
Athens County Master Gardeners - October 27, 2025 – Meeting Minutes  

Members in Attendance: Kelly Capuzzi, Barb Klaer, Maureen Coon, Michael Lincoln, Joke Harnish, 
Nan Needs, Beck LaSor, Debbie Balding, Barb Harrison, Margaret Hoff, Gay Gibson, Karen Durniat-
Suehrstedt, Amy Peterson, Debi Daniels, Zella Nisley, Lee Gregg Ceil Weldon, Laura Caple  

Items Discussed:  

Michael Lincoln called the meeting to order just after 6pm. Beck Lasor moved a motion to accept 
the minutes from the September meeting, Debbie Balding seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  

Michael invited the group to go round and answer the question, “How I fill my time during the winter 
since we cannot be outside and garden.” Here were some of our creative answers.  

Spending time in my Greenhouse, Visiting Franklin Park Conservatory in Columbus, work on 
composting project, removing invasives such as bamboo and autumn olive, attend Fungi class, 
read gardening books, magazines and sort through seed catalogs, enjoy the fruits of my labor (food 
put up). Go to the gym!  

MGV Hours - Michael reminded all members to submit their Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) 
hours by the end of the calendar year. Accurate reporting of volunteer hours is essential for 
maintaining our program’s standing and ensuring continued support from OSU Extension. Members 
are encouraged to enter their hours online and reach out to the coordinators if they have any 
difficulties or questions about the process. Ed explained that if we accidentally enter a volunteer 
experience twice, we cannot delete it entirely but should edit it and enter 0 hours. Please reach out 
to Ed or any of the experienced MGV’s if you have questions about this process.  

Community Center Brick – Michael and others attended the community center celebration where 
the bricks were part of the unveiling. The MGV brick has a spelling error and Michael informed us 
that this will be redone.  

Intern Class – Ed let us know that the intern class will have a “Mentor” component next year. He 
encouraged us to think about serving as mentors. We have 6-7 applicants interested and two that 
are interested??. The Intern planning committee meets on Fridays at 1:00 PM every other week 
Check with Ed or Karen for specific weeks.  

Constitutional By-laws – Michael updated us on the MGV by-laws and constitution. The changes 
have been made as previously discussed. We need to vote on it at the November meeting. Ballots 
will be emailed at least 10 days before the meeting.  

Officer Elections Michael, Debi, and Barb are willing to serve in their roles again next year. Beck 
LaSor will step back but provides outstanding leadership in several of our garden projects. We 
thank Beck for her past year of service as Vice President. Post meeting Kelly Capuzzi expressed her 
interest in serving as Vice President next year. Other nominees are welcome. Please let the 
Executive Committee (Michael, Beck, Debi, or Barb H.) know of your interest. We will vote on next 
year’s officers at our November 24th meeting. Ballots will be emailed at least 10 days before.  



Athens Shade Tree Commission – Michael discussed the concern about the standing of the Shade 
Tree Commission. The issue is that the proposal has been made by the City Administration that the 
Shade Tree Commission serves in an advisory capacity only. The final decision making would lie 
with the Planning Commission. Athens’ Shade Tree Commission has a strong history of being a 
model for citizen involvement in local government. The Commission has been comprised of many 
Urban Forest scientists, practitioners, and educators alike. The result is that Athens has achieved 
“Tree City USA status” and other accolades for our tree canopy. Citizens are concerned that this 
change may take away the focus on following best practices for a sustainable tree canopy in 
Athens. If you support this, please reach out to city council members. We also encourage folks to 
attend one of the next three readings that the Council will have. The dates are November 3 and 17th 
and December 1st final reading and vote on proposal. Citizens have a chance to speak for three 
minutes at each reading. 

Project Reports:  

Ora Anderson Trail – Rachel Crouch announces that the trail fall clean-up will be Saturday, 
November 8 from 10 AM – 1PM. Contact Rachel if you are able to help that day. The work will involve 
removing invasives and applying herbicide where necessary. Rachel’s email is: 
rachaelcrouch@gmail.com  

CFI – Molly Gassaway has let us know that they have lost funding due to the federal budget cuts. 
Their need has increased. We discussed giving additional donations to the organization. Rox Male-
Brune moved a motion to donate $500 to CFI. Debbie Balding seconded the motion. All voted in 
favor of the additional donation.  

Treasurers Report: Debi Daniels reported that we have $7,092,76 in our bank account.  

Program Committee: Laura Caple reported on behalf of the group. Lee Gregg has arranged for our 
speaker this evening Dr. Harold Perkins from Ohio University Geography program. In November we 
will hear from Luke Gagliano, who has expertise in raising mushrooms.  

The Children’s Garden – Zella brought a few houseplants to share and reported that the Childrens 
Garden has been prepped for winter with the beds being put to rest. The group will plant garlic. Our 
total donation of produce from the garden to CFI for 2025 was 1,098.8 lbs.  

MGV Newsletter – Ceil encouraged all of us to consider writing an article for the newsletter. Please 
reach out to the committee if you have something to share in the Newsletter.  

Athens Library – Beck reported that the garden was in decent shape and that the leadership will 
change for the next year. Anthony Warner has been working with Beck and plans to lead the 
committee next year.  

Outreach & Education Committee – Karen reported that this group is going strong. They have moved 
to planning for next year’s Athens Farmers Market table. They developed “themes” for the months 
and will ask the larger MGV group to prepare educational display boards. Please let Karen know if 
you can serve the group or want to participate by supporting their plans. Their next meeting will be 
just prior to our  



monthly meeting on November 24th at 4:00 PM at the UU Fellowship of Athens, 184 Longview Hts., 
Athens, OH.  

Michael adjourned the meeting, and we enjoyed the delicious food brought by members. Our 
speaker Harold Perkins gave an impassioned talk about urban tree canopy. Our next meeting is at 
6:00 PM on November 24th at the UU Fellowship of Athens (address above)  

 


