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IN THIS ISSUE: New News

Drought.....coooeeovvon.....Page 2 It’s been awhile since I have put out a full newsletter for
TR el BT T both online and print readers. Now that things have finally

: settled down, I hope to publish a newsletter on a more reg-
Home Garden Trials ...Page 4 . . . .
ular basis. I hope to cover all that is going on in Athens

rarm Science G County. The big story right now is the ongoing drought. See
Sycamore Syrup information starting on page 2. There is also livestock, gar-
Night Flyers dening, and forestry info.

All About Goats

Floriculture & Nursery..Page 8
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Drought

Drought Infor-
mation—-aaron Wilson

By now, you are likely in or
aware of the extreme drought
conditions in southeast Ohio.
For those not aware, we have
a drought page with resources
(growing by the day) here:

The forecast is not fa-
vorable for conditions to ease
anytime soon. In fact, there is
increasing risk that drought
will rapidly expand across the
state, especially in western
and central Ohio and worsen
across the already-hard-hit
areas, with hot temperatures
and very little precipitation
expected.

As the state's drought
coordinator to the US Drought
Monitor, pictures and obser-
vations from the state are al-
ways helpful for making our
state's recommendations to
the national author as we look
at the convergence of evi-
dence from multiple angles.
If you would like to share, and
or utilize and effective exist-
ing tool, you can use the Con-
dition Monitoring Observer
Reports:
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Supporting Farmers through Dry Conditions

With an estimated 2,709,128 Ohioans are currently living in
some sort of dry or drought conditions times are not easy. Un-
fortunately, with no relief in sight, we could be sitting in this po-
sition for quite some time. The map below is an indication of
where each county in Ohio stands in its current dry/drought

condition.

Our team at OSU Extension and other professionals around the
state of Ohio are working around the clock to monitor the situa-
tion and provide resources for on the ground support and daily
observing of weather outlook. Click here for more information

for information and resources.

We often forget to check in on our mental health doing this time
of high stress and anxiety. While many people can cope with the
everyday stress of farming, it is important to know it is okay to
not be okay. Especially with types of weather extremes it can be
difficult for any farmer.

There may be no way to control this drought, but we can control
how we manage our stress. Here are a few simple ways:

CONT. ON PAGE 3 >>

Map released: Thurs. August 22,
2024

Data valid: August 20, 2024 at 8
a.m. EDT

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)
I D2 (Severe Drought)
Il D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)
B No Data
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https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/ohio-state-drought-rapid-response-team-provides-resources-for-farmers-amid-worsening
https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/ohio-state-drought-rapid-response-team-provides-resources-for-farmers-amid-worsening
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx__;!!KGKeukY!355Cn7EL9u9nwL2CAxm-M0m9z8h7lYSrqUDkbNfEGLynpKAdcyaNMclXA8Au5lm_Y2zzPtyKGp2cpPJ128AQDGQ6Yoo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx__;!!KGKeukY!355Cn7EL9u9nwL2CAxm-M0m9z8h7lYSrqUDkbNfEGLynpKAdcyaNMclXA8Au5lm_Y2zzPtyKGp2cpPJ128AQDGQ6Yoo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx__;!!KGKeukY!355Cn7EL9u9nwL2CAxm-M0m9z8h7lYSrqUDkbNfEGLynpKAdcyaNMclXA8Au5lm_Y2zzPtyKGp2cpPJ128AQDGQ6Yoo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx__;!!KGKeukY!355Cn7EL9u9nwL2CAxm-M0m9z8h7lYSrqUDkbNfEGLynpKAdcyaNMclXA8Au5lm_Y2zzPtyKGp2cpPJ128AQDGQ6Yoo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx__;!!KGKeukY!355Cn7EL9u9nwL2CAxm-M0m9z8h7lYSrqUDkbNfEGLynpKAdcyaNMclXA8Au5lm_Y2zzPtyKGp2cpPJ128AQDGQ6Yoo$
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response

>> CONT. FROM PAGE 2

* Recognize the signs of stress. It manifests differently in every-
one.

+ Acknowledge and share with someone that you are feeling
stressed.

« Ensure that you are getting enough sleep, eating properly, and
maintaining good physical health.

* When you have the time connect with loved ones and friends.
Spending quality time with others boosts our mental health.

What are some of the signs of stress:

* Poor sleeping and/or eating habits

* Feeling overwhelmed by life

¢ QOverly anxious or stressed

* Increased use of drugs and/or alcohol
® Increase in risky behavior

¢ Overly fatigued and/or forgetful

* Thoughts of hopelessness

If you have been feeling any of these for more than a few weeks,
please reach out to someone. We have your back, and you are not
alone in these thoughts. Please talk with someone.

Resources that are available to you:
go.osu.edu/farmstress

go.osu/educountyresourceguide

988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline Call, Text, or Chat 24/7 365
Ohio Care Line 1-800-720-9616

Please reach out if you have any questions or need more infor-
mation to Bridget Britton at 330-365-8160.

Bridget Britton, MSW, LSW Behavioral Health Field Specialist
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Calendar of Events

September 13—American
Sycamore Sap and Syrup
Webinar

September 13—Night
Flyers—A Day in the
Woods

September 17—18—Farm
Science Review

September 23—
December 16—All About
Goats Webinars

October 17—Ohio Flori-
culture and Nursery Con-
ference

November 1—Last Day to
Report for Home Garden
Trials
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J. McDaniel

2023 Home Garden

Vegetable Trials

2023 Trial Results Released

The results of the 2023 Home Garden Trials have just been re-
leased, marking the fifth year of this insightful project. With 96

dedicated gardeners participating across 35 counties, the trials
continue to provide valuable data on home gardening practices

and outcomes.

Gardening Techniques and Preferences

A significant trend observed this year was the prefer-
ence for raised beds and container gardening, with about 66%
of participants opting for these methods. This aligns with the
growing popularity of these setups due to their accessibility
and efficiency, especially in smaller spaces or urban environ-
ments.

When it comes to nourishing their plants, most gardeners ei-
ther chose not to use any fertilizer or relied solely on compost
to enrich their soil. This natural approach reflects a broader
movement towards sustainable and organic gardening practic-
es.

Success Rates and Common Challenges

Growing Athens County

Despite the varying levels of experience and different garden-
ing methods, 65% of participants reported a successful har-
vest. This success rate is encouraging and demonstrates the
resilience and adaptability of home gardeners, regardless of
their chosen techniques.

See the full report at: https://bpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/
u.osu.edu/dist/0/13549/files/2024/08/2023-Final-Report.pdf
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https://bpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/u.osu.edu/dist/0/13549/files/2024/08/2023-Final-Report.pdf
https://bpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/u.osu.edu/dist/0/13549/files/2024/08/2023-Final-Report.pdf

FARM

— 2024

Buy Tickets Now

SCIENCE
REVIEW

Farm Science Review

2024 Features at a Glance

e Thisis the 62nd Farm Sci-
ence Review, the 42nd at the
Molly Caren Agricultural
Center.

¢ Hundreds of demonstration
plots and several million dol-
lars worth of machinery.

e 18 years of inductions into
the Farm Science Review
Hall of Fame.

e Ohio Farmer Conservation
Awards; Thursday at 11:30.

e OSU Central, featuring
demonstrations and displays
from OSU colleges and de-
partments.

e Lots of farm safety, home
safety and health infor-
mation.

e Comprehensive field demon-
strations each day of the
show.

Growing Athens County

Expanded programs on conser-
vation practices in the Gwynne
Conservation Area.

We expect to completely fill the
commercial exhibit area this
year, with over 600 exhibitors
from all over North America in
the Central Exhibit Area.

Admission

Single day tickets are $10.00 in
advance from participating
Ohio agribusinesses and county
offices of Ohio State University
Extension.

Single day tickets at the gate are
$15.00 at the gate.

Children 5 and under are admit-
ted free.

Farm Science
Review tickets
are available at

the Athens
County Office

Purchasing
Tickets

Tickets can be purchased
through Sept. 16 at the
Extension office for $10 or $15
at the gate. The tickets are
good for any day of the show.
Tickets can also be purchased
online at https://fsr.osu.edu/
home The ticket will be on
your phone
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https://fsr.osu.edu/home
https://fsr.osu.edu/home

Forestry and Woodland News

American Sycamore Sap and Syrup:
What We Know and What We Don't Promoting

stewardship

We all know about maple syrup and we have talked about walnut syr-

up but what about sycamore syrup? This webinar will feature Luke across the

Taylor-Ide and Sarah Collins-Simmons from Future Generations Uni- woodlands of
versity discussing ongoing research efforts at Future Generations to Ohio through

understand the science and behaviors of tapping the American syca- classes,

more tree. professional
Webinar— Sep 13, 2024, 10:00am - 12:00pm workshops and

Deadline: Friday, September 13, 2024 publications

Link: http://go.osu.edu/sycamore to register

Cost: Free

Contact: Woodland Stewards, 614-688-3421 ohiowoods@osu.edu

o e Search for moths and caterpillars and other
N Ig ht Flyers nocturnal insects

e And if the weather cooperates - view the

Offered by A DAY in the WOODS to woodland magnificent night sky with minimal light
owners and enthusiasts in SE Ohio at Vinton pollution

Furnace State Forest on Friday, September 13th Wildlife biologists and other natural resources
b
personnel from the Ohio Department of Natural

Resources and the Ohio State University, School of
Environment and Natural Resources will be on

The forest is a wonderful and mysterious place
hand to lead the program.

especially at night. Join us on September 13% for
“Night Flyers”. This special evening program by A ) )
DAY in the WOODS will take place at the Vinton This program will take place on September 13th at

Furnace State Forest. Program attendees will have the Vinton Furnace State from 5:00 to 9:30 PM. A
the opportunity to: registration fee of $15 will cover the cost of a light

evening meal and program materials.

e Explore the unique ecology of Ohio’s night
flyers—birds, bats, moths, and more

e Understand habitat needs and strategies to
promote nocturnal wildlife on your property

Please use one of the following methods to register
by September 6th: Register and pay online at
http://go.osu.edu/aditw; call OSU Extension
Jackson County 740-286-5044 or email Annie Miller

e Enjoy a night hike to look and listen for at miller.11368@osu.edu.
nocturnal wildlife

¢ Discover some common and not so common If you've got one handy, please bring a headlight or
night sounds in the forest flashlight.
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http://go.osu.edu/sycamore
http://go.osu.edu/aditw
mailto:miller.11368@osu.edu

All About Goats Webinars

/

[T ATY).

Fencing and Pastures
Sept. 23

During this session, experts will
review various types of fencing
and forage management
systems that are suitable for
browsing within goat operations.

Dairy Products
Oct. 7

This session will describe the
various types of dairy goat
byproducts and explain how
to manage your herd in
relation to each product.

Custom Browsing
and Grazing
Oct. 21

Throughout this presentation,
experts will discuss alternative
browsing and grazing
opportunities utilizing small
ruminants as a business model for
vegetation management and
control.

JOIN EXTENSION AND INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS FOR THE FALL 2024 SERIES

Kidding
Nov. 4

Join us as our speakers discuss
helpful tips and tricks to ensure a
successful kidding season
through providing a better
understanding of dystocia
challenges and pre and post
kidding needs.

Herd Estrus Synchronization
and Artificial Insemination
Nov. 18

This session will discuss estrus
synchronization protocols and the
use of artificial insemination for
small and large goat operators.

Legality of Selling Goat
By-Products
Dec. 2

Experts will clarify the legality
behind selling goat by-products
and take a deeper dive into each
of those products.

Introducing Dairy
into a Meat Herd
Dec. 16

For the last session of our series,
our hosts will discuss the pros and
cons of introducing dairy genetics
into your meat goat herd.

Webinars are hosted
via Zoom (7-8 p.m.)

Register at:

go.osu.edu/allaboutgoatsfall

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION

Ohio State University Extension is part of the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Athens County Extension
280 W. Union St.
Athens, OH 45701
Phone: 740-593-8555

Fax: 740-592-1113
Brown.6000@osu.edu

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Ohio Floriculture and
Nursery Conference

A full day conference scheduled on October
17, 2024, will provide you with the most up-to
-date information of the key sciences and
technologies contributing to to floriculture
and nursery crop production. This event, or-
ganized by W. Garrett Owen, Sustainable
Greenhouse and Nursery Production System
Specialist, will bring internationally and na-
tionally renowned speakers of key areas of
plant nutrition and growth regulation, bi-
ostimulants, water quality, root-zone sub-
strate sciences, disease control and sampling
to advance the sustainability of greenhouse
and nursery crop production.

Growing Athens County

This event will be offered in-person ($60)
and virtually ($40).

Registration Deadline : October 17
Event Location: Controlled Environment

Agriculture Research Complex, 2515 Car-
mack Rd, Columbus, OH 43210

Contact:

Owen.367@osu.edu
W. Garrett Owen
614-247-9656

Ohio Floriculture and Nursery Conference
Program Schedule 2024.pdf
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https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/ohio-floriculture-and-nursery-conference
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/ohio-floriculture-and-nursery-conference---virtual
https://ohiofloriculture.osu.edu/sites/ohioflori/files/Ohio%20Floriculture%20and%20Nursery%20Conference%20Program%20Schedule%202024.pdf
https://ohiofloriculture.osu.edu/sites/ohioflori/files/Ohio%20Floriculture%20and%20Nursery%20Conference%20Program%20Schedule%202024.pdf

