OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Maintaining Proper
Brooder Temperature

Situation

You realize that maintaining a proper, constant brooder
temperature is essential for efficiency and chick health
and survival. Since thermometers may not always register
correctly, you decide to monitor your chicks' behavior,
actions, and sounds to determine their comfort level.

Task

For each of the four scenarios, determine the chicks'
comfort ievel and recommend any necessary corrections
for the brooding environment. Do this by closely monitoring
the chicks' behavior, actions, and sounds.
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ANSWER KEY
SCENARIO 1
Cause; The chicks chirp and pile up under the bulb
brooders because the brooding area is too cold.
Correction: Raise the brooder temperature.
SCENARIO 2
Cause: The chicks are drowsy and move away from
the bulb brooder because the brooding area
is too hot.
Correction: Lower the brooder temperature.
SCENARIO 3
Cause: The chicks chirp and huddie together in one
area because the brooding area is too drafty.
Correction: Prevent drafts in the brooder house.
SCENARIO 4
Cause: The chicks are dispersed evenly over the entire
brooding area because the temperature is just
right.
Correction: None
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