ATHENS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE
May 2019

Events






May 18—Annual Plant Sale,
Community Center Solar Panel
Parking area
May 20 — MG Meeting, Home
Garden Tour, Roxanne Male’Brune
June 17-21—International
Master Gardener Conference,
Valley Forge, PA

BUGS AND BLOOMS

Hard at work at the Children’s Garden

What is your GDD?

What to do

and

When…

 Plant peas when forsythia/daffodils
bloom and chickadees build nests.
 Plant potatoes when first dandelion
blooms.
 Plant beets, carrots, cole crops,
lettuce and spinach when lilac is in
first leaf and dandelions are blooming.
 Plant beans, cukes, squash when
lilac is in full bloom.
 Plant tomatoes when lily-of-thevalley are in full bloom.
 Transplant eggplant, melons and
peppers when irises bloom.
 Plant corn when apple blossoms
start to fall and oak leaves are size
of squirrels’ ears.

Has anyone every asked you, "what's your GDD?" While many of you may have
responded "yes," or may have even thought, "I ask others all the time"; I know
there are some that probably yelled out their current GDD when simply reading
the title of this alert. If you are still wondering what the heck is GDD - keep on
reading.
GDD stands for growing degree days. GDD are a measurement of the growth
and development of plants and insects during the growing season (January December). This development does not occur unless the temperature is above a
minimum threshold value which is identified as a base temperature.
The actual temperature experienced by an organism is influenced by several
factors and can affect growth and development. For example, if you have two
identical plants (same species) that are growing in two different micro-climates
on the same property, they may leaf out or flower at different times as a result
of those varying conditions. Nutrient levels in the soil and fertility can also directly affect the growth rate. The presence of weeds and precipitation may
indirectly influence development. Due to these factors and some other scientific considerations, a base temperature of 50 degrees Fahrenheit is considered
acceptable for all plants and insects and is what is used in Ohio.
So there was a little background, but you still might ask, "why?" Think of it as a
calendar that fluctuates yearly based on factors like the weather. It is different
than the calendar we observe dates like our birthdays, which happens the same
day every year. With the phenology calendar, the activity is not tied to a date,
but rather a sequence that remains in the same order. To read the complete
article go to https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1235 and the calendar can be found at
https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/gdd/default.asp
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MAY GARDEN
May
 Beans (pole, bush, wax)
 Beets
 Cabbage
 Carrots
 Cauliflower
 Swiss Chard
 Leeks
 Lettuce
 Onion (sets)
 Radish
 Sweet Corn
 Turnips
After May 15
 Cucumbers
 Eggplant
 Muskmelons
 Peppers
 Pumpkins
 Squash
 Sweet Potatoes
 Tomatoes
 Watermelon

Plant of the Month
Lilac, syringa vulgaris, a native of
the Balkans, has very fragrant
blooms in April and May. It prefers
full sun, average soil, medium moisture and good drainage. Good air
circulation is important to avoid
powdery mildew, a common problem in late summer. Prune immediately after flowering. Up to 1/3 of
old stems can be thinned to keep
shrub from becoming leggy.
Submit a plant for the June Plant of
the Month to brown.6000@osu.edu
“Common Lilac” Syringa vulgaris

New Master Gardener Interns
We have a new group
of Master Gardener
Volunteer Interns.
This year’s class included: Ann Bonner,
Mona Cook-Haught,
Sierra Faris, Tom
Forhan, Molly Gassaway, Lynn Lovdal,
Caleigh McCray, Nancy Needs, Abby
Rodjom, Chelsea
Schott, and Bailey Stein. The classes finished last Wednesday and now our 2019
interns are collecting volunteer hours. Looking forward to great things ahead.

Digging Deeper
Our March speaker was Greg Arbaugh. Greg works at C&E hardware and gave
a demonstration on tool sharpening. He explained the different types of files
and the purpose of each one. He then demonstrated how to sharpen different tools – our master gardeners provided a wide variety shovels, spades,
weeders and scissors.

Our April meeting was held at the Children’s Garden in preparation for spring.
We began our social time with weeding, watering, potting and labeling (for the
plant sale). We then sat under the new sail, which covers the table, and Betsy
Briju conducted the business meeting.

See Next Page for Plant Sale Info

Before the Plant Sale


Remember to dig and pot up any donated plants at least 2 weeks
prior to the sale date on May 18. Plants should be potted in
cleaned pots (1 part bleach and 9 parts water, let solution dry on
the pot instead of rinsing). It’s best to label plants using pencil
instead of ink. Make sure you include the Genus, the Common
Name, whether it is sun, shade or a mixture, and the color of the
bloom.



Plants need to be brought to the Children’s Garden the week of
the sale. Pricing and sorting will occur Friday from 4:00 to 7:00
p.m. House Plants should be brought to the Community Center
before 7:30 a.m. Saturday morning for the sale.



Identifying pictures are located in the Extension Office. Please
contact Lina Howison (chief wrangler) if you need further clarification or wish to volunteer. (linalibre@gmail.com)

