
OSU Master Gardener Volunteers, Athens County 
Date 10/28/2024 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Details 
Location: Extension Office 
Meeting: 6:12-6:58  
Social Time & Snacks: 6:58 – 7:09 
Continuing Ed:  7:09-8:15. Kelly Capuzzi, Native Bees 
 
Members Present (List may not be complete):  Mary Lou Lanham, Debi 
Daniels, Michael Lincoln, Rebecca LaSor-Martin, Nan Needs, Karen Durniat-
Suehrstedt, Elizabeth Flum, Kathy McCorkle, Joke Harnish, Mary Moffat, 
Dorie Gilbride, Laura Caple, Kathy Berry, Lee Gregg, Ceil Weldon, Molly 
Gassaway, Marcia Burchby, Zella Nisley, Kelly Capuzzi 
 
Business Meeting: 
Karen opened the business meeting at 6:12 
 In the future, Ed will send minutes twice; when he gets them and again a few days 

before the next meeting.  
• August minutes motion to approve  1st: Beck La-Sor. 2nd: Debi Daniels. 
• September minutes motion to approve  1st: Lee Greg. 2nd: Ceil Weldon 

o Both approved. 
o Noted: Debi Daniels and Debbie Balding inconsistently spelled in previous 

minutes. 
 
Treasurers report  

Nan Needs, Treasurer 
• Shed expenses $2,816.16 so far, estimated $2,880.00 total cost. 
• 2,613.29 at Hocking Valley Bank.  
• Anticipated balance of OSU account is $3,701.30, credit card fees may reduce 

that amount a little. 
• Approximately $6,314.60 on hand, minus receipts just received. 

 
State Conference 

• Awards Ceremony Watch Party at Extension Office (& bonus of Zella’s recent trip 
to Greece, Crete and Turkey).  

• The Children’s Garden was the state winner for Community Service 
project master gardener volunteer project in a medium size club size. 

• The award will help with our status for next year. 
• We could generate nominations for other awards, possibly with CFI, Dairy Barn, 

or with invasives or Friend of Master Gardener categories. 
• Get categories out early so we have time to think about what we could do. 
• Nominations are due March 1 or April 1. 
• Karen Durniat-Seurstadt reported on a composting session: 

o Composting 90° to break down, 130° to kill weeds, 140° to kill 
pathogens. 
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S.E. Ohio Tree Care Conference 

• Laura Caple reported on a session about planting trees in Vinton Furnace for a 
decades long trial to determine which tree species will do well here as the 
climate changes. 

• Lee Greg reported on Oak Wilt: Prune only during dormant period. Paint within 5 
minutes after pruning so disease carrying critters don’t smell it. Red oaks 
affected, which is mostly what we have here. Ed said there has been Oak Wilt 
reported in Washington County, but not here yet. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Committee Reports: 

   
Children’s Garden 
 Zella Nisley representing, reading from Terrie’s notes. 

• Donated 1710 lbs. to CFI. 
• Pollinator garden grew really well. Expand section next year. Plants close 

together so weeds don’t grow. Experimenting with new labels.  
• Shed finished.  
• Karen: future plan for leadership – Use Terrie’s playbook of garden activities 

and turn it into a guide.  Place a copy in the new shed for easy reference and 
put a copy online for preservation. When folks arrive to work in the garden, they 
can reference the notebook.  Workdays will continue to be Wednesday 
mornings.  Terrie and Karen will work together for next month and the goal is to 
have a draft of the guide available at the November meeting.  

 
Program Committee: 
 Laura Caple and Lee Gregg reporting. 

• Nov meeting - Molly Gassaway on her work with education at CFI and in 
schools. 

 
Newsletter: 
  Marcia Burchby reporting. 

• Ask for articles 
 
Athens Library Gardens: 
  Beck LaSor-Martin reporting 

• Oct 17 last day 
• 80.5 hours total.  
• One more clean up after leaves fall. 
• Two compost bins. Need to move one to a different spot. 
 

 Farmers Market: 
• Lee and Cinda did the last one. 1st weekend in Oct. 

o Trees and ticks. 
• Farmer’s Market has an annual dinner Nov. 14. Ask Ed for details. 
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Community Education: 
  Karen reporting.  

• Met earlier today. Goal is always to meet prior to the MGV monthly meeting. 
• Going to take on Children’s Education in the garden. 
• Meet next Monday, Nov. 4 at 4pm. All are welcome. 
 

Athens County MGV Logo T-Shirt 
• October voting resulted in a design winner. 
• Next step; explore options. 
• Beck will research and get back to us. 

 
Ed - Statewide activities 

• Members coordinator conference on Nov. 15 
• Dec. 15 – get your hours in. No later than Dec. 31. 
• Remember that to recertify you have to agree with standards. 
• Laura Caple reported Ann Bonner is doing a tree pruning workshop on Nov. 1 

in Perry County. Email Ann Bonner for details. 
 

New Business: 
Nomination of Officers for 2025: 
  Lee Greg reporting 

• President - Michael Lincoln 
• Vice President - Beck LaSor-Martin 
• Secretary - Barbara Harrison 
• Treasurer - Debi Daniels (Nan Needs will finish up with the state, then turn 

over to Debi.) 
• The slate will be voted on at November meeting.  

 
Intern training class: 

• Start to plan every other Friday on Zoom, 1-2pm. Please come if you’re 
interested. 

• Jan 3 deadline to apply and there are some applicants already. 
 

Beck LaSor-Martin motioned to adjourn. -  Zella Nisley seconded. Adjourned at 6:58. 
 
Next meeting – Monday, November 25 @6:00pm, Extension Office.  
  

Meeting minutes submitted by Michael Lincoln 
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