
OSU Master Gardner Volunteers, Athens County 
Date 7/22/2024 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Meeting Details 
Location: Michael Lincoln’s garden, 8 Cable Lane 
Tour & Continuing Ed:   Powerpoint, & Tour 6:10 – 7:05  
Social Time & Snacks: 7:05 – 7:15 
Meeting: 7:15-8:05  
 
Members Present (List may not be complete):  Debi Daniels, Michael Lincoln, 
Rebecca LaSor-Martin, Nan Needs, Debbie Balding, Karen Durniat-
Suehrstedt, Terrie Perez, Carrie Schagel, Marcia Burchby, Susan Quinn, 
Kathy McCorkle, Dorie Gilbride, Laura Caple, Ceil Weldon, Susie Schroer 
 
Business Meeting: 
Karen opened the business meeting at 7:15 
 
Old Business: 
May minutes motion to approve: Terri Perez, Second: Beck LaSor-Martin. Approved. 
 
Treasurers report  

Nan Needs, Treasurer 

• HVB estimate $3,700, OSU estimate $5,300 

• $9,500 rough total. We don’t want to spend anything extra until the OSU 
money is moved back to HVB. 

• As long as we are paying dues to the state, we are covered by the 
insurance, and we can accept money (plant sale). 

• There is no limit on non-profits assets. 
 

Committee Reports: 
   

Children’s Garden 
 Terrie Perez reporting. 

• Donated 532 lbs. of produce so far. 

• Apple trees in the park picked for a couple weeks. More to pick next week.  

• Children’s Garden was on the front page of the newspaper this week.  

• Really beautiful right now. 

• Meet on Wednesday morning.  

• Pollinator garden is doing great. 

• Fixed the water issue.  

• Terrie will resign chairmanship after this summer. She has lead since 2019. 
We need someone to take over, or two people. 

• There is interest in more educational programs at the Children’s Garden. 
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Program Committee: 
 Laura Caple reporting. 

• Lee fractured her sacrum. 

• August 13, Stages Pond trip. Leave 8:30 from behind McDonalds in The 
Plains. Should arrive about 9:40. Laura will send an email confirmation. 
Bring tick spray and boots. 

• August meeting in Extension Office. Teresa Caldwell…wilding your yard. 
Teaching a way to get around zoning.  

• Terrie would like to have a meeting at the Children’s Garden Maybe Molly 
Gassaway could do a session there and talk about what all she does with 
kids at East and Morrison. Possibly September. 

• Need more meeting ideas. Lots of field trip ideas but need more where we 
can also have a meeting. Possibly Ann Moneypenny’s greenhouse. 

 
 News Letter: 
 Marci Burchby, representing  

• Send ideas for letter to Ed or Marcia Burchby. 

• Had some great volunteer articles. Nicole did most of the newsletter last 
month.  

 
Farmers Market: 

• Always looking for volunteers. 

• Sign up through Google sheets online. 
 
State Update from Ed: 

• Statewide MGV Conference –October 24-25, 2024, to be held virtually. 
Great speakers and topics and of course, great opportunities for 
continuing education. The awards program will be held the evening of 
October 24th to recognize Outstanding MGVs, Coordinators, Projects, 
etc.  Mark your calendars. More info to follow.  

• Athens County fair starts Aug. 2, in two weeks. 
o Need display ideas.  
o Both directions of Union Street will be opened for the fair and then 

return to construction mode after. 
o Workday next week to put display together. 
o Dorie mentioned seeing that Penn State Extension had online CE, 

$15 for an hour. Looked like some interesting programs. 

• OSU sent more swag that wasn’t in the first order. Ed will sort out and 
contact those who had ordered it. 
 

New Business: 

• A new shed for the Children’s Garden 

• First step is new gates. 
o Michael remeasured the existing gates, which are a total of 15’-6” wide and 

68” high. Standard dump truck width is 8’-6” wide and a standard pickup 
width is 6’-9” wide. Planning for 2 gates 6’-6” wide for a total of 13’-0”. We 
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may be able to reuse some of the hardware, like the hinges, and save 
some money, but if we buy all new hardware with the lumber, estimate is 
$350 - $400. New post set inside existing post near shed. 

• Library Garden status?? Follow-up from an email from Ed on July 1: 
o “Our native gardens have been cared for the last 18+ years by 

Project Plant. Recently Project plant decided that they would like to 
do some other projects and finding it difficult to recruit and keep 
new volunteers.  
This change has left our gardens, originally design and planted by 
Mason Chambers and the crew of Five Springs Farm Nursery and 
Landscaping many years ago, with only a twice a year mulching. 
The garden is mostly natives. I would love to be able to have 
gardeners - who are knowledgeable - come through and maintain 
the plants, potentially add to the garden, and of course do the all-
consuming weeding. At the least I would love to have a spring and 
fall clean up - but would be open to more regular care.  
I am wondering if the Masters Gardeners here in Athens might be 
interested in taking on this project. I would be happy to talk more 
about it if there is interest.” – Amy Draper 
 

o Are we interested in doing it? Will they pay for mulch and other 
supplies and plant replacements? Could we have a sign showing 
that MGVs maintain the gardens? 
 

o Would need a coordinator for that site. 
o Roxanne part of Project Plant? Ask her about it. 
o Beck and Michael will talk to Amy Draper to get details. 
o Send us questions if anything else comes up. 

  

• Exec Committee is proposing a new committee: Community Education 
Committee. 

o Missing opportunities to provide education and we feel we 
need to bump up our focus in that area. 

o Seminar, workshop. 
o If there enough folks to do it, we can do it. 
o Ideas: Farmer’s Market – 10-15 minutes on various subjects, 

or an hour each month on a different subject. 
o Start small and grow as there is capacity. 

  

• New Athens County MGV T-shirts. Create design & logo.  
o OSU has to approve the logo. Ed doesn’t think it will be a problem. 
o Requesting T-shirt designs with MGV Athens County Logo. 
o Susan Quinn brought a design but misplaced it, so she’ll send to Ed 

and he’ll forward; silhouette of tree top, midrange hydrangea, near 
coneflower. 

o Cathy McCorkle also had some ideas. 
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Door Prize: hibiscus plant won by Nan Needs. 

 
Adjourned at 8:05. 
 

Next meeting – Monday, August 26 @6:00pm,  
Extension Office.  
  

Meeting minutes submitted by Michael Lincoln 


