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zoonotic

pathogen

Disease that can spread
from animals to humans.

Something that causes
disease, such as viruses
or bacteria.

epidemiologist

disease outbreak

Specialist in diseases
affecting groups of
humans or animals.

When many humans
or animals in a specific
area become ill in greater
numbers than normal.

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)

sterilize

Government agency that
protects each American’s
health, safety, and security
from disease threats.

Eliminate any living micro-
organisms by using physical
or chemical agents.

hand sanitizer

microorganism

Liquid or gel, typically
containing alcohol, used to
clean the hands and kill
harmful microorganisms.

Single- or multi-celled
microscopic living organism.

virus

influenza

Small infectious agent that
can reproduce only within
the host cell it infects.

Highly contagious
respiratory disease that can
affect animals and humans.
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Salmonella

E. Coli

(Escherichia coli)

Bacteria that often cause
food poisoning in humans,
commonly found in chicken

and egg products.

Bacteria that affect the
intestinal track (gut), cause
severe diarrhea, and are associated
with fecal contamination.

foodborne illness

vector

Sickness caused by food
contaminated with
bacteria, parasites, or viruses.

Living organism (usually a
biting insect) that can transfer
disease from one person or
animal to another.

quarantine

bacteria

Humans or animals that might
have been exposed to an infectious
disease are separated and confined
for a period of time to determine if

they become sick.

Single-celled (prokaryotic)
living microorganisms
that can cause disease.

fungi

blood-borne pathogen

Multi-celled (eukaryotic)
organisms such as yeasts,
molds, and mushrooms.

Microorganism in blood
that can cause disease,
usually transferred by
needles or biting insects.

incubation period

vaccination

Period of time between
exposure to a pathogen
and the appearance
of symptoms.

Harmless version of a microorganism
introduced to humans or animals
to stimulate immunity, making
them resistant to infection
by that microorganism.
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United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA)

symptoms

Government agency focused
on food, agriculture, natural
resources, rural development,
nutrition, and the public policies
related to these issues.

Non-specific physical changes
caused by a pathogen that indicate
the presence of disease in animals or
humans (e.g., fever, body aches).

withdrawal period

state veterinarian

Period of time needed for medicine
given to a production animal to
decrease to a safe, acceptable level
so the animal can be milked or
harvested for food.

Official who receives
notification of reportable animal
diseases from all laboratories
and veterinarians in the state.

fomite

virus mutation

Objects such as car tires,
boots, or door knobs that can
transfer pathogens from one

location to another.

Genetic change in a virus that
can be transmitted to future
generations of the virus.

biosecurity

disinfectant

Procedures intended to
protect humans or
animals against disease.

Chemical liquid that destroys
harmful microorganisms.

immune system

host

Body cells, tissues, and
organs that help fight
infections and diseases.

Animal or plant where
a virus or parasite lives.
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virus variant

species

Virus with one or
more new mutations.

Group of similar individuals
capable of reproducing and
exchanging genes.

habit

prevention

Regular pattern of
behavior or procedues.

Act of stopping something or
ensuring it does not happen.

spread

infect

Expansion of something
into a larger area.

Contaminate with a disease-
producing substance or agent
(e.g., harmful bacteria).

critical

iliness / sickness

Indication that something is
very important to the success
or failure of an action.

Unhealthy physical
or mental condition.

face mask

face shield

Protective covering for
the mouth and nose that
reduces the spread of
harmful microorganisms.

Clear plastic covering for
the face that prevents injury
and reduces the spread of
transmissible disease.
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safety glasses

protective
head covering

Protective glasses or goggles

that shield eyes from debris
and harmful substances.

Disposable covers that
protect hair and scalp
from contamination.

protective footwear

protective gloves

Rubber boots or disposable
shoe covers to prevent the
spread of harmful
microorganisms.

Disposable latex or plastic
gloves to protect hands
and prevent the spread of
harmful microorganisms.

protective clothing

personal protective
equipment (PPE)

Washable or disposable

coveralls to prevent the spread

of harmful microorganisms.

Equipment worn to reduce
exposure to hazards that cause
serious injuries and illnesses.
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