
OSU Master Gardener Volunteers, Athens County 
Date 11/25/2024 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Details 
Location: Extension Office 
Meeting: 6:05-7:04 
Social Time & Snacks: 7:04 – 7:15  
Continuing Ed:  7:15-8:10. Molly Gassaway, CFI & Schools. Molly’s guests, 
Cordelia Lockherd (sp?), pilot program and a summer garden camp 
participant, who helped her present and Zoe Chase, CFI garden coordinator  
 
 
Members Present (List may not be complete):  Debi Daniels, Michael Lincoln, 
Rebecca LaSor-Martin, Nan Needs, Karen Durniat-Suehrstedt, Elizabeth 
Flum, Kathy McCorkle, Dorie Gilbride, Laura Caple, Molly Gassaway, Marcia 
Burchby, Zella Nisley, Kelly Capuzzi, Barb Harrison, Joke Harnish, Rachael 
Crouch, Debbie Balding, and unreadable name. 
 
Business Meeting: 
Karen opened the business meeting at 6:05 

Ed’s emails were not going out and he has no way of knowing if we received them, 
so meeting notes didn’t get received twice, as we had planned. 

• October minutes motion to approve: 1st: Beck LaSor-Martin. 2nd: Debi Daniels  
o Approved. 

 
Treasurers report  

Nan Needs, Treasurer 

• We should finally receive an OSU direct deposit back in our Hocking Valley Bank 
account in the next 2-3 weeks. 

• Approximately $6,000.00 in our accounts, minus receipts just received. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Committee Reports: 

   
Children’s Garden 
 Karen reporting 

• Terrie put together task information in narrative form. Karen will convert to task 
list so we have an outline of work for each week. 

• Debi Daniels will do plant starts again. Zella will work to have a list of plant starts 
wanted. Chat at January meeting.  

 
Program Committee: 
 Laura Caple reporting 

• Nothing to report. Have something before February. 
 
Newsletter: 
  Marcia Burchby and Molly Gassaway. Nothing to report. 
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Athens Library Gardens: 
  Beck LaSor-Martin reporting 

• After final leaf clean up and moving compost bin, 90.5 hours total since we 
began.  

 
Athens County MGV T-shirts: 
  Beck LaSor-Martin reporting 

• Zonez will do them for $25 per shirt. We must use their T-shirts but they have 
many color options. They need to have a minimum order of 25 to produce 
the artwork. There were enough hands raised in the meeting, so Beck will 
proceed with an order.  

• She’ll let us know next steps. 
 
Community Education: 
  Karen reporting.  

• On Nov. 14 at 4pm, members of the committee worked with Ed and the Soil 
and Water folks in front of the Court House, talking about soil health. Photo in 
Messenger of Kathy McCorkle separating soil. 

• Goal is 4 events during the year. 

• Table on planning your garden at the library, likely Sat. Feb. 8.  

• Next planning meeting Jan. 27, 4pm, before the monthly meeting. 
 

Ed’s Activities: 

• Ed is doing Climate Change gardening presentation on 3 dates: 
o Jan. 6 at 3 pm Coolville 
o Jan 8 at 6 pm in Nelsonville 
o Jan 14 at 6pm Athens public library 

 

• Ed demonstrated a review of how to put volunteer hours in OSU site. 

• Dec. 15 – get your hours in. No later than Dec. 31. 
o You can check meeting minutes on our website for continuing education 

presentations and what we did. 

• Remember that to recertify you have to agree with standards. 
o By Dec. 30. 
o 4 options to recertify; regular, inactive, resigning, semi-active 

emeritus. 500 hours needed for emeritus status. No reporting 
requirement for semi active. 

o Each year active members need 20 volunteer hours, and 10 in 
continuing ed. 

o What happens if you haven’t met required hours? The site asks you 
to describe how you’re going to complete all hours in the next year. 

o Also, you must review  and agree to three documents: behavior, 
pesticide mgmt., activities with minor participants. 

o Finger prints for work with minors: once and done.  
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Intern training class: 

• Jan 3 deadline to apply and there are 5 or 6 applications already. No CFI 
people yet. Ed expects that the class will go. 187 on Ed’s contact list. 

• 2025 State conference will be in Wooster. 
 

Laura Caple mentioned that monarch butterflies are being reviewed by Federal 
Government to see if they are endangered. Most endangered species take precedence 
so they may not make the list. 

 
Marsha Burchby mentioned that her friend has a Dahlia farm with 400 plants at the 
Chester Hill produce auction. Wants to sell or have it taken over. Irrigation system, deer 
fence, netting already there. This year the plants will over winter in ground.  Produce 
July – frost. Very high value flower. Asking price $5,000 or best offer. Could be moved. 
If you or someone you know has interest, email Marcia. 

 
Zella Dec. 3 Wistendahl group meeting at the library at 9. Zella will show Greece, Crete 
and Turkey photos after the meeting, roughly 9:30-10:30. 

 
Kathy McCorkle  

** Send photos from MGV activities to Kathy for the celebration. Any photo of 
any meeting or tour, but particularly summer garden tour.  
 

New Business: 
Election of Officers for 2025, 2-year commitment: 

• President - Michael Lincoln 

• Vice President - Beck LaSor-Martin 

• Secretary - Barbara Harrison 

• Treasurer - Debi Daniels (Nan Needs will finish up with the state, then turn 
over to Debi.) 

• Nomination of the slate: Moly Gassaway, Laura Caple second. Elected. 
 

Zella Nisley motioned to adjourn. -  Nan Needs seconded. Adjourned at 7:04. 
 
Next meeting – Monday, January 27 @6:00pm, Extension Office.  
 Celebrating the accomplishments of 2024. 
  

Meeting minutes submitted by Michael Lincoln 


