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Wet Weather Challenges 
Rain has been a real challenge this season for all areas of agriculture. 

The crop guys had a hard time getting things planted. The hay guys 

can’t get a break to cut and bale and the forestry guys are dealing with 

downed trees and muddy conditions keeping them out of the woods. 

Even though I came from rice country, I don’t think that we could have 

even gotten that planted. This is a continuation of last year’s weather 

with no foreseeable change in the near future. With that being said, 

now would be a good time to sit back and read the latest edition of the 

Growing Athens County newsletter. I have included additional statistics 

from the Census of Agriculture that you may find interesting. There is 

also weather related articles that hopefully get you through this wet 

season.    

Athens County has faired better than most. Corn is up 

and growing, but is well behind average 
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A Day in The Woods 

 

 Jul 12    Woodland Steward-

ship - Vinton Furnace SF Reg-

ister by Jul. 8 

 Aug 9   Hemlocks & Night 

Sounds –Camp Oty Okwa 

Register by Aug. 5 

 Sep 13 Timber Harvesting -

Zaleski SF Register by Sep 9  

 Sep 14 Family Saturday (Free) 

-  Vinton Furnace SF (RSVP 

by Sep. 9) 

 Oct 11 Woodland Research -

Vinton Furnace SF Register 

by Oct. 7  

 Nov 8  Winter Tree ID - Zaleski 

Furnace SF Register by Nov. 4 

 

Registration - 

OSU Extension Vinton Co. 
740 - 596-5212 -   
apsley.1@osu.edu 

 

 

 

Forest and Farm 
Buckeye Yard and Garden Alerts 

 

If you are not signed up to receive Buckeye Yard and Garden Alerts (BYGL 

Alerts), then you are missing out on some useful information. In the last week, 

there has been alerts on: 

 Magnolia Scale Puffing-Up and Dripping Honeydew  

 Fletcher Scale on Baldcypress  

 Yucca Plant Bug  

 Erineum Patches on American Beech Leaves  

 Sycamore Anthracnose: Seasons Don't Fear The Reaper 

 Downy Leafspot on Hickory and Walnut  

 Oddball Leaf Structures: the Hydrangea Leaftier  

 Oddball Fern-Balls  

Here’s how you can subscribe: 

Send an e-mail message to:   bygl-alert@lists.osu.edu 

 Type in the “Subject Line:”  Subscribe to BYGL ALERTS  

 Type in the “Message Text:”  I want BYGL Alerts to be sent to [your 
preferred e-mail address] 

Athens County Farms receiving government payments have gone down while the pay-

ment amounts have gone up 

mailto:bygl-alert@lists.osu.edu
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There is Still Time for Summer Annuals 

As we move into summer time our cool 

season forages will start to slow down 

You may have already planted some 

summer annuals or maybe field condi-

tions weren’t right to get out there and 

plant. There are still some forages that 

you can plant in June and early July. 

Traditionally we have planted Sudan-

grass. It has its good and bad points. 

One of those being that it can get 

coarse and unpalatable to livestock. 

This coincides with a decrease in nutri-

tional value. You now have choices  

with both sudangrass and sorghum/

sudan grasses that have been bred for 

better forage production and quality. 

The brown mid-rib (BMR) varieties are 

your best option. They provide a high 

protein forage with lower lignin levels 

at maturity. They can be cut as a silage 

crop comparable to corn, can be made 

into hay (although it may be hard to dry 

down in wet conditions) or grazed as 

part of your rotational grazing system. 

The key to having a successful plant-

ing is to have a properly prepared seed 

bed. This means either tilling the 

ground and then rolling it with a culti-

packer or mowing the field to a very 

short height and then drilling the seed. 

Depending on your seeding method, 

you will need to plant around 30 lbs./

acre in order to get a good stand. Allow 

the forage to grow to at least 18” and 

preferably 36”  in height before turning 

animals in to graze. They should then 

be pulled off when the grass has been 

grazed down to 18”. 

The only concern is when the plants 

are stressed by either drought or frost. 

They can build up  with prussic acid, 

which is harmful to animals. The good 

news is that the acid decreases when 

the plants wilt and are dried down at 

the end of the season or when being 

put up for hay 

  

There is always 

room for one 

more forage in 

the pasture 
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Farm-Related Income Shoots up in Latest Census  

Farm-related 

income rose by over  

$1 million dollars in 

the last 5 years 

The dramatic increase in farm-related income for Athens 

County over the past few years leads to the question 

“What is farm-related income?” With a million dollar 

increase over the last five years, what is driving this 

boom on the farm? It starts with renting out land to other 

farmers. This contributed a $55,000 boost. Pulpwood, 

firewood, standing timber and other things grown in the 

forest showed some of  the largest gains with over a 

$522,000 increase. Even agri-tourism saw a $34,000 

gain.  

Farms not only earn income from the hard work of 

growing and harvesting, they also earn income from 

behind the desk as a business manager. Members of 

cooperatives added an additional $11,000 to the 

increase through patronage dividends and refunds. This 

was combined with a $26,000 increase from crop and 

livestock insurance claims. 

Two items saw a decrease in income. The first was 

those doing custom work  such as baling hay, harvesting 

crops or hauling manure for other farmers. This saw a 

$25,000 decrease. The other was payments from state 

and local agriculture programs with a combined $1,000 

decrease . This represents a very small amount in the 

total farm income for the county. 

The final increase came form other farm-related income 
sources with a  $371,000 bump. These “other sources” 
are not defined on the table and took a little digging  to 
discover what may be included. The official definition is: 
This is other income which is closely related to the 
agricultural operation. This income includes animal 
boarding, breeding fees (horse breeding or stud fees 
received were reported in the Value of Sales section in 
the Other animals and other animal products category), 
tobacco quota buyouts, State fuel tax refunds, farm 
generated energy, etc. This is somewhat vague and 
probably does not represent what is going on in Athens 
County. Further investigation may be needed to find out 
what is going on in our area. 
 

Farm-related income in Athens County has hovered around $600,000 for the last 20 years. 

This shot up to $1.6 million in the 2017 census  
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2019 Feed Prices 

 - Brenda Boetel, Professor and Extension Economist  

The USDA Crop Progress report released June 3, 2019 

showed that as of the week ending June 2, 2019 only 67% 

of corn has been planted, compared to 96% in 2018. The 

July, September and December 2019 CME corn futures 

market contracts have increased an average of $0.59 since 

May 1. The average May change over the last 5 years has 

been a decrease of $0.11. Given the significant decrease 

in plantings and the percentage of corn that has been 

planted late, corn price may continue to increase. While the 

trade concerns with Mexico are the bearish indicators the 

decrease in acres will likely have a greater impact.  

In addition to a lower supply of corn, we will see continued 

decreases in high quality hay. 2018 saw heavy rains and 

unpredictable weather. The decrease in production contrib-

uted to the decrease in US hay stocks of close to 6% from 

2017 to 2018. Given the late wet spring, first cutting hay is 

smaller as forages were slow to start growing and were 

mature at lower height.  

Feeding cost of gain is sensitive to corn and hay prices, as 

well as feed conversions. Using regression results ob-

tained by Michael Langemeier from Purdue University that 

found each $0.10 per bushel increase in corn prices in-

creases feeding cost of gain by $0.87 per cwt. and each $5 

per ton increase in alfalfa prices increases feeding cost of 

gain by $0.55 per cwt, one can estimate that even if hay 

price and all other costs remain constant cost of gain will 

increase by $5/cwt given the May increase in price of corn. 

This calculation assumes price remains at this level and 

feeders haven’t conducted any hedging activities, but it 

highlights the increased costs of feeding producers should 

expect.  

Only 68% of the corn acres have been planted so far coun-

trywide/ This is compared to 100% this time last year 

Athens County 2017 livestock inventory  
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Keeping Tomatoes Healthy in Wet 

Weather 

We are in the middle of a period of wet weather that is predicted to deliver 
multiple inches of rain to central Ohio and even more to other soaked parts of our 
state.  Tomatoes are a crop that can suffer several problems related to heavy 
rainfall that can shorten the harvest period and affect yield.  There are a few 
things that the backyard grower, community gardener and urban farmer can do to 
keep their tomato plants healthy and productive though heavy rain periods. 

Key Garden Tasks to Keep Tomatoes Healthy in Wet Weather 

 Mulch – organic or non-organic can both be used.  Be careful if your 

plasticulture is not permeable to air and water,  the heavy constant rainfall 
may saturate the soil and drown the roots if the soil cannot dry out. Mulch 
also acts as a barrier to keep soil borne fungal spores off lower tomato 
leaves. 

 Fertility – contstant rainfall can leach fertility from soil making it unavailable 

to the plants. Make sure to monitor plant growth and health carefully to avoid 
a nutrient deficiency.  Foliar feeding can be used when the ground is too 
saturated to irrigate with water soluble fertilizer. 

 Pruning – promote air circulation by pruning lower leaves.  Try to minimize 

lower leaf contact with soil.  Use sterilized pruners to remove any diseased 

leaves and make sure to put diseased leaves in the garbage and not the 

compost after pruning 

Calendar of Events 

 

 A Day in the Woods—
2nd Friday of each 
month during the 
summer 

 SEOWIG—Summer 
woodland tours will 
be announced 

 Athens County Area 
Beekeepers  - 3rd 
Thursday of each 
month 

 Farm Science Re-
view—Sept.17—19 
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

Athens County Extension 
280 W. Union St. 
Athens, OH  45701 
Phone: 740-593-8555 

Fax: 740-592-1113 
Brown.6000@osu.edu 

The Last Word 

 

In the last two editions of the newsletter I have 

shown the growth of agriculture in Athens 

County. The numbers really do tell an interest-

ing story. One last number that I want to share 

is the sales of livestock products and crops 

over the past 20 years. Both have seen a 

steady increase over that time with only a mi-

nor dip in livestock during the previous census. 

We are now at a point where the two sectors 

are almost equal with a combined total of over 

$11.4 million dollars. The question for the com-

ing years is whether this equality will continue 

or will farmers make decisions to focus on one 

or the other. Whatever the case may be, I have 

a positive outlook on the future of agriculture in our 

county. And if you are a farmer trying to make produc-

tion decisions, don’t forget that your friendly county 

extension educator is here to help. 

Livestock products and crop sales have almost equaled in 

the latest census 


