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Summer is going strong 
After coming through a wet spring and early summer, things have set-

tled in. The late planted corn and soybeans are growing well. The first 

cutting of hay is in and some folks are working on their second cutting. 

It hasn’t been a good year for strawberries and earlier crops, but vege-

tables are starting to have a good harvest. It has definitely been stress-

ful for some farmers and you will read in this newsletter that we have 

put together some resources for those going  through this stress. There 

is actually more information than I could stuff between these pages. 

That being said, if you don’t find the information that you need for your 

situation, let me know and I will get it to you. The last thing that I want 

to hear is that you gave up because you didn’t have the help to make it 

through. Let me know. I am from the government and I am here to help. 
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Animal Show Schedule 

 Sat., Aug 3—Animal Check-in 

  7 AM—Swine 

  9 AM—Rabbits 

  9 AM— Poultry  

  10 AM—Turkey 

  6 PM—Market Dairy, 

Sheep, Goats, Market Beef, 

Beef Feeders, Dairy Cattle,  Eq-

uine 

 Mon., Aug 5 

  8 AM—Jr. Swine Show 

  9 AM—Horse—English 

 Tue., Aug. 6 

  9 AM—Rabbits 

  9 AM—Market Dairy, Junior 

Beef, Open Beef 

  7 PM—Steer Show 

 Wed., Aug. 7 

   8 AM—Turkey, Market 

chicken, Breeding chicken 

  9 AM—Dairy Goat, Meat 

Goat 

  9 AM—Horse—Western 

 Thur., Aug. 8 

  9 AM—Dairy Show 

 Fri., Aug. 9 

  9 AM—Ultimate Showman-

ship 

  3 PM—Jr. Livestock Sale 

Full schedule is at: https://

athensco-

fair.org/2019AthensFairSchedule.pd

f 

It’s Fair Time 
Augmented Reality at the Fair 

 

Bring your smart phone or tablet to the fair this year and enter the Athens 

County Extension augmented reality challenge to win some prizes. “What is 

augmented reality?” It is when objects or images appear on your smart device 

as you scan with your camera. In the images below, you can see our front 

entrance, but when you look using your phone, a chicken appears.  There will 

be 11 images scattered around the fairgrounds with facts about agriculture. If 

you are able to find all 11, you can enter to win some prizes. Come by the 

Natural Resources tent and learn how to download the app and get started 

with your quest. For those wanting to download the app ahead of time, it is  

HP REVEAL  from the  

 

 

  You will need cellular service and data to access the images. 

https://athenscofair.org/2019AthensFairSchedule.pdf
https://athenscofair.org/2019AthensFairSchedule.pdf
https://athenscofair.org/2019AthensFairSchedule.pdf
https://athenscofair.org/2019AthensFairSchedule.pdf
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Forage and Pasture Primetime 

If you were thinking about planting forages and pasture 

this year, August is the time to do it. August provides the 

most options as we plan for the coming fall and winter. 

The plants will have time to get established before winter 

sets in and will be ready to go as soon as temperatures 

warm up in the spring. Although we had a wet spring and 

early summer, the weather has turned nice for the late 

summer planting window,  

The key to establishing a good stand is to have a good 

seedbed prepared prior to planting. You have two planting 

options. The first is to plow the field and go over it with a 

cultipacker in order to make a good, firm seedbed and 

then broadcast the seed. The seed must have good soil 

contact and be planted at the right depth. The number one 

reason for stand failure is planting the seed too deep. 

The second option is to mow the field down tight and then 

drill the seeds in. This opens up the canopy so that the 

new seedlings get enough sunlight once they emerge. 

This is usually th e second biggest reasons that stands 

fail.  

“Good hay, sweet hay hath no 

fellow” 

- William Shakespeare 

If you plan on planting in August, starting looking into 

seed availability. You may have to order what you need. 

It is also a good time to do a soil test so that you can be 

ready to lime and fertilize as needed. Additional re-

sources are available at the Extension Office. 
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Foodpreneur School 

The CFAES Center for Cooperatives, 
OSU Extension Direct Food & Agricul-
tural Marketing Team, and Ohio Farm 
Bureau are teaming up to host an inter-
active experience for food entrepre-
neurs who are poised to grow their 
businesses. Foodpreneurs will engage 
with experts in branding, sales, market-
ing, and more to learn strategies to 
meet their growth goals. 

Date: Two-part Workshop on Septem-

ber 23rd and 30th, 2019 

Time: 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Location: Keller Market House, 134 S. 
Columbus Street, Lancaster, Ohio 
43130 

Participation is limited to 30 foodpre-
neurs. Interested foodpreneurs must 
apply by 5 p.m. on August 15, 2019. 
Foodpreneurs will be notified of their 

selection and scholarship availability by 
August 22, 2019. 

Apply to participate in Foodpreneur 
School! 

The cost to participate in Foodpreneur 
School is $125 per person due by Sep-
tember 9, 2019. Ohio Farm Bureau 
member price is $75. A limited number 
of scholarships are also available. 

Questions about Foodpreneur School? 

Reach out to the CFAES Center for 

Cooperatives at osucoopera-

tives@osu.edu or 740-289-2071 ext. 

111. 

An exciting 

opportunity 

awaits forward-

thinking food 

entrepreneurs 

looking to grow 

their 

businesses.  

Farming Crisis Updates 

The historic rainfall during this growing season has 

challenged Ohio growers and producers.  Find science-

based solutions to the issues from the CFAES 

community of experts.  

The College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 

Sciences is concerned with the severe impact that the 

extreme weather, coupled with recent public policy 

issues, is having on growers and producers.  

 

In response, CFAES has assembled resources and 

information that can assist from a broad perspective on 

the issues facing those in farming and related industries 

as well as the rural community overall. 

 

Please engage and communicate with us. Know that we 

are all in this together, and everyone in the CFAES 

community may have insights to share. Thank you.  

Visit go.osu.edu/AgCrisis.  

Resources available on the site include:  

 2019 Ag. Crisis updates 

 Farm Stress 

 Crop Farmers 

 Dairy Producers 

 Livestock producers 

 Fruit Producers 

 Vegetable Producers 

 Wine Grape Growers 

 

 

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3gzwxXSTqSNOEyV
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3gzwxXSTqSNOEyV
mailto:osucooperatives@osu.edu
mailto:osucooperatives@osu.edu
https://connect1.osu.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgo.osu.edu%2fAgCrisis&srcid=346520&srctid=1&erid=2db961fd-88df-469e-bd7a-4be4c22c468e&trid=2db961fd-88df-469e-bd7a-4be4c22c468e
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A Day in the Woods 

 

The August 9 A DAY in the WOODS program “Hocking Hills Hemlock Forests 

and Night Sounds” will begin at 2 pm at Camp Oty’Okwa.  The hemlock portion 

of the program will run from 2 pm to 5:30, followed by a meal at 5:30.  The night 

sounds program featuring Kevin Dodge from Garrett Community College will 

begin after the meal and will run until approximately 9:30 PM. .  The registration 

deadline is August 5
th
.  Click on the following link to learn more about this pro-

gram: 

http://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2019/07/01/hemlock-forests-and-night-sounds-
program-offered-at-camp-otyokwa-near-the-hocking-hills-on-friday-august-9th/ 

 

Family Day in the Woods 

The public is invited to attend Family Day in the Woods, a free and family 

friendly event at Vinton Furnace State Forest on Saturday, September 14th, 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be activities tailored for kids (grades K-12) as 

well as adults to foster good environmental stewardship in the future. We will 

also specifically have some programming targeting high school youth (including 

FFA and 4-H) that focuses on career exploration in natural resources. 

Please RSVP by September 10th to help us prepare, though day of drop-ins 

are also welcome. RSVP to Ohio State University Extension Vinton County by 

calling (740) 596-5212, or to Dave Apsley via email at apsley.1@osu.edu. 

Calendar of Events 
 

 July 30—Dairy Margin Cov-

erage meeting, ASWCD 

Office, The Plains 

 Aug. 2—Aug. 10—Athens 

County Fair 

 Aug. 5—Annual Ag & Live-

stock Field Day, Malta 

 Aug. 8—Starting a Workers 

Cooperative, Eclipse Com-

pany Store 

 Aug. 9—A Day in the 

Woods, Camp Oty’Okwa, 

Hocking Hills 

 Sept. 14—A Family Day in 

the Woods, Vinton Furnace 

State Forest 

 Sept. 17—Sept. 19—Farm 

Science Review 

 Sept. 23 and Sept. 30—

Foodprenuer  Workshop, 

Lancaster  

http://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2019/07/01/hemlock-forests-and-night-sounds-program-offered-at-camp-otyokwa-near-the-hocking-hills-on-friday-august-9th/
http://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2019/07/01/hemlock-forests-and-night-sounds-program-offered-at-camp-otyokwa-near-the-hocking-hills-on-friday-august-9th/
mailto:apsley.1@osu.edu
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

Athens County Extension 
280 W. Union St. 
Athens, OH  45701 
Phone: 740-593-8555 

Fax: 740-592-1113 
Brown.6000@osu.edu 

The Last Word 

 

The fair starts next week and that is always a signal 

that fall is on the way. The kids have been working all 

spring and summer to get ready for the big show. 

Farmers have been working hard to make sure that 

there will be a crop by the end of the season and that 

there will be enough hay to make it through the winter. 

I can already see a light at the end of tunnel as we 

seem to be having more normal conditions for this time 

of year. August can be a good reset for some as a 

planting window opens up for both vegetables and for-

age crops. I am going to take my own advice and get 

all of the things done that I had to skip because of the 

rain. With the cool front that came through over the last 

few days, it has given me the encouragement to get up 

and get moving. And if any of you run out of things to 

do, you are more than welcome to come over and help 

me finish up my fencing project. Have a productive 

August. Fall will soon be here.  

Market Chickens are doing their job by eating as 

much as they can before the fair.  


