e April 22—Master Gardener
monthly meeting—Season
Extending Gardening

Lunch and Learn and Happy
Hour series (weblink) https://
mastergardener.osu.edu/
HHHLNL23-24

e April 25—Native plants for
Pollinators - It Doesn't have
to be all or nothing

Ornamentals by Karen Durniat-Suehstedt, Kathy McCorkle, and
Dyana Robenalt; Propgation by Ed, Herbs by Karen and Beck and
finally, last Wednesday, the Children’s Garden with Square Foot
Gardening, Pot Cleaning and Soil Enrichment with Karen, Kathy,
Beck, Ceil, Dyana and our newest graduating Master Gardener
Trainees: Kimberly Adler, Anrea Adler, Kelly Capuzzi, Gay Gibson,
Barbara Harrison, Suzanna King, Suzanne Knauerhase, Mary Lou
Lanham, Nicole Lewis, Mary Moffat, Kathy Partusch, Lucy Peloso,
Susan Quinn, Carrie Schagel, Anthony Small, Anthony Warner,

and Kathy White.
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- Ceil Weldon

Beginning in 2020, with
the onset of COVID isola-
tion, the Master Gardener
Training has adapted to
address new circumstanc
es and limitations with
weekly zoom meetings.
This year the class
has evolved again
and hybridized the
weekly trainings.
Our new trainees

are using the

online course module developed by OSU with the Master Gardener
Training Manual but we have alternated the weekly zoom meetings
with labs to supplement the course and provide hands on experience.
Lee Gregg presented the first lab with a class on Botany emphasizing
plant reproduction flowers, conifers, ferns, mosses and fungi. This
was followed by a lab on Soil presented by Theresa Caldwell, SWCD,
explaining soil composition; Kathy McKinley, soil horizons; Beck
LeSor-Martin, composting and soil life; and Ed Brown, reviewing soil
test results. Continuing with labs on Pruning by Ed Brown, Woody
and herbaceous
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Trap crops, also known as sacrificial or decoy crops, are a manner of Integrated Pest Management used to save
a desired plant from damage or decimation by attracting a harmful insect away from a nearby plant. The alternative
host will be damaged while it saves the desired plant without using pesticides/chemicals. Once you have attracted the
undesirable bugs such as Japanese beetles, you can strip them off and dunk them into soapy water. In some cases, you
can remove the entire trap crop and dispose of it, along with the baddies. In other cases, the sacrificial crop can remain
in the garden, being munched on while the desired plant is left untouched. A ratio of 20% trap crop : 80% food crop is
recommended.

Here are some examples, listing the decoy crop and the critters they attract:
*nasturtiums and okra/aphids

*nasturtiums/flea beetles

*marigold or cucumber/tomato fruit borer

*dill/tomato hornworms

*radishes/flea beetles, harlequin bugs, cabbage maggots

*mustard plants/harlequin bugs and tarnish bugs (To keep mustard from self-seeding and becoming a nuisance, make
succession plantings and remove the early plantings before they go to seed.)

*collards/cabbage worm

*okra/tomato aphids

*sunflowers, millet or vetch/stink bugs

*zinnias and four o’clock flowers/Japanese beetles
*scented geraniums lure Japanese beetles who will eat the flowers, which are toxic to them.
*amaranth/cucumber beetles
*millet/squash bugs

*chervil and parsley/slugs and snails

*plue Hubbard squash/ squash bugs and squash vine borers

Crops can also be used to deter various pests, such as:

*chives/aphids

*basil/asparagus beetles, thrips, whiteflies and tomato hornworms
*marigolds/cabbage moths and nematodes

*mint and aromatic plants/slugs

*catmint, tansy, radish, nasturtiums, marigold, bee balm and mint/squash bugs

A common concern with this sort of companion planting is that you will attract pests into your garden. So, don’t plant
a trap crop unless you have had a problem with a particular pest in the past. If you are planning to use the trap crop
technique, ideally, you want your trap crop to be a little more mature than the plant it is protecting, so plan accordingly.

What trap cropping has worked—or not worked--for you in SE Ohio?
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Asparagus
Beets
Cabbage
Carrots
Collards
Leeks
Lettuce
Mustard
Onion (sets)
Peas
Potatoes
Radish
Spinach
Swiss Chard

Turnips

After April 15

Broccoli
Brussel Sprouts

Cauliflower
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Children in the Gal'dell-—Molly Gassaway

The preschool students at the Athens community Center have been hav-
ing a fabulous time visiting the children’s garden thus far this spring!
Checking off items during a garden scavenger hunt is always a good
time. As is digging for worms...we are happy to report the garden beds
are full of them and the kiddos are not at all scared to “pet” them. Plant-
ing potatoes was a big hit, students were very excited to put the potato
‘eyes up to the sky’ and then bury them. It will be interesting to see
what kind of harvest may come from their questionable planting tech-
niques J They love to get creative, so we worked with them to ‘upcycle’
an old yard sign and CDs to decorate the garden. (Got any old yard
sighs? We would love to have them for future projects!) Lots of kudos
to the Children’s Garden team for keeping the space both beautiful and
educational. What an asset to our community!

Digging Deeper — wolly Gassaway

Last month Master Gardeners had the pleasure of watching a Horticul-
ture Happy Hour, “Gardening in the Winter: Indoors and Out” by Dr. Tim
McDrermott. Tim started off by saying that he thinks Ohio is a 4-season
growing environment. Tim is a big fan of using row covers (both cloth,
plastic, and a combination of the two) and told us something like, “row
cover is like a cat, you can leave it for a week and its fine on its own,
while plastic is like an old dog that needs pills and extra attention.”
Meaning, because row cover lets sunlight and rain through, you can leave
it on and basically neglect it whereas plastic you need to open and close
regularly/keep watch on it. He also mentioned how row covers provide
predator protection and can be used over containers too, so long as it
doesn’t actually touch the plants. He recommended buying it on Ama-
zon.

Tim also spoke briefly about the importance of cover crops as well as
hydroponic systems as options for winter gardening. He listed several he
recommends, if you missed the meeting you can watch this recording by
visiting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qS8HGqiN43s

Another quote | noted from Tim was, “seeds are cheap, vegetables cost
money, so make mistakes!” Let’s all remember this as we head further
into spring and sow all we can in hopes of a bountiful harvest.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qS8HGqiN43s

