
 

Dear 4-H Volunteer: 

We’re almost halfway through November so that means 
I’m busy making plans for the 2026 4-H year! We have 
some changes ahead that we want you to be aware of now, 
to help with your club’s planning. 

Effective immediately, most project books will now cost 
$12 each when purchased through our office. This is a 
change we were just made aware of through Extension 
Publications; the cost for most project books purchased 
directly through them online is now $15. These price 
increases are a direct result of increased costs to produce 
and print the resources. There are still project books and 
resource handbooks that cost more than the standard $12 
and those have risen in cost as well. We know this price 
increase is unwelcome news and want to give families and 
clubs as much time as possible to adjust. 

As we discuss each year in volunteer training, 4-H clubs 
are expected to purchase “gap coverage” through 
American Income Life Insurance ($1 per member per year), 
particularly those clubs offering horse and shooting sports 
projects. Beginning in 2026, Ohio 4-H has negotiated an 
agreement with AIL and clubs will no longer have to 
purchase individual policies since we will be doing that 
through the state 4-H office. This new insurance structure 
will cost us $1.50 per member and volunteer and will cost 
our county program approximately $825 next year. For 
2026 we will use endowment interest income to cover this 



expense but are planning to increase our membership 
fee by $2 (from $5 to $7 per member and Cloverbud) in 
2027. Again, I’m letting you know about this over a year in 
advance so that clubs and families can prepare for the 
change. 

4HOnline is open for enrollment for the 2025-26 4-H year! 
Members should wait to enroll until they are certain what 
projects they want to take, but volunteers should enroll 
NOW! All volunteers MUST re-enroll online prior to 
March 1, 2026. As you are aware, we no longer have 
access to the conference room in our building, which is 
challenging as we set our program calendar for 2026. As a 
result, we will have TWO opportunities to complete your 
required annual volunteer training. 

·        Saturday, January 10th starting at 10 AM – location TBA 

·        Wednesday, January 28th starting at 6 PM – location 
TBA 

All 4-H volunteers are expected to attend one of these 
in-person volunteer training sessions to serve as a 
volunteer in 2026. Due to space limitations pre-
registration will be required and a registration survey 
will come out soon. 

It’s 4 year background check time! If you are due for your 
4 year background check you will be receiving an email 
from me with instructions very soon. Please watch your 
email! 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or 
concerns and I hope you have a great weekend! 

Bridget   
moore.3317@osu.edu 
740.331.6061 
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