ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

GARDEN FENCE

April 25—Julie Zickefoose pro-

gram, McConnelsville

e April 26 —Tuesday Master
Gardener monthly meeting at
the Children’s Garden

e Fall—Lunch & Learn Series
https://
mastergardener.osu.edu/
resources/2021-2022-hort-
happy-hour-and-lunch-learn-
webinar-series
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Growing Degree Days

Each hour above 50° adds to the
Growing Degree Days. Flowers
bloom based upon the GDD. At the
same time, many insects also
emerge. This week: Saucer Magno-
lia will be in full bloom, PJM Rhodo-
dendron will be in full bloom, Weep-
ing Higan cherry will be in full
bloom, and the Boxwood psyllid will
emerge. Close on their heels will be
the apple serviceberry and common
chokecherry coming into bloom. If
you want to see what will be bloom-
ing or what insect might be emerg-
ing, check out the website https://
weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd/
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The Insect Crisis: The Fall of the Tiny Empires that Run the World
(2022).

[A recent interview with the author, environmental writer Oliver Milman
aired on NPR’s “Fresh Air” February 18th.]

According to a 2019 article in the journal, Biological Conservation, 40% of
all insect species have declined globally and one-third are endangered.
While insects are often thought of as pests, and | would certainly wel-
come a reduction of stink bugs in my home, Milman cautions that insects
are vital to our survival. We rely on insects to clean up messes and to
make possible at least 30% of the foods we depend on, for sustenance
and flavor. As biodegraders, insects speed up the decomposition of
waste, adding nutrients to the soil and making our environment less scat-
alogical and ridden with corpus delicti.

Pollinators include our treasured butterflies as well as moths, wasps, and
flies. Anyone who has seen photos of people on ladders in China pains-
takingly brushing pollen on apple blossoms knows that we do not want to
lose our pollinators. The need for pollinators has increased, according to
Milman, by as much as 300% over the last 50 years, with increased agri-
cultural production. Ironically, much of the decrease in pollinator popula-
tions can be attributed to changes in agricultural practices, including the
use of toxic chemicals and the destruction of habitat to make room for
crops and to eliminate native plants, which, while crucial to pollinating
insects, are often considered weeds.

Many of the fruits we eat, as well as chocolate, spices, and even milk
products (cows eat alfalfa) would become unavailable with the demise of
pollinators. While summers without ice cream sounds unpleasant, the
loss of major food crops worldwide would result in massive food shortag-
es., according to the U.N., which sees the decline in insect populations as
a global threat.

Milman points out that the loss of insect populations also threatens birds,
fish, amphibians, and other mammals, like bats (which are also consid-
ered pollinators) and foxes, worldwide. Milman urges readers to seriously
consider the critical importance of the often overlooked and underappre-
ciated insect and to become involved in efforts to revive and preserve
insect populations.
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April

Garden

e Asparagus

. Beets
e Cabbage
e Carrots

e Swiss Chard

e Collards
e Leeks

e Lettuce
e Mustard

e Onions (sets)

o Peas

e Potato

e Radish

e Spinach

e Turnips
After April 15
e Broccoli

Brussel Sprouts

Cauliflower

Member spotlight — c_

This summer we will be missing

Carolyn Sutherland at the Farmers
Market. Carolyn joined the Master
Gardeners after she retired from
working in the public schools. Around
2010 she started chairing the Farmers
Market Committee. She said the Booth
was the perfect activity for her. She
loved organizing and figuring out what
the weekly theme would be as the
seasons changed. From pollinators to

pressure cooking there was always a
theme. Carolyn said the monthly volunteer coordinators were amazing.
She would drop off the materials and
information necessary for the weekly
theme each Thursday and the
coordinator would have everything
necessary to set up on Saturday. This
summer, she is relocating to Ann
Arbor but will really miss the Booth
and all the master gardeners here in

Athens.

Our March Meeting was followed by a Webinar given by Dr. Douglas Talla-
my titled “Bringing Nature Home”. Dr. Tallamy is Professor of Entomology
and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware where he has studied
insects and their role in the environment for over twenty years. His pro-
gram explained how humans are destroying the natural habitat of insects
and wildlife and therefore are destroying the ecosystem we are dependent
on. We are currently living in the 6™ great extinction period — 2/3’s of
known wildlife have disappeared since the 1970’s and we have cut up na-
ture into tiny plots of land. The good news is we can all help slow and re-
verse this by growing native plants, eliminating non-native species and in-
vasives and reducing our lawn size. We can each become part of the
Homegrown National Park which currently numbers around 20 million
acres. You can watch the recording @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=nl92SeF4rfg



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl92SeF4rfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl92SeF4rfg

Available at all locations beginning
April 13

Stop by your local library to pick up a variety of
seeds from Community Food Initiatives, featuring
easier-to-grow veggies like beans, spinach, corn,
summer squash, peas, sunflowers and much more.

All 7 locations are participating while supplies last,
and seeds may vary per location.

ATHENS COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARIES




