As you reach the house, the entire banks of their 
driveway are covered in hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia). Moving higher along the drive still, the eye catches spots 
of purple Phlox and the tips of red from the Toadshade ( Trillium sessile) and then hundreds of white trillium (T. gran-
diflorum).  

 The drive stops at a little clearing- this is the base of the ‘V’- to offer a 
lovely view up, into the woods with both banks covered in blooming flowers. 
From here the way up got a little harder- in order to continue, one had to trav-
erse over and under fallen trees, hop from rock to rock following the stream 
bed. But I braved it and man was it worth it!  Vast swaths of blue cohosh 
(Caulophyllum thalictroides) hugged both sides. Dutchman’s breeches with 
their lovely white bloomers, Jewel weed just starting to emerge, shy fiddle 
heads, glossy Mayapples, and stately white trillium carpeted everything. Wild 
ginger hid in all the shady, moist nooks. Young, still small, Buckeye trees 

hugged the slopes soon to make their way skyward and become the canopy. I can only imagine this place further in 
the the seasons as the leaves above unfurl to always provide cooling shade.  

 The Turner’s have done an amazing job attacking invasives and encouraging native plants to flourish. Their 
love, dedication, and creativity are so evident when walking around. We deeply appreciated the opportunity to come 
enjoy this space. The Turners are moving to PA in the near future to be closer to their 6 and 4 year old grandchildren. 
They leave behind a little slice of heaven for the next owners. Maryalice has very generously put out the invitation to 
come see her place as the seasons and landscape changes (please contact her first), and I highly encourage you to. 
This place is a must see for sure!  

Thank you so much, Maryalice and Don Turner. Can’t wait to see what you do with your new space!  

Spring Ephemeral Tour 

Beck LaSor 



OVER THE GARDEN FENCE 

In the Garden 
After March 15 

• Asparagus 

• Beets 

• Cabbage 

• Carrots 

• Collards 

• Leeks 

• Lettuce 

• Onion (sets) 

• Peas 

• Potatoes 

• Radish 

• Spinach 

• Swiss Chard 

• Turnips 

After April 15 

• Broccoli 

• Brussel Sprouts 

• Cauliflower 

Digging Deeper – Marcia Burchby 

 Angelica is a genus of about 90 spe-
cies of tall biennial herbs in the fami-
ly Apiaceae. (Although angelica is widely 
considered a biennial plant, it can some-
times hang around longer, setting seed the 
third season instead of the second). Angeli-
ca species grow to 3 ft – 10 ft tall, with large 
bipinnate leaves and large compound um-
bels of white or greenish-white flowers. For 
such a large herb, it manages to appear lacy 
and somewhat delicate, thanks to its flow-
ers which bloom in May. They are impres-
sively large umbels, almost ‘starburst-like,’ 
and are pollinated by a great variety of in-
sects.  

 Garden Angelica was believed to have medicinal and magical proper-
ties that counteract poisons and ward off evil, texts dating back to the 15th 
century say it was considered a “wonder herb.” As a medicinal plant, it was 
said to have 'angelic' healing powers for protection against contagions, puri-
fying blood, and treatment of digestive disorders as well as being effective 
against evil spirits and witchcraft.  

 It's a great addition to our gardens where you’d like to add tall, strik-
ing beauty that blooms early. A native to hills near running water, think of 
this herb as a woodland transplant and provide it with a moist spot away 
from wind and punishing heat. A nice protective layer of mulch twice a year 
is also a good idea.  

Plant of the Month 
Molly Gassaway 

 Greg Howard, an expert in sharpening cutlery, presented a tutorial on this 
art at the March MG meeting.  Members brought a large assortment of dull tools 
from home—some family heirlooms and some recent purchases.  The process is basi-
cally the same, according to Greg: “Make a burr, then take it off.”   

 Starting with a clean and dry tool, use a file or hand stone to build up a burr 
(a rough edge or ridge on the backside of the blade) by scraping the file along the 
curve of the blade several times. Always follow the curve of the blade and match the 
existing angle. Then turn the blade over and swipe once to remove the burr, or close 
the pruner which will knock the burr off. Oil the sharpened tool with a thin oil such 
as 3 in 1 or WD40. 

 Greg makes this look easy! “Just like walkin’ and talkin’”, he claims.  For the 
rest of us, a little practice is needed.  Sharp tools make the gardening jobs so much 
easier, and it’s an art that we should all learn. 

Angelica 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biennial_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apiaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower

