
OSU Master Gardner Volunteers, Athens County 
Date 8/26/2024 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Meeting Details 
Location: Extension Office 
Meeting: 6:03-6:48  
Social Time & Snacks: 6:48 – 7:05 
Continuing Ed:  7:05-7:50. Mary Nally, Food preservation using dehydration 

and fermentation. 
 
Members Present (List may not be complete):  Debi Daniels, Michael Lincoln, 
Rebecca LaSor-Martin, Nan Needs, Debbie Balding, Karen Durniat-
Suehrstedt, Billie Kariher, Carrie Schagel, Marcia Burchby, Joke Harnish, 
Kathy McCorkle, Mary Moffet, Dorie Gilbride, Laura Caple, Kathy Berry, Lee 
Gregg, Jeanne Haseley, Kelly Capuzzi, Anthony Small, Cinda Morosco, Barb 
Harrison, Zella Nisley 
 
Business Meeting: 
Karen opened the business meeting at 6:03 
 
Old Business: 
July minutes motion to approve: Debi Balding. Second: Marsha Burchby.  
Approved. 
 
Treasurers report  

Nan Needs, Treasurer 
• HVB estimate $3,754, (minus about $250 in recent receipts). OSU estimate 

$5,381.46 
• Companion Plants hasn’t billed for the lavender sale plants. 

 
Committee Reports: 

   
Children’s Garden 
 Zella Nisley reporting. 

• Donated 1159 lbs. of produce so far. 
• Thanks to the steady group of volunteers. 
• Harvested pears and apples and there are more squash, beets, potatoes.. 
• New vehicle gates coming very soon. 
• Article in the paper about the garden. 
• Native pollinator garden blooming. 
• Terrie will resign chairmanship after this summer. We need someone to take 

over, or two people. 
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Program Committee: 
 Lee Gregg reporting. 

• Teresa Caldwell will present in Sept. “Wilding Your Lawn” at Extension Office. 
• Oct and Nov not nailed down yet. 

 
 News Letter: 
 Marci Burchby, reporting 

• Nothing new to report. 
• Please submit ideas or articles. 

 
 Farmers Market: 
 Billie Kariher, reporting 

• Pressure cooker demonstration. A few people attended. 
• Always looking for volunteers. 
• Unless there are volunteers for Sept. the booth will be stored. 
• Sign up through Google sheets online. 

 
State Update from Ed: 

• Statewide MGV Conference –October 24-25, 2024, to be held virtually.  
o They will do alternate years live and virtual. 
o Great speakers and topics and of course, great opportunities for 

continuing education. The awards program will be held the evening 
of October 24th to recognize Outstanding MGVs, Coordinators, 
Projects, etc.  Mark your calendars. More info to follow.  

 
Chris Chimiel 

• Zella talked to him. Pawpaws are ripening early. Not worried too much 
about this year, but Chris was worried about next year. They are paying 
$3 a lb. if anyone has pawpaws available. The number is 740 698-6060 at 
Integration Acres.  
 

New Business: 
 
Library Garden 

•  Beck and Michael met with Naomi Stork, who was the primary gardener in 
Project Plant. Naomi toured the gardens with them and discussed what 
had been done by Project Plant. 

• Naomi gave detailed maps of the beds, with photographs. Michael 
presented a Powerpoint with the maps. 

• The primary work would be trimming and weeding. A group of several 
volunteers would be needed at the beginning and end of the season. The 
rest can be done easily by a couple of people. There is no source of water 
on the exterior of the building and most of the plants are natives, so they 
do with less water. 

• There is a small shed with tools that we can use. 
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• Project Plant still has some money in their budget which we can use for the 
library gardens. 

• Beck and Michael also met with Amy Drayer, the branch manager. Amy said 
the following: 

o If large tree trimming is necessary, the library will contract 
externally for it. 

o The library also contracts for mulching. 
o They’re OK with us creating a simple mulch site in the trees beyond 

the parking lot, so trimmings don’t have to be hauled away. 
o If plants die, they would appreciate our recommendations for 

replacements and pay for them.  
o They would be interested in being a site for community education 

that we present. 
• Essentially, MGVs would not incur any cost for this project. 
• There was concern expressed by members that we will spread ourselves 

too thin with this project. Our major projects can’t suffer because of this. 
• The attraction to the project is that it is a very visible public site, and we 

would be allowed to install a sign that we are maintaining the gardens. 
• Lee Greg suggested and made a motion that we take on the project for a 

one-year trial and then reevaluate in September or October of next year to 
determine if we continue. 

• The motion was passed. Beck will speak to Amy Drayer and make sure she 
is OK with this plan. 

 
Community Education Committee  

• The committee’s first project was helping Ed with the display for the County 
Fair. 

o Another member or two would be helpful. If you have an interest, 
please let Karen know. 

 
New Athens County MGV T-shirts. 

• New Athens County MGV T-shirts. Create design & logo.  
o We’ve had two submissions. We’d like more if you are artistically 

inclined, please submit. 
o We will have a blind vote at the September meeting. 

 
Miscellaneous. 

• Laura Caple suggested monarchjointventure.org.  There is a webinar 
Tuesday, Aug 27. If you register, you can see all the other recorded 
presentations. 

• Kathy Capuzzi will be presenting “the Buzz About Bees” for Hocking County 
Soil and Water on Nov. 7th.  

o She may present for us at a meeting in the fall. TBD. 
o We have not had presence at the Pawpaw festival. (Sept. 13-25 

this year.) It’s a several day commitment. If we want to leave 
materials, we can leave them at the Pollinator tent. 



4 

 
Beck LaSor-Martin motioned to adjourn. - 2 Lee Greg seconded. Adjourned at 6:48. 
 

Next meeting – Monday, September 23 @6:00pm,  
Extension Office.  
  

Meeting minutes submitted by Michael Lincoln 
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